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ABSTRACT 
The diurnal cycle of high-fJequency temperalUre fluctuations atnibutable to 
turbulence and internal waves in the upper Ct!ntral equatorial Pacific Ocean is found to 
per~ist over most of the period November 1983 - October 19R7_ Moored temperature and 
velocity data in the upper 300 m aID", 140"W during this four-year period were used to· 
1) determine the vertical extent of the diurnal cycle of turbuleoce and intemal waves and 
evaluate its contribution to the equatorial zonal momeotum balance, and 2) detennine 
whether the diurnal cycle of turbulence and internal waves varied seasonally and 
interannually in response to varying surface forcing and ambient stability cooditions 
Using 15-minute spot-sampled temperature dala. at 35 m, 60 m, 100 m, 140 m, 200 m, 
and 300 m, isothenn displacement variance (IDV) was computed for each six-hour time 
period as a proxy for vertical overturning and displacement associated with turbulence and 
internal waves. The time series of moothly mean IDY for each of the six-hour time bins 
showed the magnitude of the diurnal cycle of IUrbulence and internal waves (L\lDV) as 
a function of season and depth 
The diurnal change in IDY was pronounced at both the 35-m and the 6O-m depths, 
with nighttime LOV significantly greater than daytime my. lllis result is consistent with 
TROPIC HEAT microstructure observations over two periods of a few days to weeks, 
showing that lDY is a useful proxy for turbulence and internal wave energy during 
periodS when microstructure measurements are not available_ The magnitude of MDY 
decayed sharply with depth below 60 m, indicating that little diurnally-modulated internal 
gravity wave energy had propagated down through the equatorial undercurrent core 
Hence, internal wave propagation does not appear to be important for loss of zonal 
momentum to the regions below the core of the undercurrent 
Monthly means of both lDY and AlDV at 35 m and 60 m suggest that turbulence 
and internal waves varied over seasonal and interannual time scales. Seasonally, maxima 
of IDV and 6.IDY occurred during the boreal winter, when wind speed and mixed-layer 
depth were at their annual maxima and shortwave radiation was at its annual minimum 
Minima of lDY and 6.IDY occurred during the boreal spring, when wind speed and 
mixed-layer depth were at their annual minima and shortwave radiation was al its ann ual 
maximum . Over the 48-month period of study, illDV III 35 m and 60 m were significantly 
correlated with wind speed, zonal wind, mixed-layer depth, wumal range of mixed-layer 
depth, buoyancy frequency, and shortwavc radiation. These strong correlations are 
consistent with the use of my as a proxy for rurbulence-wave processes associated with 
shear production and buoyancy flux in the marginally stable entrainment zone between 
the surface well-mixed layer and the undercwTent core. 
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In recent years, we have become increasingly aware of the variable nature of the 
earth's cl imate and of the need to predict climatic variations arising from natural and 
man-made causes, The large Ei Nino/Southern Oscillation (ENSO) event of 1982-83 
focused attention on understanding the intenlction of the ocean and atmosphere in the 
equatorial Pacific Ocean (Cane. 1983; Rasmussen and Wallace, 1983) . The Southern 
Oscillation, an aperiodic interannual fluctuation between warm and cold oceanic states, 
has its lalgest signature in and over the tropical Pacific and Indian Oceans, but it is 
known to affect oceanic and atmospheric conditions globally (Philander, 1990) Numerical 
moocling experiments have shown that most of the interannual variability of the tropical 
atmosphere is related to the changcs in the boundary conditions at the ocean surface, 
particularly sea surfa!.:c temperature (SST) fluctuations associated with EI Nino (Lau, 
1981, Shukla and Wallace, 1983). SST anomalics in the equatorial Pacific modify the 
fluxes of heat and moisture between thc ocean and aunosphere and have been linked to 
displacement of large-sca le atmospheric circulation patterns over the American continent 
and elsewhere (Bjerknes, 1969; Wyrtki. 1975; Hard and Wallace, 1981 ; Trenberth et al., 
1988). 
In addition to the direct physical role the equatorial upper ocean plays in 
modulating g lobal climate, through photosynthesis it also plays an essential role in the 
cycling of oxygen, carbon dioxide (CO,), and other atmospheric constituents through the 
global system. In this manner, the upper ocean regulates the levels of greenhou~e gases 
in the atmosphere, most notably CO2 , and hence global climate (Takahashi, 1989). In 
particular, upwelling of COl-rich subsurface waters make the equatorial Pacific the most 
important oceanic COl source in the oceans (Takahashi et a1. , 1992). AJthough the source 
intensity of COl in the equatorial Pacific seasonally varies a relatively minor amount 
(about 25%) during non-EI Nino years, this source is eliminated by the blanketing effect 
of warm, low·C02 surface water that spreads eastward from the western Pacific during 
EI Nino warm events. Similarly, the upper equatorial Pacific constitutes an important link 
in the oceanic food chain. These pervasive influences provide the motivation for studying 
the upper equatorial Pacific Ocean (Kraus, 1977). 
The ocean circulation is driven at the surface by wind stress and by buoyancy 
forcing due to heating, cooling, evaporation, and precipitation. This direct forcing by the 
wind stress and the buoyancy flux is general ly absorbed within a surface layer that is 
often nearly homogeneous in temperature, salinity, and density due to turbulent mixing. 
and is therefore commonly referred to as the ocean surface mixed layer. The thickness of 
this mixed layer ranges from near zero during periods of Light winds and strong heating 
to greater than a hundred meters under conditions of strong cooling and high winds. The 
direct effect of swface forcing is not always limited to the mixed layer, however, but 
sometimes extends into the density-stratified region below the mixed layer. This transition 
region of swfacc influence, in which surface layer turbulence provides the energy to 
entrain the stratified fluid below, is often referred to as the entrainment zone. 
TROPIC HEAT experiment (Eriksen, 1985) microstructure measurement~ in the 
ccntral equatorial Pacific in November 1984 and April 1987 showed a pronounced diw'nal 
cycle in vertical turbulent mixing rate in both the swface mixed layer and in the 
stratified region below the mixed layer (Gregg et al., 1985; Mourn and Caldwell, 1985; 
Mourn et aI., 1992a). Since the turbulent diss ipation varied diurnally at depths 
significantly greater than the penetration of the sw'face well-mixed layer, turbulent mixing 
appears to have been caused by processes other than conventional mixed-layer physics 
(Mourn and Caldwell, 1985; Mourn et aI., 1989; Peters et a1., 1988). Since the only 
forcing having strong and persistent night-te-day differences was the solar insolation 
(Mourn and Caldwell, 1985), the diurnal cycle in dissipation presumably must have been 
modulated by the diurnally-varying surface buoyancy flux 
Although the mechanisms responsible for the diurnal cycle of turbulent dissipation 
in the pycnocline remain uncertain, it has been suggested that internal gravity waves 
propagating downward from the base of the mixed layer to the highly sheared pycnocline 
might be responsible for the sporadic deep mixing (Gregget aI ., 1985; Toole et aI., 1987; 
Peters e t al., 1988 ; Dillon et aI, 1989; Mourn et aI ., 1989). Some of these investigations 
reported a diurnal cycle of high-frequency wavelike motions coincident with the diurnal 
cycle of dissipation (Mourn et aI., 1992b). According to this hypothesis, the internal 
wave~ provide the additional energy necessary to initiate dynamic instahilities and 
turbulent mixing. Recently, Wijesekera and Dillon (1991), McPhaden and Peters (1992). 
Mourn e t 81. (1992a), and Hebert et al . (1992) have presented evidence fro m 
microstructure profilers, moored buoys, and lOwed thermistor chain~ that is consistent 
with th is hypothesis. These studies present observations of a dis tinct, nllITow frequency -
band. and diurna!ly-varying signal in temperature records obtained in the low Richardson 
number shear flow above the Equatorial Undercurrent (EUC) core (Moum et al. 1992b) . 
The moored buoy temperature records showed diurnally-varying high-frequency wavelike 
motions, possibly internal waves. where the measured frequency of 10-30 cph in the 
presence of the strong mean flow of the equatorial undereulTent (EUC) implied an 
intrinsic frequency near the buoyancy frequency of N = 5-7 eph (McPhaden and Peters. 
1992). The zonal wavelength was approximately 150-250 m (Mourn et al.. 1992a,b). It 
is possible that the observed fluctuations represented a forced mode resulting from local 
shear instability of the mean flow or a combination of internal waves and shear 
instabilities 
Skyllingstad and Denbo (1994) used a two-dimensional, non-hydrostatic, large 
eddy simulation model to examine the hypothesized diurnal cycle of downward 
propagating internal waves in the central equatorial Pacific. Their model was initialized 
and forced with temperature, velocity, and wind observations from TROPIC HEAT. Their 
model results were consistent with the TROPIC HEAT microstructure observations and 
with the general hypothesis that internal waves, generated in or at the base of the 
diurnally-varying surface mixed layer. propagate downward into the stratifted, high-shear 
flow above the EUC . A more thorough literature review of equatorial internal waves and 
tW'bulent mixing is presented in Chapter II. 
The results from the TROPIC HEAT observations and numerical modeling studies 
to date have helped describe the diurnal cycle of turbulent mLl(ing in the central equatorial 
Pacific at the times of those observations . Unfortunately, these observations are 
temporally scarce, being llmited to a few occasions of intense sampling over periods 
ranging from a few days to a few weeks _ This scarcity of microstructure observations 
limits the ability to examine the diurnal cycle of internal waves and turbulent mixing 
under a more complete range of surface forcing and dynamic stability conditions. Both 
surface forcing and dynamic stability conditions in the central equatorial Pacific are 
known to vary on many different temporal scales, from diurnal to seasonal and 
interannual. Although the available observations have suggested possible relationships 
among the diurnal eycle of turbulent mixing in the stratified region and the local wind 
speed, wind direction, and vertical velocity shear in the water column (Moum et al.. 
1992a; McPhaden and Peters, 1992; Skyllingstad and Denbo, 1994), the short time span 
of the observations limits our ability to derive generalized relationships between forcing 
and internal mixing. 
In addition to the scarcity of microstructure data, the TROPIC HEAT 
microstrucrure observations were limited in their vertical extent to the upper 120 m or 
so, roughly the depth of the EUC core. Although this depth range appears adequate to 
examine the direetly forced mixed-layer processes and the entrainment zone between the 
mixed layer and the EVC core, it has not allowed adequate investigation of the vertical 
extent of the diurnal cycle of the internal wavefleld. In particular, prior studies have not 
been able to determine whether or not these waves transpOI1 momentum and energy from 
the surface generation region through the EUC to the high shear flow beneath the core. 
The resolution of this issue is important to explain the equatorial momentum balance, 
which is discussed in further detail in Chapter n . 
B. RESEARCH OBJECTIVES AND STRUCTURE OF DISSERTATION 
This dissertation concerns the vertical extent and time variability of the diurnal 
cycle of high-frequency temperature fluctuations in the central equatorial Pacific. Unlike 
prior investigations that examined the diurnal cycle of turbulence and internal waves 
using a few short periods of high temporal and vertical resolution microstructure data, this 
study examines the response of the mixed layer and internal wave field to the time 
varying background conditions and forcing over a four-year period using moored buoy 
data . Specifically, moored buoy data (McPhaden and Taft, 1988; McPhaden and Haycs, 
1990) from (1' , 140'W for the period, November 1983 - October 1987, are utilized to 
investigate the di urnal cycle of the high-frequency temperature variability, as described 
by isotherm displacement variance (lOY), under varying surface forcing, stratification 
and velocity conditions. These ohservations of lOY could reflect high-frequency internal 
gravity waves, local shellr instabilities, turbulence, or some combination of these 
processes. The magnitude of the JOY may be an effective measure of all of these 
processes, but it generally is not a means of distinguishing among them 
While the vertical range of data scts used in prior studies extended only to about 
120 meters, the mooring data span from the surface to 300 meters, allowing a more 
complete examination of the vertical structure of the diurnally-varying high-freq uency 
temperature fluctuat ions and the relationship between these wavelike motions and the 
EVC. Statistical relationships between the vertical structure of the diurnal cycle of high. 
frequency temperature variability and surface winds, the surface buoyancy flux, and the 
dynamic stability are found . Furthelmore, the contribution of the diurnally varying high. 
frequency wavefield to the heat and momentum balances along the equator are discussed 
In Chapter II, a more complete review of the relevant literature concerning 
equatorial upper ocean dynamics is presented, with particular regard to high-frequency 
internal waves and turbulent mixing. Both analyses of observations and numerical 
modeling studies are revicwed. In Chapter Ill, the data sets are described and data 
processing methods arc discussed. The procedures for computing lOY and the diurnal 
cycle of my are discussed . This is followed by a description of a sensitivity study to 
validate this procedW'e. In Chapter rv, the seasonal and interannual variability of the 
background oceanic and atmospheric conditions during the period of study are presented 
In Chapter Y, the seasonal and interannual variability of high-frequency IDY is 
discussed, and relationships between lOY and surfacl: forcing, dynamic stability, and 
mixed-layer depth are examined. Tn Chapter YI, the focus is on the diurnal cycle of JOY 
With only a few exceptions, it will be shown that the diurnal cycle of turbulence and 
internal waves, liS indicated by lOY, WIIS confined above the core of the EUC and usually 
above the 100 m depth. Relationships between the diurnal cyele of lOY and surface 
forcing and dynamic stability parameters, as well as diurnal cycles of these parameters 
are discussed. This is followed by an examination of the relationships between the diurnal 
cycle of rov and the mixed-layer depth and the diurnal range of the mixed-layer depth 
The interpretation of IDV in terms of turbulence and high-frequency internal waves is 
further examined by investigating the diurnal variability of the wave momentum flux for 
the month of November 1984. The combined analyses suggest that lDV is related to 
turbulence or high-frequency internal waves transporting horizontal momentum from the 
swiace layer 10 the stratified region, but not through the EUC core. The chapter 
concludes with a discussion of two additional possible sources of variability, mooring 
motion and gravitational tides, which are shown to be unlikely to generate the observed 
diurnal cycle of illV . Chapter VII includes a discussion of the results, followed by the 
conclusions and recommendations for further investigation 
II. LIT ERATURE REVIEW 
1\ . EQUATORiAL UPPER OCEAN OYNAM1CS 
The physical processes of the upper equatorial oceans are unique due to the 
presence of the large vertical shear associatffi with the EVe and the vanishing of the 
vertical component of planetary rotation. The westward trade winds along the equator 
result in upwelling of 0(3 m dal L) driven by Ekman divergence in the surface waters and 
geostrophic convergence deeper in thc water column (Wyrtki. 1981; Halpcrn et a1., 1989) 
This westward wind stress and strong upwelling produce a tongne of relativel y cold 
surface water and a shallow main thermocline in thc eastern cquatorial Pacific and 
relatively warm surface water and a deep main thermocline in the western equalOJial 
Pacific. This upweJling provides a source of cool water for the surface layer. The 
principal cause of changes in the depth of the equatorial thelIDocline is a horizontal 
redistrihution of wann surface waters in response to the large-scale winds (Wyrtk..i. 1975; 
Merk. 1980; Duing and Leetmaa. 1980; Stevensen and NiiJer, 1983; Molinari et al., 
1985). Advection strongly influences SST, particularly in the eastern part of the basin . 
During El Nino. for example, the eastern tropical Pacific is wanned by the eastward 
advection of WRITIl. surface waters associated with the elevation of the thermocline in the 
west and its deepening in the east. This advective warming compelt':s with cooling by 
upwell ing. Since the mcan vertical velocity component vanishes at the ocean surface, 
mixing processes determine the extent to which upwelling affects SST. Mixing processes 
also affect the intensity of the equatorial currents 
The steady-state zonal momentum budget at the equator includes the zonal 
convergence of zonal momentum. upwelling of eastward momentum. the zonal pressure 
gradient. thc divergence of the mesoscale eddy flux, and the turbulent vertical stress 
(Bryden and Brady, 1985; Dillon et al., 1989), 
where D and V are mean zonal (positivc ca5tward) and meridional (positive 
northward) velocities, P is mean pressure, p is density, V'V'. V'V'. and V'W' 
are the zonal. meridional, and vertical turbulent fluxes of zonal momentum, and r' is the 
7.onal wind ~tress. Subscripts x, y, and z denote partial differentiation in the zonal (positive 
eastward), meridional (positive northward), and vertical (positive upward) directions 
Analyses of observations (McPhaden and Taft, 1988) and diagnostic models (Bryden and 
Brady, 1985,1989) indicate that on annual time scales the principal zonal momentum 
balance in the equatorial upper ocean is between the vertically integrated zonal pressure 
gradient force and the wind stress, which is vcrtically disu·ibuted by turbulent mixing 
(Crawford and Osborn, 1981). 
Examination of the terms in the vertically integrated zonal momentum equations 
indicates that the zonal pressure gradient is not balanced by the surface wind stress on 
shaner time scales (Dillon et a1., 1989; Hebert et al., 1991). The strength of the wind 
play~ a significant role in detennining both the magnitude and, likely, the mechanisms of 
momentum transport between the surface and the core of the EUC. During low wind 
condition~ the turbulent stress divergence was significantly different in magnitude and 
vcrtical structure from that found during strong winds (Hebert et aL., 1991) 
In November 1984, the measured turbulent stress divergence was too large above 
40 m to balance the residual term in the zonal momentum budget of Bryden and Brady 
(1985,1989), and decayed exponentially with depth from the wind stress value at the 
surface. On the o ther hand, in April 1987 the turbulent stress divergcnce was smaller than 
that required by Bryden and Brady (1985 ,1989). Using data from the NORPAX Hawaii-
to-Tahiti Shuttle Experiment, Johnson and Luther (1994) presented evidence fo r a rough 
~onal momentum balance at 90-117 m, even neglecting vertical stresses. Since their more 
directly measured estimate of the zonal momentum budget has a vertical structure in good 
agreement with the available, dissipation-derived estimates of turbulent venical stresses, 
they concluded that the suggestion of an imbalance in Bryden and Brady's momenn;m 
budget below the thermocline was probably elToneous. If the Johnson and Luther 
momentum budget is correct, the proposed requirement for vertically propagating waves 
to balanGt the budget (Dillon et al. )989) is not necessary 
In general, momentum input by wind stress is vertically distributed by turbulent 
mixing. The depth of mixing is dependent on the static and dynamic stabili ty of the water 
column. This vertical distIibution of momentum in the upper ocean dictates which modes 
of equatorial Kelvin and Rossby waves are forced, and governs the response of the zonal 
pressure gradient and the EUC to changes in the wind stress (Schudlich, 1991). In 
summary. the vertical prof1le of wind stress in the equatorial ocean is an important, yet 
poorly understood, aspect of the large-scale equatorial circulation. 
In the central equatorial Pacific. the South Equatorial Current (SEC) flows 
westward at speeds averaging about 0.3 ms·'. On the equator, beneath the SEC, the 
eastward flowing EUC attains speeds as high as 1.5 ms· l . Resultant vertical shear between 
the surface mixed layer and the EVC core often exceeds 0.02 s· ' . and is sufficiently strong 
to maintain 1\ gradient Richardson number, Ri, of less than unity above the undercurrent 
core (Gregg et aI., 1985; Chereskin et aI., 1986; Mourn et aI., 1989), where Ri=NlISl eN 
is the local buoyancy frequency and S is the magnitude of the vertical shear of the 
horizontal cUJTent). Theore tical and laboratory research indicates that laminar flow 
becomes unstable to Kelvin-Helmholtz wave formation and the onset of tillbulence when 
Ri is less than a critical Richardson number. Ric of 0.25. Once turbulent. however, the 
turbulence may continue until the Richardson number reaches R terminal vlliue, Ri, of 
about 1.0 (Stull, 1988) . In addition to a low Ri, indicating dynamic instability, the onset 
of turbulence often requires some triggering energy (Stull, 1988) . Thus, the low mean Ri 
observed in the high sheRr region below the equatorial mixed layer is on the margin of 
dynRmic stability and subject to the onset of tillbulence with the Rddition of additional 
kinetic energy. 
The equatorial mixed layer system is a somewhat special case with regard to the 
oceanic planetary boundary layer (Garwood et aI., 1989). In general, the Obukhov length 
scale, I- ~ (~/;~J(l ,is the limiting depth for oceanic mixed layers under the influence 
of wind sn'ess, 1: , and buoyancy flux 8 0 (Obukhov, 1946), Complicating the equatorial 
mixed-layer system, upwelling may reduce the thickness of the surface layer to a fraction 
of the Obukhov length (Muller et aL 1984). While L is the limiting scale for the surface 
layer, Garwood et al. (1989) proposed that Rossby and Montgomery's (1935) neutral 
planetary boundary layer scale, u.Jj, where Ii, is the friction velocity andfis the Corioli5 
parameter, may be an appropriate limit for the thickness of the entrainment zone, 0", .... Off 
the equator, 0., .. is often a small fraction of the mixed-layer depth, and therefore has been 
approximated as a discontinuity in bulk models of the oceanic mixed-layer. If not for 
advection, the enO'ainment zone at the equator would thicken indefinitely. With typical 
mean upwelling conditions along the equator, Garwood et al. (1989) found an entrainment 
zone thickness of about 100 m under a shallow mixed layer, in good agreement with the 
deep diurnal cycle of turhulence observed dwing TROPIC HEAT 
The rate of turbulent IUnetic energy dissipation and the vertical turbulent fluxes 
of heat, mass, and momentum are seldom measw'ed directly but can be inferred from 
measurements of vertical temperature gradients and horizontal velocity. Early 
measurements, by means of free-falling instruments that were tracked very accurately, 
revealed that twbulent dissipation is higher near the.equator than in extratropicallatitudes. 
Dissipation is high even below the core of the EUC (Gregg, 1976; Gregg and Sil d, 
1980; Gargett and Osborn, 198 1), presumably a consequence of the large vertical shear. 
These early results were subsequently used to devise parameterizations for the turbulent 
mixing of momentum and heat in terms of Ri (Mourn and Caldwell, 1985; Peters et ai., 
1987) , When used in numerical models, these parameterizations lead to simulations that 
arc more realistic than those with constant coefficients of eddy viscosity and diffusivity 
(Pacanowski and Philander. 1981). Although these parameterizations were significant 
improvements, they remain inadequate for satisfactory modeling of the tropical Pacific 
(Philander, 1990) 
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H. MICROSTRUCTURE OUSERVATIONS OF THE EQUATORLAL UPPER 
OCEAN 
Microstructure observations in November 1984 near 0", 140cv..', as part of the 
TROPIC HEAT Experiment. revealed a large diw"nal cycle in vertical turbulent mixing 
rate~ (quantified by the rale of viscous dissipat ion of turbulent kinet ic energy) that was 
previously unknown at the equator (Gregg el aI., 1985; Mourn and Caldwell, 1985; Peters 
ct aI., 1988; Mourn et al .. 1989) During the day, when strong solar heating stabilized the 
upper 10-20 m, little turbulent dissipation was observed; what diss ipation existed was 
limited to depths less than about 10 ill . Dilling the night, when swiace cooling and wind 
mixing redu~ the mixed-layer temperature, dissipation increased by two orders of 
magnitude. from 10,8 to 10-0 W kg- ' , indicative of vigorous mixing. down to depths of 80-
90 m. more than twice the depth of the convectively active surface mixed layer, which 
reached to about 35 m at night. The enhanced dissipation at night typical ly occuned in 
bursts of turbulence lasting 2-3 hours. Peak dissipation rates in the pycnocline lagged 
those near the surface by several how·s and were associated with individual turbulent 
overturns up to 10 01 thick (Moum et al ., 1989) 
Observations of increased mixing in the ~urface layers of the ocean at night, when 
a loss of heat to the atmosphere destahilizes the upper ocean. have heen made in many 
locations. What is unique ahout the measurements in the central equatorial Pacific is the 
intensity of the turhulence and its presence in the stratified region below the mixed layer 
In contrast, observations from the upper ocean at mid latitudes show that values of 
dissipation associated with turbulent mixing penetrate only about [0 m below the mixed 
layer at night even when the mixed layer is very deep. 0(100 01) (Shay and Gregg. 1986; 
Lombardo and Gregg. 1989; Price et al .. 1986)_ Although the equatorial pycnocline was 
well stratified (N '" 5-9 cph), the high vertical shear was sufficient to maintain Ri between 
0 _25 and 1.0. suggesting marginal dynamic stability, and a tendency toward the fonnation 
of turbulence_ Interestingly. no similar diurnal cycle was apparent in the computed values 
of Ri (Chereskin et aL. 1986) This suggests that the relationship between turbulent 
dissipation and local Ri may not be simple (Peters et al.. 1988). It is possible, however, 
that an important diurnal variation in Ri might occur on vertical scales too short to he 
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resolved with the 10-12 m resolution of thl: TROPIC HEAT data. Preliminary analysis 
of more recent data from the Tropical Instability Wave Experimcnt (TIWE) in December 
199 1 suggest a possible diurnal cycle of Ri in the mixed layer (Lien et al.. 1(94); 
however, these data require further analysis 
C. EQUATORIAL INTERNAL WAVES 
1. Observations 
Although the physical mechanism for the diurnal cycle of turbu lent 
dissipation in the pycnocline remains uncenain, severaL investigators have specuLated that 
internal gravity waves might play an important ro Le (Gregg et al. , 1985; Peters et al., 
1988; Dillon et al ., 1989; Mourn et aI. , 1989; Wijesekera and Dillon, 1991; McPhaden 
and Peters, 1992; and Mourn et al.. 1992a.bl. The general hypothesis is that after sunset, 
high-frequency (near /v) internal waves are generated just below the mixed layer as a 
result of turbulent convective overturns. These waves propagate downward, become 
unstable, and generate turbulent eddies above the undercurrent core at locations where Ri 
is reduced to subcritical values by superposition of wave and mean current velocities 
(Wijesekera and Dillon, 1991). Dillon et al. (1989) and Hebert et al. (1991 ) also 
suggested that internal waves were likely to be imponant in the large-scale zonal 
momentum balance of the pycnocline. Both of their turbulent stress divergence estimates 
were based on the assumption of an approximate local balance between production and 
dissipation of turbulent kinetic energy. neglecting buoyancy flux . They speculated that this 
local balance assumption might not be valid, because in addition to vertical diffusive 
fluxes caused by local shear instability, internal waves might play an important role in 
equatorial dynamics by the downward transport of zonal momentum. It remains unclear 
whether these internal waves, if generated, transfer momentum through the EUe into the 
deep ocean , or break and dissipate in the high shear region above the EUe core. Johnson 
and Luther (1 994) indicated that although such mechanisms may occur. they are not 
necessary to achieve a zonal momentum balance on the equator 
In theoretical studies, Booker and Bretherton (1967) , Bretherton 
(1966. 1969), and Muller (1976) demonstrated the possibility of vertical transport of zonal 
12 
momentum by internal gravity waves . Boundary layer perturbations can generate in ternal 
waves that may transfer energy and momentum intu the fluid interior, bypassing the usual 
turbulent-diffusion mechanism. Wijesekera and Dillon ( 199 1) proposed twu ways in which 
the eddies of a cooled boundary layer could result in the excitation of internal gravity 
waves in the underlying stable layer, thermal forcing and shear forcing (the obstacle 
effect). They concluded that in the central equatorial Pacific. shear forcing is more 
efficient, and therefore more Iikely_ Tn a series of observational and numerical modeling 
studies of the atmospheric planetary boundary layer, Mason and Sykes (1982), Clark et 
al. (1986). Kuettner et aI. (198i). and Huff and Clark (1989) found that boundary layer 
eddies arc able to impinge upon the stratified layer above_ In the presence of vertical 
~hear, these eddies represent a localized form drag, or obsrncle, to the overlying flow. 
These impinging eddies. or ohsrncles, then excite internal gravity waves (analogous to the 
generation of mountain lee wave~) _ Similarly in the oceanic mixed layer, Wijesekcra and 
Dillon (1991) hypothesize the generation of downward propagating internal gravity waves 
at the hase of the mixed layer with a horizontal phasc velocity equal to the average 
advection velocity of the mixed-layer eddies _ Based on the average westward advection 
of the mixed layer during their November 1984 observation period, they concluded 
westward and downward propagating waves would be excited . McPhaden and Peters 
(1992) pointed out that for several months each boreal spring the near-surface flow is 
eastward (McPhadcn and Taft, 1988), implying downward and eastward wave propagation 
during those periods . In either case, the mean vertical velocity structure associated with 
the EUC would suggest downward and westward wave momentum flux. The atmospheric 
studies showed that the horizontal length scales of the excited waves are several times 
larger than the height of the convective boundary layer. and that the waves tend to modify 
the boundary laycr from which they were generated by some sort of feedback mechanism 
which is not yet understood (Clark et aI., 1986). 
Recently. several observational studies have supported the hypothesized 
role of internal waves in the turbulent energy balance of the pycnocline. Wijesekera and 
Dillon (199 1) found a pronounced diurnal variation in both high-frequency isopycnal 
displacement variance and turbulent kinetic energy di5~ipation rate Their isopycnal 
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displacement variance values were computed as the root mean square (Ims) vertical 
displacement from a Tholpe-reordered stable density profile (additional discussion on this 
computation is provided in Chapter OI) (ThOlpe. 1977). The vertical correlation of 
isopycnal displacement variance indicated vertical length scales of the wave field greater 
than 100 m. They found significant correlation at a O.l-day lag between internal wave 
displacement variance and turbulence. as inferred from calculations of the available 
potential energy of fluctuations (APEF)' 
(W) 
(2b) 
where d'. p', Po, and g are the Thorpe displacement, the density fluctuation between stable 
(reordered) and unstable (observed) density profiles. mean density (::::\000 kg m,3), and 
the acceleration of gravity (=9.8 m S,1), respectively. APEF is a measure of the maximum 
potential energy that can be released by a rurbulent overturn (Dillon and Park, 1987). 
From this O.I-day lagged correlation, they surmised that the observed nighttime mixing 
in the pycnocline could be a result of instability of the high. frequency internal waves, 
which are initiated a few hours prior to the. intense turbulent mixing. Using TROPIC 
HEAT 2 data, Mourn et al. (1992a) found high correlations between rurbulent dissipation 
(from continuous microstructure profiles) and high-frequency internal gravity waves (from 
towed thermistor chain data) along the equator from 14CfW to 11(fW in April 1987. 
During the first 4 days of their record, patches of high-frequency signal appeared 
intermiuently and were concentrated in the period following sunset until several hours 
past sunrise. The duration of the patches was several minutes to many hours, 
corresponding to several hundreds of meters to several tens of kilometers in the zonal 
direction. The spectrum of isopycnal displacement variance was dominated by a narrow 
band of frequenCies between 18·36 cph (corresponding to 150·250 m zonal wavelength) 
of internal waves. Both turbulence and internal waves varied diurnally. By the fifth day, 
the high-frequency component of the temperature variance was weak, and for the 
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remaining 10 day~ there was little or no high-frequency signal in the record. Mourn ct al 
(1992a) attributed the difkrence between the first 4 days and the remainder of the period 
to a drop in the wind speed. 
McPhaden and Pctl;':fS (1992) analyzed data from a vertical array of fast 
sampling (t minute) temperature recorder~ near the surface on a mooring at 0", 14O"W 
in May-June 1987. Their analyses indicated the existence of a diurnal cyde in JOV that 
was most pronounced at frequencies of 10-30 cph. and thaI was coht:rent over the 31 m 
vertical extent of the array between 30 m and 61 m. They estimated a nighttime isothenn 
displacement amplitude of 0.5-2 m, and that zonal wavelengths were roughly 100-300 ffi. 
consistent with towed thermistor chain data of Mourn ct aI. (1992a). They speculated that 
the observed diurnal cycle was due to a combination of internal waves remotely generated 
at the base of the nighttime mixed layer and local shear instability of the large - ~cale flow 
They showt:d that the appearance of internal waves in the pycnoclint: at frequencies 
higher than the local buoyancy frequency (4-8 cph) could be attributed to Doppler ~hifting 
by the EVe. In addition to the ir analy~is of fast sampling temperature recorders for May-
June 1987, McPhaden and Peters (1992) examined more coarsely resolved 15-minutt: 
lemperatw'e lime series for November 1984, Apri l 1987, and May-June 1987. When 
averaged over 30 days. these data also indicated the presence of a diurnal cycle in tht: 
higher frequencies_ A comparison of the diurnal range in LDV for these thrt:e periods led 
them to sugge~t that the magnitude of the diurnal cycle may bt: related 10 the strength of 
the wind forcing and intensity of the vertical shear. 
There is evidence indicating that the November 1984 and April 1987 
turbulent dissipation data at 0", 140"W are nOI representative of mixing across the entire 
equatorial Pacific, but merely represent mixing resulting from Ihe conditions at that 
location at those times. In results from the WEC88 cruise along 150"W in February and 
March 1988, Carr et a1. (1992) noted an absence of a clear diurnal signal of dissipation 
With low wind speed, high incoming irradiance, low sea surface temperature, and a 
shallower EVC, environmental conditions were notably different from those during 
TROPIC HEAT L Similarly, the TROPIC HEAT 2 results found diurnal variability of 
high-frequency temperature ~ignals during the firs! 4 or 5 days (nearer 14O"W) and little 
15 
or no high-frequency signal for the remainder of the experiment's 14 days as the vessel 
moved eastward toward llO'W (Mourn et ai., 1992a). In the data collected to date, 
pronounced diurnal variability of turbulent dissipation in the pycnocline has been 
observed only at or near cr, 140'W, and only during periods of moderate or strong 
westward winds 
2. Linear Wave Theory 
This dissertation focuses on the diurnal cycle of bigh-frequency (near tV) 
isotherm displacement variance at 0". 140'W. Although the wave like phenomena measured 
by IDV may be non-linear, the detailed structure is not adequately resolved to determine 
the degree of non-linearity, and a linear analysis is undertaken to provide insight into 
the behavior of small-amplitude wavelike fluctuations in this domain. Preliminary to the 
following statistical analysis, this section provides a brief review of linear internaJ wave 
theory in an equatoriaJ ocean, as appl icable to the diurnaJ cycle of the internaJ waves. 
Following Boyd (1989), the equations for the vertical structure of linear 
internal waves in mean shear flows are derived. Starting with the linearized set of 
Boussinesq equations in non-rotating coordinates with mean flow U ::0 (j(z) in the x-
direction. the governing equations are 
D,II + WII , = -Px 
D,v:c-p, 
D,w + b = -p, 






in which b = gppo" is the buoyancy perturbation with perturbation density P. and p is the 
perturbation pressure divided by the mean density. The perturbation velocities are u = 
(Il,v.w) in Cartesian coordinates, with II eastward. D, = a, + uax incorporates advection by 
the mean zonal flow. Subscripts.t, y, z. and (denote differentiation. Assuming negligible 
north-south variation of the mean fields and a meridional wavelength much less than 500 
km, the mean shear flow can be considered to be horizontally invariant. For plane waves, 
these simplifications lead to a vertical structure equation (Boyd et aI., 1993): 
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(4) 
where m is the local vertical wavenumher, given by 
(5) 
and a is the intrinsic frequency, i.e. the frequency measured by an observer moving at the 
local mean speed U, and K '" (k,l,O) = (Kcos8,KsinB,O) is the horizontal wavenumber 
When m1 > 0, the solutions G(:) afe locally oscillatory, and when m1 < 0, they are 
exponentia l. Equations (4) and (5) plus boundary conditions completely specify the wave 
solutions to (3a-e) when both N(z) and U(z) are specified. This dispers ion relation is 
~hown to be singular at the critical dcpths. at which the intrinsic frequency vanishes, 
a = ro(l -UcosO/c) = O. Although it might not be applicable 10 the low Ri shear flow at 
the equator, Booker and Brelherton (1967) have shown thaI vl:rtically propagating waves 
are strongly attenuated in passing through the critical layer, provided Ri » 0.25. 
Following Boyd (1989), the polariLation relations for the remaining 








The polarization equations re late the fluctuation variables II. v. w. and p 10 the vertical 
structure solution G(z) 
3. Spectral Models 
A kinematic description of oceanic internal waves is usually hased on the 
hypothesis (hat the wave field is composed of a random superpu:;ition of linear waves 
The Garrett and Munk (GM) spectral model has become a standard description for deep 
ocean internal waves (Garrett and Munk, 1972,1975; Munk, 1981). The GM model was 
empirically derived from observations of one-dimensional spectra of frequency from 
moored current meters and horizontal wavenumber from towed thennistors_ The GM 
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formulation is based on an infmite ocean having no top or bottom boundaries lind a 
slowly varying buoyancy frequcncy profile, N(z), compared with the fluctuations of the 
waves. This permits the vertical variation of wave amplitude and vertical wavelength to 
be scaled by N(z) using the WKB approximation. In the upper ocean, say from the surface 
to 200 m, the OM model is expected to have limited application due to large changes in 
buoyancy frequency with depth and the reflection of waves from the surface boundary 
(Levine, 1987). Despite these limitations, the OM spectrum has been compared with 
upper ocean measurements made by acoustic doppler profilers, moored ClUTent meters, 
thermistor chains, and CTD proflies (pinkel, 1975,1981, 1984; Kase and Siedler, 1980; 
Levinc et ai., 1983a,h; McPhaden, 1985; Chereskin et ai., 1986). These comparisons 
indicate that while some aspects of the OM spectrum are consistent with the data. many 
Studies have suggested that space and time variability in the equatorial 
ocean may be Substantially different from variability at mid latitudes (Wunsch and Webb, 
1979; Eriksen, 1980; Toole and Hayes, 1984; McPhaden, 1985). In comparing thc high-
frequency variability of equatorial TROPIC HEAT microstructure data with that observed 
at other latitudes in terms of the OM model, Chereskin et a1., ([986) found that 
contemporaneous isopycnal displacement and velocity spectra yielded spectral energy 
levels which differed by a factor of 4. They found that this difference could be accounted 
for by vertical advection by the waves of the background shear flow. They also found that 
the OM spectral energy level estimated from vertical displacement was similar to the 
spectral energy level for many of the observations from which Levine et a1. (1 985) had 
removed the scaling of the OM mode1. 
Boyd (1989) and Boyd et al. (1993) used TROPIC HEAT observations and 
a simple spectral model to characterize the high-frequency internal wavefleld in the 
strongly sheared upper equatorial Pacific. Their observations consisted of temperature and 
velocity data from four moorings spanning the equator between [.5°N to 3°S along 14O"W 
for the period November 1984 to June 1985. In these papers, they compare their 
observations and model output to the OM model spectrum. The OM model spectrum is 
based on the following assumptions which arc questionable in the central equatorial 
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Pacific: i) the no-mean-flow linear internal wave dispersion relation is valid. ii) the 
internal wavt:field is vertically symmetric (same amount of energy propagates up and 
down) and horizontally isotropic, iii) the internal wave energy spectrum is separahle into 
II function of frequency times II function of wavenumber, where the function of frequency 
is independent of wavenumber and the function of wavenumber is independent of 
frequency except for a bandwidth scale factor . 
Following Boyd et al ( [993), several of the GM model assumptions are 
expected to be violated in the strongly sheared upper ocean lonal mean flows at the 
equator along 14O"W, including the follow ing: i) the linear dispersion relation will be 
modified hy the vertical curvature of the mean flow and by Doppler shifting in the 
intrinsic frequency; ii) the mean zonal currents may impose directional asymmetl)' on the 
energy spectrum through eriticallayers involving zonally propagating waves; and iii) in 
the neighborhood of the ocean surface, a fixed phase relationship between upward and 
downward propagating components is expected . In addition to these violations of the GM 
assumptions, the fact that linear internal waves advect the mean flow readily leads to the 
expectation that many of the observed statistics will differ significantly from the canonical 
GM model. The fit to coherence of velocity components at vertical separations is not 
good (Boyd, 1989). Vertical advect ion, which is not included into the GM model, has 
been he ld responsible for the small vertical coherence length scale and the observed 
decrease in that length scale with increasing frequency (Muller et al ., 1978). 
n, REVlE\-\-' OF EQUATORIAL MODELING STUDIF,S 
Several modeling studies during the past two decades have illustrated the role of 
the upper ocean mixed layer in the equatorial circulation (Hughes, 1980; Schopf and 
Cane, 1983; Garwood et al. 1989; Sehudlich and Price, 1992) . In one of the first models 
designed to explain [I'opical and equatorial mixed layers, Hughes (1980) predicted a 
simple balance between local wind and heating, modified by upwelling, resulting in a 
mixed-layer depth equivalent to the Obukhov length scale. This simple 1-1/2 layer model 
did not include an undercurrent and therefore no horizontal advection, and was limited 
by a simple parameterization of entrainment into a quiescent lower layer. More realistic 
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primitive equation models of the large-scale equatorial circulation, with Ri-dependent 
mixing, showed that without a mean surface heating, the EUC is eliminated by a 
westward wind stress in a manner of days (Pacanowski and Philander, 1981), This result 
was similarly found by Schopf and Cane (1983). 
The role of diurnal variations in surface heating was explored by Kraus (1987 ) 
He used a mixed-layer model that parameterizes local vertical fluxes of energy and 
momentum by the transilient method of Stull and Kraus (1987 ). This method involves a 
spectrum of differently sized eddies. Kraus (1987) included a representation of the mean 
EUC and showed that turbulent mixing occurs well below the mixed layer at the equator 
Garwood et al. (1989) and Schudlich and Price (1992) used one-dimensional mooels 
initialized with realistic stratification and shear of the EUC to simulate the diurnal cycle 
of dissipation observed during TROPIC HEAT. Garwood et a1. (1989), using typical 
central equatorial Pacific forcing, found that instabilities initiated just below the surface 
layer ripple down into the water column and reach their deepest extent of about 90 m 
only after many hours. Their experiments suggested that Hi alone is a poor predictor of 
the rate of turbulent mixing in the pycnocline. Schudlich and Price (1992) showed that 
while the daytime phase appears unaffected by the EUC, the nighttime phase of the 
diurnal cycle is strongly affected by the EUC. The diurnal cycle in their model was 
relatively insensitive to other equatorial ocean features, such as the zonal pressure gradient 
and upwelling. Although neither of these models included internal gravity waves and both 
simulated a diurnal cycle in dissipation, Schudlich and Price (1992) showed that the 
mooels do not simulate the observed intermittence of the dissipation on hourly time 
scales. They suggested that this might be due to the exclusion of internal waves that may 
trigger loca l shear instabilities. 
Using a two-dimensional. non-hydrostatic, large-eddy simulation model, 
SkyUingstad and Denbo (1994) performed ~everal experiments to investigate the fonnat ion 
and maintenance of high-frequency internal waves in the central equatorial Pacific. In 
their numerical experiments, internal waves were generated in the surface mixed layer 
by a type of Kelvin-Helmholtz instabil ity that is dependent on both the flow Reynolds 
number and Richardson number. It would appear that Reynolds number in the central 
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equatorial Pacific is always greater than their computed critical Reynolds numb~r, and 
therefore nO! important as a predictor of instability in this region, Internal waves 
amplified when Hi wa~ less than O.OS and decayed when Hi exceeded 0.05, Their model 
results showed that the diurnal healing cycle drives a diurnal variation in the mixed-layer 
Ri value, which tends to modulate diurnally the generation of the internal waves with a 
maximum intensity just before sunrise. The mooeled sensitivity of internal wave formation 
to the surface wind stress direction could also be explained in terms of reduced mixed-
layer shear. In their simulations, easterly winds promoted strong mixed-layer cUlTent 
shear, low Ri and a Strong diwnal cycle of internal waves, while westerly winds led to 
weak shear in the mixed layer, higher Ri, and reduced internal wave activity 
Additionally, SkyllingsUld and Denbo (1994) found that the wave momentum flux was 
comparable to bulk estimates of large-scale fluxes givl;':n in He bert et al. (1991) and Dillon 
et al. (1 989), indicating that internal waves can be a significant process in the zonal 
momentum budget of the equatorial currents. In the swface mixed layer, the inte rnal 
waves gained eastward momentum at the expense of the background flow. In some cases, 
this momentum was transferred back to the mean tlow at a critical level resulting in a 
deceleration below the undercurrent core. Otherwise, the waves tended to decrease the 
current velocity above the undercurrent core 
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III. DATA AND METHODS 
A. DATA DESCRIPTION 
EPOCSrrOGA TAO Moorill~ Data 
The data used in this dissertation consist primarily of time-series 
measurements from taut-wire surface moorings located at OD, 140'W in 4300 m of water 
for the period from November 1983 through October 1987. Mooring deployments and 
recoveries were made at roughly six-month intervals . These moorings were deployed as 
part of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 's (NOAA) Equatorial 
Pacific Ocean Climate Studies (EPOCS) Program and later the Tropical Ocean-Global 
Atmosphere (TOGA) Program's Tropical Atmosphere Ocean Array (TOGA TAO) 
These moorings were instrumented with Yellow Springs Instrument air and 
sea surface temperature sensors at nominal heights/depths of 3 m above the sea surface 
and I m below the sea surface, respectively, seven EG&G model 610 Vector Averaging 
Current Meters (VACMs) and six Sea Data Temperature Recorders (TRs) in the upper 
300 m, and Vector Averaging Wind Recorders (VA WRs) at a height of 4 m above the 
mean water line. Several EG&G Mode1630 Vector Measuring Current Meters (VMCMs) 
were also used. The VACMs recorded 15-minute...averaged velocities and temperatures 
and the TRs recorded 15-mi~ute spot samples of temperature. The VAWR is an inverted 
VACM equipped with a Climet three-cup anemometer and a pivoted vane (Freitag et aI., 
1989). There have been some changes in subsurface instrument depths during the 4 year 
period of this investigation due to changing program priorities. Figure 3.1 illustrates a 
typical mooring arrangement. Tables 3.1 and 3.2 provide actual time lines for instruments 
at each of the depths used in this analysis for temperature and velocity, respectively. 
There are gaps in some of the time series due to occasional instrument fai lures. Further 
infonnation on the collection and initial processing of these data is available in Freitag 
et al. (1987), Freitag and McPhaden (1988), and Yue et al. (J99I). Monthly means and 
seasonal cycles of each of these time series measurements for the period 1983-1991 are 
available in McPhaden and McCarty (1992) 
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Figure 3.1. Schematic of typical moored buoy at 0". 140'W duri""l.g the period November 










-- TEMPERA: URE 
!:! 
---= ~ 






1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 
Table 3.1. Bar chan showing velocity and temperature data available from current meters 
and from wind recorders as a function of depth at 0". 14{),'W during the period [983-1987 
Arrows indicate times of mooring deployments and recoveries and times when em casts 
were conducred. 
24 
00, 1400W TR TEMPERATURE 








C ::: L ::;:::- ::;:::::::-
i981 i985 i986 i 987 
Table 3.2. Bar chart showing availability of data from temperature recorders (TRs) at 
0", 140"W during the period 1983-1987 
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In addition to these standard equatorial mooring measurements, two of the 
moorings were ins trumented with a vertical array of fast -sampling I-minute TRs designed 
to resolve high-frequency internal wave variations . The duration of these data are typically 
days to weeks. The firs t, in May-June 1987, had fast-sampling TRs at 30 m, 34 m, 36 m. 
40 m, 46 m, 59 m, 61 m. and 101 m. Processing of these data is summarized in Freitag 
and McPhaden (1988). Using this data, McPhaden and Peters (1992) reported a diurnal 
cycle in lDV that was most pronounced at frequencies of 10-30 cph that was coherent 
between 30 m and 61 m. The second mooring was equipped with fast-sampli ng TRs at 
17 m. 24 m, 30 m, 36 m, 47 m, 59 m, 70 m, 82 m, 101 m, 121 m, 160 m, 199 m, and 
250 m, an acoustic Doppler CWTent profiler (ADCP) with 8 m vertical resolution between 
10-250 m. and a shol1wave radiometer. This unique 30 day data set was obtained in 
conjunction with microstructure measurements of the Tropical Instability Wave 
Experiment (TJWE) conducted in November!December 199 1. Although this disseltation 
is not directly concerned with the analysis of this second fast-sampli ng data set, some of 
the results of that analysis are discussed here to assist in the analysis of the IS-minute 
time series data 
2. Climatological Oata 
in addition to using the moored buoy data to characterize the high-
frequency temperature variability, several climatological data sets are utilized to provide 
additional information about surface forcing parameters. The International Satellite Cloud 
Climatology PrOject (ISCCP) data were used to compute monthly mean surface irradiance 
values for 0·, 14O'W for the 4-year observation period . ISCCP data were also used to 
compute monthly mean estimates of surface out-going longwave radiation. The ISCCP 
data contains information on cloud cover, cloud type, and cloud heights, as well as 
information about some of the atmospheric composition and surface conditions (Rossow 
et aI., 1988; Rossow and Schiffer, 1991). These data are resolved globally at 2.5" x 2.5" 
resolution every three hours. The Comprehensive Ocean-Atmosphere Data Set (COADS), 
Esbensen and Kushnir (1981), Oberhuber (1988), Dorman and Bourke (1976), and Global 
Precipitation Climatology Project (GPCP) c1imatologies were also used to compute 
surfaces fluxes . 
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II. LlA TA PROC ESSING 
Prelim inary post-processing of the raw mooring datil was performed at NOAA's 
Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory following Freitag e! al. (1991). This included 
convcI1ing the data to engineering units using empirically~derived calibration coefficients 
and performing internal quality checks and windowing to remove obviously bad data 
points. Since this investigation focuses on high-frequency variations, the resulting 15-
minute data were visually examined to further verify the quality. Questionable data were 
eliminated and flagged 
With the objective of characterizing the diurnal cycle of high-frequency 
temperature variability over sea~onal and interannual time scales, subsurface temperature 
and velocity data over the 4-ycar period from November 1983 through October 1987 were 
examined. To investigate the variability of the diurnal cycle over these longer time 
~cales. the data were segmented by calendar month and then into six-hour time bins. The 
local time bins, 22()()-Q4()() (night) , 0400-1000 (morning), 1000- 1600 (day), and 1600-
2200 (evening), were selected to correspond with observations of the diurnaJ cycle of 
turbulent dissipation, and to the observations by McPhaden and Pete~ ( 1992) of the 
diurnal cycle of high-frequency internal waves. The TROPIC HEAT observations showed 
maximum rates of turbulent dissipation and high-frequency internal wave activity in the 
stratified region during the morning hours near sunrise, corresponding to the 0400-1000 
time bin in this study. Minimum values of dissipation typically occurred during the 
evening, or the 1600-22()() time bin. In discus~ing diurnal variations, the first two time 
bins (night and morning) will be collectively referred to as nighttime and the remaining 
two time bins (day and evening) will be collectively referred to as daytime 
Tn addition to allowing a comparison of different six-hour bins, and thus an 
indication of the mean diurnal cycle. segmenting the data into ~ix-hour segments 
effectively acts as II high-pass filter to reduce the effects of the semi-diurnal and diurnal 
tides. Additional measures taken in computing rov to filter the tides are discussed in 
greater detail in the next section 
In examining statistical relationships throughout this analysis, the standard error 
of the mean and 95% confidence intervals are often used as indicators of the level of 
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statistical significance. The standard error of the mean was computed as 
where a is the standard deviation of the population of Il observations (Crowe et al.. 
1960). The 95% confidence intervals were computed based on the integral times scale 
between of the respective time series using the method of Davis (1976). The integral time 
scale: t~ ~ i~_ C,/i!J.f)C~(i!J.f)!J.t ,determines the time period required to gain a new 
"degree of freedom" in computing cOlTelations. The use of the integral time scale in 
detennining significance levels is particularly important due to the strong seasonal cycles 
of the surface forcing and background conditions observed in the equatorial Pacific 
Ocean 
I. Isotherm Displacement Variance 
As an indicator of the seasonal and interannual variability of the high-
frequency temperature variability, monthly mean values of JOV were computed for the 
48 months of the record. IOV was computed at each of six depths instrumented with 15-
minute spot-sampled temperature recorders (TRs); 35 m. 60 m, 100 m, 140 m, 2()() m, and 
3()() m. Although temperatures were recorded at 15-minute intervals at the each of the 
VACM depths, I m, 10 m, 25 m, 4S m, 80 m. 120 m, 160 m, 250 m, these temperature 
values represented IS-minute averaged temperature, rather than instantaneous temperature 
The IS-minute averaging operator effectively removed the higher-frequency waves of 
interest here. It is important that even the IS-minute spot-sampled TR data, with a 
Nyquis t frequency of 2 cph. is too coarse to resolve the high-frequency internal waves 
(10~30 cph) observed by McPhaden and Peters (1992) using I-m inute spot-sampled TR 
data. Nevertheless, with sufficient averaging, over about 30 days, McPhaden and Peters 
(1992) reported a diurnal cycle of illV using IS-minute TR data . 
Prior to computing variances for each of the six-hour records, each six-hour 
segment was fitted to a cubic polynomial to remove the mean, trend and curvature of the 
temperature signal. The purpose of this operation was to remove the lower frequencies, 
particularly the tidal frequencies. Figure 3.2 illustrates the simple method used to remove 
the dominant tidal effects 'Ine advantages of this method are that it is simple and local 
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because it was applied only to six-hour segments; henD;;, non-stationarity of the data does 
not present a serious problem . Similar analyses using a 32-term tidal harmonic analysis 
routine and an ideal (cosine taper) high-pass filter \0 the monthly data SCIS resulted in 
undesirable effects that were attributed to the non-stationarity of the data over monthly 
ti me scales_ An examination of the four-year records of raw temperature and velocity data 
clearly shows the non-stationary character of the data 
After fitting with cubic polynomials, variances of the residuals were computed for 
each six-hour segment for each day of each month for all six TR depths_ IDV was then 
computed by normalizing these variances by the mean temperature gradient fOf the same 
six-hour period. The mean temperature gradient, rlT/ilz, was computed from the siX-hour 
mean temperatures at each depth us ing centered differencing, except at the surface and 
at 300 m, where first differences were used. A sensitivity study was performed to evaluate 
the differences between nonnalizing by the mean ilT/ilz for the six-hour segment averaged 
over the typical 30-day month (which was more stable, but subject to non-stationarity 
errors) or nonnal izing by the mean iJr(dz for the individual six-hour segments, subject 
to noise due to small instrumental errors , The results showed that the possible error due 
to instrument error was much less than that due to non-stat ionarity of the gradient over 
30 days (Figure 3.3). Thus, if a computed gradient was less than the minimum resolvable 
gradient computed assuming a maximum instmment error of 0.05 C, then that observation 
was not used in computing lDY . The minimum resolvable gradient, graderr was 
computed as graden ~ 0.05;;",2 , where t!.z is the instrument spacing. To greatly 
improve the high-frequency signal- to-noise rat io, the six-hourly roy's for each of the four 
time bins were ensemble-averaged over all days of each month 
Since my was computed by dividing the six-hour temperature variance by 
the six-hour mean vertical temperature gradient. this calculation was extremely sensitive 
to small temperature gradients, such as those occurring in the surface mixed-layer 
Therefore, it was important to distinguish between periods when the instruments were in 
the mixed layer and periods when the instruments were below the mixed layer, When the 
35 m and 60 m TRs were in the mixed-layer, gradients were small and JOY would be 
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USE OF CUBIC POLYNOMIAL FILTER 
SEMI-DIURNAL TIDE 
~--~--+---+-~*---+-~+-----~t---7--' t 
Figure 3.2. illustration of procedure used to high-pass filter the tempt;:rature data to 
reduce principal tidal constituents. Data were segmented into six-hour time bins and fit 
with a cubic polynomial. Illustration shows that the polynomial removes the local mean, 
six-hour trend, and the curvature and inflection point associated with the semi-diurnal 
tide 
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Figure 3.3. Temperature gradie:u error analys is used to determine the preferred 
temperature gradient (dT/dz). which was used to :lOrmalize temperature variances in 
computing isotherm displacement variance (IDV). The dashed line represents the 
maximum error in dT/dz associated with the instrument errors. Maximum instrument 
errors were assumed to be 0.05 C. 'me four solid lines are standard deviations of dT/dz 
over the month of November 1984. These results show that the non-stationarity of dT/dz 
over the month is greater than the possible error in dT/dz due to instrument error. 
expected to become large and meaningless Eliminating six-hourly segments having 
vertical temperature gradients less than 0.004 Cm· l at 35 m and 0.cX12 Cm'! at 60 m 
served to filter out time periods when the TRs were in the mixed-layer. In addition to the 
temperature gradient tests, six-hourly values of my were subjectively edited to remove 
unrealistically high lOY values before computing monthly means. Over the four-year 
record, six-hourly values of lOY at 35 m were eliminated by these two tests \4.7%, 
15 . [ %, 15.1 %, and 9.9% of the time for the night, morning, day, and evening time bins. 
respectively. Six-hourly values of my at 60 m were eliminated 4.1 %, 2.9%, 2.6%, and 
2.6% of the time for the night, morning, day, and evening time bins, respectively. 
2, Buoyancy Frequency 
The static and dynamic stability of the upper ocean, as well as the 
corresponding generation and decay of internal waves and turbulent mixing are 
fundamentally related to the density stratification of the water column. Therefore, 
estimates of the buoyancy frequency, 
were computed for the 48-month analysis period. The lack of a moored salinity time 
series at 0·, 140"W precluded the inclusion of high-frequency salinity fluctuations in the 
computation of N. Conductivity, temperature, and depth cast.~ (CTOs) were conducted 
at about six-month intervals during each mooring deployment and recovery (Table 3.1) 
Examination of the salinity profiles from these cm casts suggests that although salinity 
does change with time, particularly during the migration of a salinity front dwing the 
passage of tropical instability waves, the vertical gradient of salinity appears to be 
relatively constant compared with changes in vertical temperature gradients. Us ing the 
available salinity profiles, estimates of monthly salinity profiles were computed. by linear 
interpolation . Actual monthly salinities may have varied substantially from these 
estimates . In addition to these monthly salinity profile estimates, six-hourly mean 
temperature profiles were computed using both YACM and TR temperatures at \4 depths . 
Using the monthly salinity values and the six-hourly mean temperature values, six-hourly 
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mean densities were computed at each of the 14 depths. These density profiles were then 
fit with a cubic spline (Abroa, 1970) designed so that the shape of the curve matches 
the shape of the data while minimizing oscillations. The vertical density gradient. opitz, 
was computed from the spline fit of the density profile. In this manner, N was compute{) 
at each of the 14 instrument depths for each six-hour period 
3. Velocity Shear 
Dynamic stability is determined in part by the velocity structure of the 
water column, particularly the vertical velocity shear. Therefore, six-hourly values of 
vertical velocity shear were computed from six-hourly mean velocity profiles computed 
from the i5-minute averaged VACM velocity data at ]0 m, 25 m. 45 m, 80 m, 120 m, 
160 m, and 250 m , Six-hour mean zonal and meridional velocity components. /> and v. 
were fit wi th a cubic spline (Akima, 1970), as described in the previous section. Vertical 
shear of the zonal and meridional components, awaz and awz, respectively. were 
computed from the spline fit. In a comparison study using g·meter venical resolution 
acoustic Doppler current profiler (ADCP) data from 1991. the Akjma spline provided a 
more realistic shear profile than that computed by linear interpolation from centered 
differencing (Figure 3.4). Shear squared values in the high·shear region below the EUC 
core are underestimated due to the greater vertical separation of current meters below 120 
m. Although these shear estimates an:: far from ideal, they are reasonable and likely the 
best available for the time and location of this study . Vector shear and shear squared were 
computed from the component shears. 
4. Richardson Number 
Gradient Richardson number. Ri, an indicator of the dynamic stability of 
the water column. is defined as the ratio between the density stratification, N1, and the 
velocity shear squared. Si Generally. the small-scale. or local. instantaneous Ri is desired, 
but is often not available due to limik:d vertical and temporal resolution. Clearly. the 
resolution of these time series measurements do not satisfy the local and instantaneous 
conditions. Nevertheless, for the objectives defined here, i.e. to characterize the seasonal 
and interannual variability of the diurnal cycle of high-frequency temperatw-e 
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variability, or internal waves, mean Ri provides a useful indicator of mean processes 
occurring on these longer time scales 
Six-hourly averaged Ri was computed from the ratio of the six-hourly ,'oil 
to six-hourly SJ, This ratio is likely to differ from the mean of the ratio of IS-minute N1 
to the IS-minute SJ , Monthly mean values of Ri were computed for each of the fOill six-
hour time bins. Since S' is sometimes vanis hingly small, some values of Ri. which has 
S2 in the denominator, become quite large . To prevent these occa;;ionallarge values from 
significantly weighting the monthly means, values exceeding 150 were truncated and the 
remaining values were smoothed with a 1-2-\ running mean filter. Due to the averaging 
operators used and the coarse vertical resolution of the data, particularly velocity. the 
numerical val ues of mean Ri are expected to be somewhat higher than those measw-ed on 
smaller scales using microstructure measurements. 
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5. Mixed-Layer Depth 
The thickness of the mixed laycr determines both the thermal and the 
mechanical inertia of the layer in direct contact with the atmosphere and influences the 
fluxes at the base of the layer. The study of mixed-layer depth and its variability is of 
fundamental importance for the understanding and interpretation of thermal and velocity 
fields of the upper ocean. for parameterizing mixed·layer processes, and for determining 
air-sea fluxes (Schneider and Muller, 1990). Numerous dcfinitions for mixed-layer depth 
have been described in the literature, Gradients or differences from the surface of ei ther 
temperature, salinity, or density have been specified that cannot be exceeded within the 
mixed layer. Wyrtki (1964) used a temperature difference of 0.5 C. Lukas and Lindstrom 
(1987) employed critical gradients of temperature (0.05 Cm·I, 0.025 Cm,I) , salinity (002 
m· I, 0.01 m-I),and potential density (J6 (0.01 kgnf\ Peters et aI . (1989) used a difference 
of 0 6 of 0.01 kgm·.' McPhaden and Peters (1992) used a temperature gradient of 
O.01Cm- l. None of these definitions may be ideal fOf every situation, and it is advisable 
to examine individual data sets prior to defining the requisite criterion. After examining 
individual and monthly mean profiles of temperature and temperature gradient. the 
definition of mixed-layer depth based on the depth where the gradient flrst reaches 
O.OICm-1 was chosen. Using this criterion, mixed-layer depth was computed for each six-
hour time bin by linearly interpolating the six· hour mean temperature profiles. Monthly 
mean mixed-layer depths were then calculated for each of the four time bins. 
As an indicator of the diurnal variability of surface layer mixing, daily 
maximum ranges were computed from the four daily six-hour values of mixed-layer 
depth, i .e . the difference between each daily maximum mixed· layer depth and each daily 
minimum mixed-layer depth. Monthly mean diurnal ranges of mixed-layer depth were 
computed from the daily values 
In this study, both mixed· layer depth and diurnal range of mixed-layer 
depth are used as measures of the net amount of surface layer mixing. Since high-
frequency temperature fl uctuations in the thermocline are likely to be related to surface 
layer mixing and the processes which generate surface layer mixing, relationships between 
these measures of surface layer mixing and rDV and the diurnal cycle of IDV are 
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exam ined. 
6. Surface Heat and BuoJancy Fluxes 
Diurnal modulations of the upper ocean mixing processes observed at 
O°,14O"W arc driven from the surface by either mechanical forcing of surface wind stress 
or thermodynamic forcing of surface buoyancy flux. Diurnal variations in mechanical 
forcing are possible since there are small but significant diurnal variations in wind speed 
(Deser. 1994). These diurnal var iations are likely to be smaller than the pronounced 
diurnal variation of the surface buoyancy flux. The surface buoyancy flux determines the 
amount and intensity of convective mixing. The ocean moves beca use of buoyancy 
contrasts due to differences of both temperature and salinity. These differences arc created 
by the fluxes of heat Rnd water at the ocean surface, whose combined effect on buoyancy, 
-gp, is called the buoyancy flux, B, which is given by' 
where E. p~c/q.-q)U is the evaporation rate, P is the precipitation rate, c" is the 
specific heat of water (3998 Jkg"K-'), s is the surface salinity (35.0), a: ~ - p -1ap/ar 
is the thermal expansion coefficient of seawater at the surface (2970 x to-7 K- 1), 
13 = p-'ap/ds is the corresponding coefficient for salinity (-7.39 x 10-4), 8 is 
the acceleration of gravity (9.7976 ms·I ), U is the surface wind speed, qa is the specific 
humidity, q, is the saturated specific humidity, and Q"" is the net surface heat flux (Gill, 
1982). Buoyancy flux is a measure of the input of mean potential energy at the ocean 
swface (Oberhuber, 1988). 
Surface heat flux is governed by the balance between shortwave solar 
irradiance, Q., latent or evaporative flux, C. sensible or conductive flux, Q~, and 
longwav~ back radiation, Q" 
Que, = Q. + Q< + Q. + Qh 
Monthly mean values of Q"" and R were computed from monthly mean values of Q" 
Q", Q •• Q •. E. and P. The methods and data sets used in computing these terms are given 
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in the following several sections . 
Since it has been hypothesized that the diurnal cycle of the surface 
buoyancy flux is related to the diurnal cycle of turbulent mixing in the equatorial 
thermocline (Mourn and Caldwell, 1985; Mourn et aI. , 1989), surface buoyancy and heat 
fluxes, as well liS the individual terms comprising them, are examined over seasonal and 
interannual time scales. Relationships between these terms and surface layer mixing. JOY 
and the diurnal cycle of IDY life determined. 
Although there is evidence of a diurnal cycle of precipitation over the 
tropical oceans (Gray and Jacobson, 1977; Dorman and Bourke, 1979; Meisner and Arkin, 
1987), observations of the diurnal cycle of turbulent mixing in the equatorial Pacific were 
observed during times when precipitation was not observed and the surface buoyancy flux 
was controlled by the SUrfllce heat flux (Peters et al., 1988; Mourn et al.. 1989) 
Therefore. it is not unreasonable to assume that the surface heat flux. which changes 
diurnally with the rising lind setting of the sun, dominates the diurnal cycle of the surface 
buoYllncy flux at 0", 140'W 
7. Surface Solar Irradiance 
Bond and McPhaden (1994) and lmawaki et aI. (1988) found that the day-
to-night difference of the sea surface cooling. which they define as the sum of the net <2" 
Q., and Q", is negligible compllfed with the net solar irradiance. As expected, they found 
large day-to-night differences in Q,. Additionally, Bishop and Rossow (199 1) described 
significant variability of Q over time scales varying from daily to interannual. They 
attribute this variability to changes in cloud fraction and atmospheric composition 
For the four-year period examined here. direct observations of solar 
irradiance were not available in the central equatorial Pacific. However. monthly mean 
estimates of swface solar inadiance have been computed for the entire time series using 
ISCCP cloud data. The computationally fast radiative transfer model of Bishop and 
Rossow (1991) for surface solar irmdiance utilizes the following JSCCP data: solar zenith 
angle (1':.,). atmospheric wllter vapor profile and ozone column IIbundllnce. cloud fraction, 
cloud optical thickness, visible surface reflectance. and surface pressure. This algorithm 
uses the Frouin et al. (1989) formula for the soillf irradiance at the surface under clear sky 
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conditions. The cloudy sky component utilizes spherical and directional albedos derived 
using optical thickness from tables_ These tables. which allow a major improvement in 
computation speed, an: obtained from full Mie calculations (Hansen and Travis. 1974) and 
provide a physical link between the observed cloudy scene reflectance and the total cloud 
transmission thai is the basis for all methods for calculating surface solar irradiances 
(Tarpley, 1979: Gautier et aI. , 1980; Darnell el aL, 1988; Bishop and Rossow, 1991). The 
total incident solar irradiancc is the sum of the clear and cloudy sky components 
Monthly mean surface solar irradiancc values for the period November 
1983 through October 1987 were provided by Dr. J. Beauchamp at Goddard Institute for 
Space Studies. These monthly means were computed from 3-hourly 2.5U x 2.sfi ISCCP 
data. In addition to the surface solar irradiance values computoo using the radiative 
transfer model, monthly mean values of surface solar irradiance were computed from bulk 
formalae, Q/Qo == I - 0.76C + 0.00 190.. where Q, is the insolation under cloudy 
conditions, Qo the insolation under clear skies from the Smithsonian formu la, C cloud 
fraction from ISCCP data, and a is noon solar altitude (Reed, 1977; Weare et aI, 1981; 
Seager et aI., 1988: Blumenthal and Cane, 1989). 
S. Longwave Radiation 
Although the diurnal cycle of longwave radiation has been reported to be 
small (Imawaki et al.. 1988; Bond and McPhaden, 1994) the concern here is with the 
dfect of seasonal and interannual variations of longwave radiation on the diWTlal cycle 
of upper ocean mixing and high-frequency temperature variabiuty. During this four-year 
study period, however, no direct measurements of net longwave radiation were made. In 
fact, due 10 the difficulty of making direct radiation measurements at sea, there are few 
long-term observations of longwave ramation over the oceans at any location, Data 
acquired during the GARP Atlantic Tropical Experiment (GATE) revealed spatial and 
temporal variability of longwave radiation of about 30 Wm-', presumably due to 
mesoscale and small-scale variations in cloudiness and other meteorological parameters 
(Fung et aI., 1984), Surface longwave radiation depends on the integrated results of 
absorption, emission, and scattering in the entire inhomogeneous atmospheric column 
Due to the scarcity of direct observations, empirically derived bulk formulae are 
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traditionally used to estimate monthly mean net longwave radiation at the ocean surface 
(Clark et aI., 1974; Bunker, 1976; Wyrtki, 1965; Hastenrath and Lamb, 1978), Although 
these methods do not adequately account for the dependence on the concentrations of 
atmospher ic constituents and on the vertical distribution of temperature, humidity, and 
cloud properties, they are generally the best available estimates_ The various bulk 
formulae, which use marine observations of SST, near-surface air temperature, humidity, 
and cloudiness, often give dissimilar results for given parameters (Fung et al., 1984). 
Monthly mean net longwave radiation was computed following the 
procedure given in the Ocean Observing System Development Panel's Background Repon 
on Surface Conditions and Air-Sea Fluxes (Weller and Taylor, 1993), which uses the clear 
sky formula of Clark et al., (1974), 
LW",,1 j "£or;(O_39-0.0~(ed)lt1) .. 4€o1:(T, -1~) 
The emissivity, E, is taken to be 0 ,98; 0 = 5_67 X IO- i Wm-'K" is the Stefan-Boltzmann 
constant, and near-surface air temperature (TJ and SST (TJ are in degrees Kelvin. Input 
data were gathered from the following sources in order of preference: mooring data for 
T, and T" when available; COADS monthly means of T" T" specific humidity (q), and 
sea level pressure (P), when available; and the Esbensen and Kushnir (1981) climatology 
for T._ T" q, and p. Vapor pressure (e) was computed as 
e .~, 
where E = 0.622 (Gill, 1982) . The cloud correction of the longwave radiation was made 
using the cloud cOlTection factor recommended by Clark et al. (1974). 
LWII ~ LWc .. ll(1-bC2), 
where b = 0 .62 and C is the cloud fraction obtained from the ISCCP data. Upward and 
downward RlTOWS indicate the net of the upward and downward components of iongwave 
radiation. Using this procedure monthly mean values of net surface longwave radiation 
were computed for the 48-month observation period 
9. Latent Heat Flux 
Of the four terms in the swface heat flux in the central equatorial Pacific, 
the latent heat flux, Q." is typically the largest source of heat loss from the ocean surface 
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to the atmosphere. Climatological values of Q at 0°, 140"W computed lIsing bulk 
formulae range between about -is and - 110 Wm-'. Using available dala from several 
SOLlfCCS. Q< was computed as 
Q, - - p"ivCiqs-qG)U - l"E 
where p. is the density of air (1.225 kg m J),l, is the latent heRI of vaporization. C. is the 
transfer coefficient for latent heat or Dalton number (115 x 10,3). q, is the saturation 
specific humidity, qa is the specific humidity measured near the sea surface, and U is 
the surface wind speed (Large and Pond, 1982; Weller and Taylor, 1993) . The latent heat 
of vaporization was computed as: 
where fa is Ihe air temperaturl': . The satllfation specific humidity was computed using 
Tetens' fannula (Buck, 1981): 
qs = O.62197x (P-o.:;sxP,.l 
where P, is the vapor pressure IUld P i~ the annospheric pressure. Depending on data 
availability. U and To were measured from the moored buoys, and q. and P were taken 
from the COADS climatology_ When buoy observations of U or T .• were unavailable, the 
climatology of McPhaden and McCarty (1992) was used. When COADS observation.~ of 
q. or P were unavailable, the Esbensen and Kushnir (1981) climatology was used. 
Since observations of q. were available for only 19 of the 48 months of 
this study, the sensitivity of the calculation ofQ~ to q, was examined hy comparing values 
of <4 computed using COADS observations of q. to values of Q. computed using the 
Esbensen and Kushnir climatological values of fl. (Figure 3.5 ). The root-mean square 
(rms) difference was 21.31 Wm-l , or more than 25% of the mean Q, for the COADS 
data, -77.4 Wm ' _ Despite the large rms difference, the correlation between these fields 
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is 0.67 
10. Sensible Heat Flux 
Sensible heat flux, Q" is typically the smallest term of the swface heat 
flu):, with climatological values of about -2 to -5 Wm-2 • Monthly means of sensible heat 
flu): were computed as 
Qh • PaCpC,(T.-T,;>U 
where cp is the specific heat of dry air (1004.67 m2s'2K\ C, is the transfer coefficient for 
sensible heat or Stanton number, and T, is the sea surface temperature. A Stanton number 
of l. 15><10·3 was used for unstable conditions (T,>T.) and O.75xHyJ was used for stable 
conditions U~<T.) (Large and Pond, 1982; Weller and Taylor, 1993). Based on monthly 
mean T,-T. differences, stable conditions occurred during 48% of the months 
] L Precipitation 
Unlike the situation over land, direct measurements of precipitation over 
the oceans lire rllre, particularly over the central equatorial Pacific. Duee atlases of 
precipitation have been used to provide a range of estimates of monthly mean 
precipitation near 0", 14O'W (Table 3.3). Dorman and Bourke (1979) derived cstimates 
of precipitation for 2u latitude by 5~ longitude rectangles over the Pacific using present 
weather observations taken by ships. Using the method of Tucker (1 961), measured 
rainfall amounts at land stations were related to the present weather reported in the 
synoptic observations . Corrections related to local temperature biases were also applied 
Over the 1952-1979 period of their study, only about 500 observations were reported for 
each of the 2° x 5° rectangles surrounding 0", 140'W. They reported that this is the 
minimum number of observations for reliable estimates. Their analysis indicated annual 
precipitation of about 800 mm (Figure 3.6). Seasonally, their estimates showed increased 
precipitation during the boreal spring and decreased precipitation during the fall and 
Shea (1986) produced a global precipitation atlas based on objective 
analysis of shore station data. Oberhuber (1988) used this atlas and an analysis of the 
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Figure 3.5. Comparison between monthly mean values of latent heat flux computed using 
specific heat acquired from monthly COADS observations and latent heat computed using 
specifIC heat acquired from the Esbensen and Kushnir (198 1) climatology 
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Figure 3.6. Mean annual precipitation over the Pacific Ocean between 30"S and 6O"N 
from Dorman and Bourke (1979) 
LQ<;,""ON or STATIONSUSEO rOR PREC'PITAnON CO"f'lJUTlOMS 
'. "'-'."(lO} 
Figure 3.7. Locations of stations used for precipitation atlases of Shea (1986) and 
Oberhuber (1988) for the period 1950- 1979 
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vicinity of 0". 140'W, t.ltese analyses are based on widely-spaced distant island stations 
(Figure 3.7) . The Oberhuber climatology indicates annual precipitation amounts of about 
1 (X)() mm. The annual cycle is characterized by precipitation rates of about 130 mm mth" 
in the boreal spring and aOOm 35 mm mth-1 in the boreal fail (Table 3.3, Figure 3.8) 
Considering the scarciTY of observations in both climatologies. the agreement is good . 
Both atlases indicate a strong precipitation gradient north of the eqllalOf associated with 
the inter-tropical convergence zone (ITCZ). This strong gradient suggests the possibility 
of significant variability of precipitation as the LTCZ varies seasonally and interannually 
Shea ( 1986)/Coerhutler (1988) Cl imatology 
SEASONAL CYCLE OF PRCCCIPIfATION at O,1 4CW 
Figure 3.8. Seasonal cycle of precipitation at 0°, 140"W from Shea (1986)/Oberhuber 
(1988) 
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Table 3.3. Climatological values of precipitation at 0". 1400W from Dorman and Bourke 
(1979), Shea(1986)/Oberhuber (1988), and Janowiak and Arkin (1991) Units are mm 
mth·l 
PERIOD Dorman & Bourke Shea/Oberhuber GPCP 
JANUARY 50-100 93.3 14.9 
FEBRUARY 118 .2 39.3 
MARCH 121.3 53 .0 
APRIL 200 132.8 65 .1 
MAY 135.1 61.4 
JUNE 106.6 8 1 
JULY 100 88.8 3.7 
AUGUST 46.9 2.2 
SEPTEMBER 25 .1 1.2 
OCTOBER 50-100 42.6 0.9 
NOVEMBER 32.5 3.9 
DECEMBER 43.9 3.4 
ANNUAL MEAN 800 987.1 257.0 
Another indication of the magnitudes of precipitation and the seasonal and 
interannual variability of precipitation at 0", 140"W is provided by the satellite-derived 
precipitation estimates from the Global Precipitation Climatology Project (GPCP). Using 
infrared (IR) data from geostationary and polar-orbiting satellites, Janowiak and Arldn 
(1991) derived pentad (5-day) and monthly rainfa ll estimates in the tropics during 1986-
1989 using II simple cloud-top temperature-thresholding algorithm. Dr. Janowiak kindly 
provided an updated time series of precipitation estimates computed by the same method 
for the period January 1986 through December 1993 (Figure 3.911). These data show high 
precipitation rates during the 1986/1987 and 1991/1992 ENSO warm episodes and 
precipitation Tates considerably lower than the Dorman and Bourke (1976) and 
Shea(l986)/Oberhuber (1988) climatologies during non-ENSO years. The eight-year 
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OPCP time series of monthly mean precipitation estimates was used to calculate the 
opep climatology shown in Table 3.3 This climatology indicates annual precipitation 
at 0", !4O'W of about 257 mOl, considerably less than the two other climatological 
estimates 
Using the OPCP climatology for the period November 1983 - December 
1985 and the OPC? monthly mean observations for the period January 1986 - October 
1987, a composite time series of precipitation estimates for the study period WB.S derived 
The composite opep time series and the Shea (1986)/Oberhuber (1988) climatological 
time series are compared in Figure 3.9b , Except for a sharp peak in precipitation during 
the spring of 1987, the opep precipitation estimates arc consistently much smaller than 
the precipitation estimates given by the Shea/Oberhuber climatologies. Sin(;e both the 
Shea/Oberhuber and Dorman and Bourke climatologies were based on scarce data, greater 
confidence is given to the GPCP data. Unfortunately, these data have not been validated 
with reli able surface measurements in the central equatorial Pacific, so uncertainty 
remains. Therefore, buoyancy flux calculations were performed using precipitation 
estimates from both the GPCP time series and the Shea/Oberhuber climatology. 
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Figure 3.9. a) Time series of satellite-derived monthly mean GPCP precipitation 
estimates for the period January 1986 through December 1993 averaged between 2S'N 
and 2.5"S and 138.75"Wand 141.25"\V (from Dr. 1. Janowiak;. b) Comparison between 
time series of monthly mean precipitation estimates based on a composite of GPCP 
climatology and observations and on the Shea/Oberhuber climatology for the period 
November 1983-0ctober 1987 Units art": mm mth·' 
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12. Wave Momentum Flux 
As discussed in the introduction, one of the concerns here is the diurnal 
modulation of the wave induced zonal momentum flux. The Skyllingslad and Denbo 
(1994) model results showed that internal waves can provide an efficient mechanism for 
the vertical transport of horizontal momentum. In their mcxieled swface mixed layer, the 
internal waves gained eastward momentum at the expense of the background flow _ In 
some cases, this momentum was transferred back to the mean flow at a critical level 
resulting in a deceleration below the underClUTcnt core. Otherwise, the waves tended to 
decrease the current velocity above the EUe core. In an effort to compare their model 
results to observations, wave momentum flux, u'w'. shear production of turbulent 
kinetic energy. (u'w')iJu/az. , and wave stress divergence, Fl/az.(u'w') , were computed using 
the moored buoy data. As with lOY calculations, the temperature and velocity data were 
effectively high-pass filtered to remove the dominant tidal effects by segmenting the data 
into 6-hour time bins and fitting each to a cubic polynomial. The residuals, u' and 1', 
were then used to compute the above variables as follows: 
As before, the t.t for all of the observations was 15 minutes, however, the individual 
observations of velocity represent IS-minute averaged quantities, whereas some of the 
temperatures are IS-minute averages and some !Ire 15-minute spot samples. The 15-
minute averaged temperatures and velocities have had the higher frequencies effectively 
removed by averaging. In the calculation of w', the mean venieal temperature gradient, 
aT/dz, was computed using centered differencing. In the calculation of the shear 
production of TKE, the vertical velocity shear was computed as described previously 
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C. SENSITIVITY STUDV OF COMPUTED IOV 
Since the primary focus of this investigation is an examination of the diurnal cycle 
of high-frequency temperature variability, the following sensitivity studies were 
perfonned to verify the suitability of the method of computing monthly mean lOY. Since 
the sampling period of 15 minutes is insufficient to resolve all of the high-frequency 
waves of interest, it was necessary to rely on statistical methods to examine the character 
of these high-frequency waves. It was hypothesized that with sufficient averaging of the 
variances of the IS-minute spot sampled temperatures it would be possible to enhance the 
diurnal signal of the high-frequency waves. To examine this hypothesis, two simple 
studies comparing the computations of illV using the J 5-minute temperatw'es to two 
high-frequency data sets were perfonned. 
L Comparison With TROPIC HEAT I Results 
Values of IDV were computed for the month of November 1984 and for 
the week of November 25 -December I, 1984 (Figure 3.10). This latter period was chosen 
to coincide with the TROPIC HEAT J observation period when Wijesekera and Dillon 
(1991) presented isopycnal displacement variance as a function of time of day (Figure 
3.lOa). Their calculations of isopycnal displacement variance were computed from 
microstructure profiles obtained using the rapid sampling vertical profiler (RSVP) 
(Caldwe li et al., 1985). Measured variables were depth, temperature, salinity, potential 
density, and turbulent kinetic energy crKE) dissipation rate. The high vertical and 
temporal resolution of their data allowed isopycnal displacements to be computed directly 
from individual Thorpe-ordered density profiles (Thorpe, 1977). After removing the 0.1 
running mean from these profiles, they computed illY. Comparison between their 
isopycnal displacement variances (Figure 3.9a) and lOY computed here (Figw"C 3. lOb) 
shows reasonable agreement, particularly with regard to the vertical strucUlre of the 
diurnal variations. Generally, the vertical structure is similar, but the magnitudes of their 
displacement variances are larger by about a factor of two. The reason for the difference 
in magnitudes remains unclear, but could be partially due to the higher vertical resolution 
of their data, the inclusion of salinity in their observations, and their shorter sampling 
interval of 7.5 minutes, as opposed to the IS-minute sampling interval used here. The 
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Figure 3.10. Comparison between a) mean isopycna! displacement variance from 
TROPIC HEAT microstructure measurements by Wijesekera and Dillon (1991) during 
November 25-December 1. 1984 at 0". 14O"W. and b) mean isotherm displacement 
variance (IDV) for four six-hour time bins using moored buoy data from the same time 
period and location 
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magnitudes show a pronounced diurnal cycle of isopycnal displacement variance 
between 105 m and 130 m that is not evident in the IDV results computed from the 
mooring data. Given the resolution differences, and the fact that in this case the mooring 
data were averaged only over seven days, the correspondence between rov results is 
noteworthy 
2. Comparison With I-Minute TR Data 
Although the comparison with Wijesekera and Dillon showed reasonable 
agreement. differences are apparent and the results are not conclusive. Therefore, 1-
minute spot-sampled temperature data at 40 m depth for the period, May 12 - June 11, 
1987, were used to further validate our methodology. This is a subset of the data 
examined by McPhaden and Peters (1992), who showed a diurnal cycle of lOV at 
frequencies near ,v (10-30 cph). The identical procedure for calculating mv with the 15· 
minute data was used to calculate IDV with the I-minute data, including segmenting the 
data into six-hour bins and fitting the data in each hin with a cubic polynomial. 
Temperature variances were then computed from the 6·hour residuals, which in this case 
were composed of 360 data points. These variances were then normalized by the venical 
temperature gradient to compute lOV. Thus, 30 daily lOVs were computed for each of 
the four 6-hour time bins. Us ing these I-minute 10Vs as a standard. this procedure was 
then repeated after subsampling the I-minute .. data in two ways. First, for each IS-minute 
period, the I-minute temperatures were randomly subsampled . Values of 10V were then 
computed from the resulting unevenly spaced time series using the above procedure. The 
resulting 30 rDV valut:s for each time bin were then correlated with the I-minute IDV 
values (Table 3.4) . Correlations were Strong with values ranging between 0.9173 and 
0.9867 . Next, the I-minute temperatures were subsampled every 15 minutes and the IDVs 
and correlations with the I-minute JOVs were computed (Table 3.4). Again, correlations 
were strong with values ranging between 0 .9100 and 0.9858 . Both sets of correlation 
coefficients indicate strong agreement hetween the I-minute IOYs and the IS-minute 
IDVs, indicating that the methodology is suitable for characterizing the variability of high-
frequency internal waves. 
52 
Table 3.4. Correlation coefficients between 30 day time series measW"ements of I-minute 
temperature data Bt 40 m depth and 15-minute randomly subsampled and periodically 
subsampled tem peratures for the foW" local time bins listed 
LOCAL T IJ\.1 E BIN 15-minute RANDOM 15-Minute PERIO DIC 
2200 - 0400 0.9173 0.9100 
0400 - 1000 0.9472 0.9535 
1000 - 1600 0.9867 0.9858 
1600 - 2200 0.9843 0.9168 
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IV. BACKGROUND CONDITIONS 
A. INTE RANNUAL VARIABILITY: ENSO 
Oceanic and atmospheric conditions in the central equatorial Pacific exhibit 
significant temporal variability over scales ranging ITorn diurnal to interannual. The ENSO 
phenomenon is the most notable and pronounced example of interannual global climate 
variability. A major ENSO warm episode, such as that which occurred dw"ing 1982/1983, 
leads to massive dis locations of tropical rainfall regimes, bringing drought to vast areas 
and torrential rains to otherwise arid regions . The related atmospheric circulation 
anomalies extend deep into the extratropics, where they arc associated with unusual and 
sometimes severe climatic conditions over a variety of regions around the globe 
Although each ENSO warm episode has unique characteristics, with episodes 
differing in su'ength, phase, and behavior, it is useful to describe a composite evolution 
over a period of 18-24 months. The anomalous ocean warming in the Pacific often begins 
near the Ecuador-Peru coast early in the calendar year, then spreads westward into the 
central equatorial Pacific. The coastal warming often peaks during April-June, but the 
warming in the central equatorial Pacific normally continues for several more months. as 
the high SSTs of the western Pacific spread eastward. The global atmospheric climate 
anomalies are most widespread and intense near the end of the first year and during the 
early months of the second year of the episode. i.e .• during the boreal winter. This period, 
approximately one year following the initial appearance of warm water in the eastern 
Pacific, is often referred to as the mature phase of the episode. Following the mature 
phase. the anomaly patterns enter a period of slow decay that spans several months. 
In November 1983. the beginning of our study period. the monthly Climate 
Diagnostics Bulletin. reported that the global 1982/1983 ENSO warm event had ended. 
From November 1983 through early 1985. conditions of the tropical Pacific were 
indicative of ENSO cold conditions During this period . satellite-sensed outgoing 
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longwave radiation (OLR) was anomalously positive, indicating relatively dry conditions. 
In tropical regions, OLR provides an indication of the intensity of atmosphCI-ic convection 
and the related precipitation. Lower level winds were anomalously easterly in the central 
equatorial PacifiC . The Southern Oscillation Index (Sal), computed from differences of 
sea level pressure anomalies at Tahiti and Darwin. was ncar normal over much of this 
period Temperature measurements at rr, J40"W revealed anomalously low SSTs and 
shallow thermocline depths throughout this period. Progressing through 1985, conditions 
across the tropical Pacific suggested a trend toward the build-up phase of ENSO that 
often precedes ENSO warm episodes (Climate Diagnostic Bulletins, 1985), This phase 
was characterized by slowly increasing SOl, anomalous low level easterlies, below 
normal equatorial SST. high sea level in the western Pacific, low sea level in the eastern 
Pacific. low convective activity io the central Pacific. and high convective activity in the 
western Pacific, In early 1986. several of the ENSO indices suggested the possible 
development of an ENSO wrum episode. but by May 1986 conditions aeross the tropical 
Pacific had returned to near normal, where they remained through the boreal summer 
During the fal l of 1986. most of the atmospheric and oceanic indices indicated thc 
development of the 1986/1987 ENSO wann episode . By October 1986, positive SST 
anomalies were observed across much of the equatorial Pacific, wcak westerly wind 
anomalies were observed in the central and eastern equatorial Pacific, and negative OLR 
anomalies wcre found near the date line at the equator. By November 1987, most of the 
indices had started a slow return to normal conditions across the equatorial Pacific 
H. INTERANN UAL YARIABILITY: LOCAL CONDITIONS 
In this section, local surface forcing and oceanic conditions observed during the 
four-year period chronicled in the previous section on largc·scale interannual ENSO 
variability are presented, Monthly mcan time scries of the following observed or 
computed variables for the 48·month record are presented: zonal and meridional winds, 
wind speed, shortwave radiation. longwave radiation, sensible heat flux, latent hcat flux, 
net surface heat flux, surface buoyancy flux, subsurface temperature (0·250 m), subsurface 
zonal and meridional velocity ( JO·250 01), buoyancy frequency (10·250 m). velocity shear 
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00-250 m), gradient Richardson number 00-250 m), mix.ed-Iayer depth, diurnal range 
of mixed-layer depth, and isotherm displacement variance (35 m. 60 m, 100 m, 140 m. 
and 200 m) 
1. Surface Forcing 
Monthly mean winds from the mooring at OU, 140"W are shown in Figure 
4.1. The solid curves are monthly means of the observed winds and dotted lines represent 
the climatological mean annual cycle computed from mooring data during 1983-1991 
(McPhaden and McCarty, 1992). Monthly mean winds were anomalously weak (westerly) 
during the period following the 1982/1983 ENSO warm event through September 1984 
and again starting in the fa!! 1986/winter 1987 and lasting through the 1986/1987 warm 
episode. Anomalous easterlies prevailed during the later stages of the 1984 cool episode 
and through the 1985/1986 ENSO build-up phase, Near normal zonal winds during the 
1986/1987 winter were followed by a collapse of the zonal winds during the mature phase 
of the 1986/1987 ENSO warming. Since weak local winds were observed during both 
the 1984 cold episode and the mature phase of the 1986/1987 warm episode, correlation 
between local surface winds and the larger scale ENSO conditions did not appear so-ong. 
suggesting non-local forcing of ENSO events 
Monthly mean estimates of QI>' Qh' Q,. Q,. and Q." are presented in Figures 
4.2 and 4.3. In Figure 4.2, solid curves represent computed monthly mean estimates and 
dotted lines represent climatological values. Values of Q~ and Q< (Figure 4.2b.c) with 
closed circle symbols were based on COADS monthly means or climatological values 
of air temperatw'e and specific humidity, respectively. The climatological values of Qb' 
Q~ . and Q. are from the Oberhuber (1988) climatOlogy, which is based on the 2" x 2Q 
COADS data set for the period 1950-1979. The climatology of Q, was computed 
following Reed (1977) using COADS cloud data and buoy data for the remaining terms 
The climatology of Q", was computed from the c1imatologies of the four terms 
Net longwave radiation was negative throughout the study period, with a 
mean net loss of 50.2 Wm- 2 from the ocean to the atmosphere (Figure 4.2a). Comparison 
with Figure 4.4a shows the dependence of estimated longwave radiation on SST. and 
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Monthly Mean U, 'Ii and Wind Speed at 0 , 140 W 
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Figure 4.1. Time series of monthly mean values of a) meridional wind, b) zonal wind 
and c) wind speed at Cf. 140'W during the period November 1983· October 1987. Solid 
lines indicate monthly mean ob~ervations, Dotted lines indicate climatological means from 
McPhaden and ),1cCarty (1992). 
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Figure 4.2. Monthly mean surface heat flux terms at 0", 140"W for the period Novem~r 
1983 ·October 1987: a) longwave radiation. Q, b) sensible heat flux, Q., c) latent 
heat flux, Q" d) shortwave radiation, Q" by FAST radiative scheme (solid line) and 
Bl,lLK formula (dashed. line), and e) net surface heat flux, Q"" Climatological values 
are given by dotted lines. Downward fluxes are positive 
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therefore the ENSO-rclatcd interannual variability of SST. Dwing the 1984 ENSO cold 
episode net outgoing longwave radiation wa~ reduced to about -40 to -45 Wm-2 Low 
values of longwave radiation were during the huild-up phase of the 198611987 ENSQ 
warming. During the mature phase of the warm episode, nd outgoing longwave radiation 
was increased to about -55 to -60 Wm-! 
Sen~ibk hell! flux estimates varied hctween +5 and -5 Wm-! (Figure 4.2b) 
These estimates were typical ly about 2-7 Wm-! greater than the climatological estimale~ 
of Oberhuber (1988), which were always negative between about -2 and -5 Wm- I , The 
small relative magnitudes suggest that sensibli: heat flux had only minor relative 
significance to the generation of strong convection by diurnal changes in sensihle heat 
(Figure 4.3) Generally, sensible heat flux was negative during the cold episode and 
positive during the warm episode. Unfortunately, air temperature measurements were 
avai lable for only 23 of the 48 months of the study, so climatological values of T. from 
McPhaden and McCarty (1992) were necessary for much of the time series. Although nOI 
shown, time series of IS-minute SST-To values show significant variations at periods from 
hours to weeks 
Latent heat flux represents the largest of the surfat:e heat loss terms (Figure 
4.3), with an average monthly mean value of -79.5 Wm". With a standard deviation of 
25.0 Wm" , the variability of Q" is the largest of the four heat flux terms. Latent heat flux 
estimates range between about -30 and -135 Wm·1 (Figure 4.2c) . From March 1984 
through March 1985, latent heat flux loss estimates of -25 to -70 Wm" were about 20-50 
Wm" less than climatological values. From about May 1985 through April 1987, latent 
heat estimates were near climatological values of about -75 10 -120 Wm·2 Latent heat flux 
estimates varied widcly hetween about -35 and -115 Wm·7 during the mature phase of the 
1986/1987 warm episode. 
Shortwave radiation is the largest term of the surface heat balance with 
average values of 283.7 Wm-1 (Figure 4.3). Shortwave radiation computed from both bulk 
formulae (dashed line. BULK) and the radiative transfer scheme (solid line, fAST) of 
Bishop and Rossow (1991) are presented in Figure 4.2d. Both BULK and fAST 
estimates were consistently greater that the Oberhuber ([988) climatological values (not 
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shown), by 71.8 and 49.8 Wm·', respectively. The BULK estimates were lower than the 
FAST estimates by ahout 20 Wm· 2 • The shortwave radiation values computed using the 
bulk formulae were erratic and cannot be simply related to sea~onal or ENSO interannual 
variability. The FAST shortwave radiation estimates show a well-defined seasonal cyde 
with a semi-annual period and interannual characteristics apparently related to ENSO 
The seasonal cycle appeared greatly diminished during the 1984 cool episode, and there 
was a significant reduction in downward shortwave radiation during the 1986/1987 warm 
episode. Since Ihis reduction in incoming shortwave radiation during the warm event did 
not appear in the simpler hulk formula, which takes into account cloud fraction but not 
cloud type or vertical structure in the atmospheric column, it appears that their inclusion 
in the radiative transfer model provides important improvements. 
The monthly mean net surface heat flux, Q,,,, was computed from the 
monthly mean heat flux telms described above (Figures 4.2e and 4.3). The average net 
surface heat flux into the ocean was 154.5 Wm·\ with monthly mean values ranging 
between 223 Wm·! and 78 Wm·2 The standard deviation of the monthly mean heat flux 
was 29.7Wm·2 , indicating large month 10 month variability. Figure 4.3 shows the relative 
contribution of the separate telms to the net surface heat flux . As mentioned for the 
individual terms, Q, is the dominate surface heat source and Q, aud Qb arc the dominate 
heat loss terms. The high variability of Q"" , is largely determined by the variability of Q" 
and to a lesser extent Q, InterannuaUy, Q,.., was relatively high during the 1984 cold 
episode, with values averaging about 170 Wm·2, and relatively low during the 1986/1987 
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Fi~u .. e 4.3. Monthly meml values of the terms of the surface heat balance at 0", 140'W 
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radiation, Qb' sensible heat flux, Qi>' latent heat flux, Q" and net surface heat flux, Q"". 
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The surface buoyancy flux determines tht:- turbulent vertical motion and 
amount of convective: mixing in the upper ocean. Figure 4.4 shows monthly mean 
estimates of the net surface buoyancy flux, J3 ",,~ and the heat and mOIsture components 
of the buoyancy flux, 8"" .. , and Bm,,;.,n=. respectively_ The~e estimate~ were based on the 
above estimates of thl;.': net surface heat flux, QMI' and calculations of the surface moisture 
flux . Surface moisture flux was computed using both the composite ofGPCP observat ions 
and climatology and the Shea/Oberhuher climatology of monthly mean precipitation, as 
described in section 3.2.11 . Although Ro""-"",,, values computed using the different 
precipitation estimates wefe quantitatively different , the magnitudes in each case were 
approximately an order of magnitude less than B"" .. _ Even during the largl;.': precipitation 
event during the spring of 1987, B"", was largely dominated by B""., 
The average value of B, .. , was -1.1 55 x 10 1 Wkg- l _ These t:stimates are in 
rough agreement with the ohserved daytime and nighttime values of swface buoyancy 
flux during the TROPIC HEAT experiment, -6 x 10"' Wkg- I and +1.5 x 10-1 Wkg-l , 
respectively (Mourn et a1., 1989). The standard deviation of monthly mean B"", was 1.965 
x 10-8 Wkg-J • Since Boo, was detenllined almost entirely by the smface heat flux . the 
seasonal and interannual variahility of S o<" was almost identical to that described for Q.". 
The downward huoyancy flux was greater than average during 1984 and t:arly 1985 and 
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Figure 4.4. Monthly mean values of the telms of the surface buoyancy balance at 0", 
14<f'W during November 1983-0ctobtr 1987 . Terms include contribution to buoyancy 
flu): by moisture flux, B,""",""" heat flux, Bl\o'" and net buoyancy flux, B"",. Upward 
buoyancy fluxes arc positive. 
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2. Subsurface Temperature 
The subsw'facc thermal field from the swface to 250 m for the four-y ear 
study period is presented in Figure 45a. lbe data were smoothed with a 17-day triangular 
low-pass filter (20- day half-power point) to remove higher frequency oscillations and to 
emphasize sea~ona.l and interannual variability_ The subsurface temperatures show a 
progress ion from cool conditions in 1984, as indicated by cool SSTs and a shallow 
thermocli ne, followed by the build-up phase, which was characterized by a steadily 
deepening thermocline, and ending with the moderate 1986/1987 ENSQ warm episode, 
which was characterized by wwm SSTs and a deep thermocline_ The depth of the 
thermocline is often described by the depth of the 20 C isotherm. which is shown to 
follow the center of the thennochne in Figure 4.5a 
In addition to the interannual variations, the thermocline underwent depth-
coherent 60-90 day oscillations that were particularly apparent during the boreal winters 
of 1984 and 1986. These 60-90 day oscillations were reported by McPhaden and Taft 
(1988) and ascribed to eastward propagating equatorial Kelvin waves . Kessler et al. 
(1994), in analyzing data for the period 1983- 1993 at 0", 140'W, report that these 
intraseasonal waves are typically more prevalent during the boreal winter months and that 







































Figure 4.5. Time series mcasmements of a) temperature and b) Lonal current velocity 
at 0", 140"W for the period November 1983 - October 1987. The~e plots were computed 




3. Subsurface Velocily 
The subsurface zonal velocity field from 10 m to 250 m for the four-year 
study period is presl;':n(cd in FigUle 4.5b. As wi th the subsurface temperature field, the 
data were smoothed with a 17-day triangular low~pass fi lter. The annual vertical migration 
of the EVe core, ranging from about 75 m during the horeal spring and summer months 
to about 120 m during fall and winter months, was observed to vary interannually as weH 
This annual cycle was a lso accompanied by an intensification dilling the spring/summer 
shoaling. During the 1984 cold episooe. the spring/summer shoaling of the EVe core was 
more pronounced than during the other years. During the 1986/1987 ENSO warm episode, 
the usual fa lUwintcr relaxation and deepening of Ihe EUe core were particularly 
pronounced, with the EUC velocity reduced to as low as 25 cms" during 
January/February 1987. As observed in the subswiace temperature data, thc zonal velocity 
experienced pronounced fluctuations at periods of 60·90 days, with peak amplitudes of 
about 20 ems ' . 
4. Buo)"am;)" Frequency 
Monthly mean fiel ds of buoyancy frequency (N), velocity shcar (S) and 
gradient Richardson Num bcr (Hi) during Novemher 1983 through October 1987 are 
contoured in Figures 4.6a-c. As with subsurface temperatures, tV showed significant 
interannual variability associated with ENSO . A core of high N (N > 0.0 14 s" ) was 
observed to follow thc depths of the thelmocline shown in Figure 4.5a. The corc of high 
N, indicating strong stratification, was shallow (0(50 m)) dLUing the 1984 cold event. 
DW'ing the ENSO build·up phase from late 1984 unti l eady 1986, the high-tV core slowly 
and steadily deepened from about 90 m to about 110 m, with monthly maxima ranging 
betwecn 0.016 S·I and 0.018 S· l During the 1986/1987 ENSO warm episode, the high.N 
core increased in magnitude 10 0 .022 s" and deepened abruptly in December 1986/January 
1987 to about l50 m, apparently related to the passage of an intense equatorial Kelvin 
wavc. Sincc these data consist of monthly means, 60·90 day intrascasonal fluctuations arc 
not as readily apparent as in the subsurface temperature figurc (Figurc 4.5a). In addition 
to this progression of the high-N core. it is useful to examine thc temporal variability of 
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the low-l"", weakly stratified upper SO m. At times when N was relatively high in the 
surface layer. indicating strong stratification, vert ical turbulent mixing is expected to have 
been low. In early 1984, the upper ocean was well-stratified up to at least 10 ill, and 
mixing rate~ would be expected to have been low , When N was low in the upper layer. 
such as during the 1986/1987 ENSO warm episode, increased venical mixing is expected 
to have occurred. 
5. Velocity Shear 
The monthly mean values of the total vertical velocity shear contoured in 
Figures 4.4a-c include both lOnal and meridional velocity components. As with zonal 
velocity (Figure 4.3b), velocity shear underwent significant interannual variability 
associated with ENSO. During early 1984, velocity shears in the upper 10-40 m 
associated with the shoaling of the EUC dW"ing the 1984 cold episode exceeded 0.03 s' 
By June of 1984 the core of high velocity shear had weakened and deepened to about 
0 .02 s· , and about 60 m, respectively. From November 1985 through January 1986 a 
pronounced peak in 5 was observed at 35 m, with a maximum S exceeding 0.03 s· ' . The 
November 1985 and January 1986 ronal velocity profiles show an unusual eastward 
acceleration of the flow at 45 m. During the 1986/1987 ENSO warm episode, the 
weakening of the EUC resulted in significant deepening and reduction in strength of the 
high-S core. The differenu:s between S during the ENSO cold and warm episodes were 
large 
6. Richardson Number 
As discussed in Chapter II, the gradient Richardson Number, Ri, is defmed 
as the ratio of .11/1 to Sl . Ri provides a measW"e of the dynamic stability of the water 
column. Figme 4.6c shows contours of the monthly mean values of 10g"iRI) over the 
four-year period of study . Since these values are 30·day averages of Ri's computed from 
6-hour mean temperatme and velocity profiles based on limited vertical resolution 
observations, it is expected that computed monthly mean Ri will be higher than that 
observed on micrOSTructure scales. Each of the operations performed in computing these 
Ri values tends to smooth low Ri values . It is not unreasonable to assume that values of 
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Ri less than unity might represent conditions of marginal stability in a monthly mean 
sense (as opposed to a critical Ri" = 0.25 in a local sense). The heavy black contour line 
indicating a 10g lliRi) = 0.0 corresponds to Ri equal to unity. lbe darker regions inside the 
Ri = 1.0 contour therefore represent regions having Ri < 1 and a possibility of marginal 
dynamic stability. The dashed contours inside the darkly shaded region represent Ri 
contours of 0 .63, 0.40, and 0.25, respectively 
As one wou ld expect, Ri contours exhibit a pattern of ENSO interannual 
variability similar to that observed for N and S. Since this study is concerned with 
relationships between the diurnal variability of high-frequency waves and turbulent mixing 
by dynamic instabilities, increased attention is given to low-Ri regions above the EUC. 
The low-Ri region underwent an annual deepening during the boreal winter months down 
to about 100 m and a shoaling during the boreal summer months. The low-Ri core 
appeared to shoal to depths above 40 m during the 1984 cold episode, or about 35 m 
shallower than usual. During the 1986/1987 warm episode, the low-Ri region disappeared 
as the weakening of the EUC decreased the S to small values. 
Each of the Figures 4.6a-c has the symbols THI and TH2 along the upper 
time axis to indicate the times of the TROPIC HEAT I and TROPIC HEAT 2 
microstructure measurements. It is noteworthy that the two sampling periods were 
characterized by largely different oceanic conditions, as represented by N, S, and Ri. 
FurthemlOre, these figures indicate that considerable oceanic variability occurs at (J', 
14O"W, and it is not unreasonable to expect corresponding variability of the diurnal cycle 
of high-frequency temperature variability. 
68 
1984 1985 1986 1987 
b) 
i:'-.!~~ ~~~'V V~ S" ~< ~-_;;_ 0 '(>~ 
- '00 2=/' O~· ~ ~}~€> ~ '" ~O <> 0 <>~ 0  => C<>·l 
A ,ooj ~ J\ Y , 
'"' :illLl~ ~ () ~ A 6 t N D J FMA~ J JASO N D J Ff.tAf.t J J ASOND J F MAf.t J J A SON D J F f.tAf.t J J A SO 
1984 1985 1986 1987 
Richardson Number (LOG 10(Ri» 
1984 1985 1986 1987 
Figures 4.6a"c. Time-depth contour plots of monthly mean values of a) buoyancy 
frequency. N b) velocity shear, S and c) gradicnt Richardson number. Ri, from 10 m to 
250 m over the period November 1983 - October 1987_ THI and TH2 at thc top of each 
plot indicate the approximate time of the TROPIC HEAT experiment microsrructure 
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7. Mixed Layer 
Mixed-layer depth is related, directly Of indirectly, to each of the observed 
forcing or background conditions discussed above. Monthly mean estimates of mixed-
layer depth for each of the four six-hour time bins are presented in Figw-e 4.7a. 'lllese 
mixed-layer depths were computed as the depth where the vertical temJ"'l:rature gradient 
first reached O_Olen,- I , Although the 10-15 m vertical instrument spacing limits the 
accuracy of Ihc~e estimates. the diurnal variations were consistent throughout the record 
and agree with diurnal variations of mixed-layer depth computed using higher resolution 
data. Monthly means of the maximum diurnal ranges in mixed-layer depth, j,e., difference 
between daily maximum and minimum mixed-layer depths among the four time bins, are 
presented in Figure 4.7b. These figures show considerable interannual variability in both 
mixed-layer depth and the diurnal range of mixed-layer depth superimposed over the 
annual eycle. The nighttime mixed-layer depth had a mean of 31.8 m and a standard 
deviation of 15.1 m. The daytime mixed-layer depth had a mean of 23.1 m and a standard 
deviation of 13.7 m. 
During the 1984 ENSO cold episode, mixed-layer depth was shallow, 
averaging about 20 m for the period November 1983 through May 1984. During this 
period, the diurnal range in mixed-layer depth was similarly very small (0(5 m)) . 
Following this cold episode, mixed-layer depths and. diurnal ranges of mixed-layer depths 
progressively increased thro~gh the ENSO build-up phase. After a period of shoaling 
between February 1986 and April 1986, mixed-layer depths deepened significantly during 
the 1986/ 1987 ENSO wann episode . The diurnal range of mixed-layer depths followed 
a similar progression . 
Since surface layer mixing processes are possibly related to high-frequency 
temperature variability in the thermocline, statistical relationships between the monthly 
mean surface forcing and background oceanic conditions and mixed-layer depths are 
examined. Of the founeen surface forcing variables examined, monthly mean mixed-layer 
depths were significantly correlated at the 95% confidence level only with wind speed, 
wnal wind, meridional wind (for day and evening time bins only), latent heal flux 
(evaporation), net surface heat fl ux, and net surface buoyancy flux (Table 4.1). For these 
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Figure 4.7. Time series of monthly mean values of a) mixed-layer depth and b) diurnal 
range of mixed-layer depth over the period November 1983 - October 1987 . Mixed-layer 




calculations, mixed· layer depths were negative 
The strong cOlTeiations with wind speed and zonal wind, about -0 .51 and 
0.51, respectively, indicate that mechanical energy input into the mixed layer by wind 
forcing plays a significant role in mixing the surface layer at 0", 140"\\!, The sign of the 
conelations indicate that increased local wind stress deepened the mixed layer. It is 
interesting to point out that over larger spatial ~cales, increased easterlies along the 
equator drive Ekman pumping. which would raise the thennocline and result in shallower 
mixed, layer depths, Meridional winds, which were typically weaker than the 7.onal winds 
(Figure 4.1), were significantly correlated with the day and evening mixed-layer depths, 
but were not significantly correlated with the night and morning mixed-layer depths . This 
diurnal difference of the correlations could he explained by the diurnal cyele of 
meridional winds reported by De~er (1994). Her analysis of the diurnal cyele of winds 
over the equatorial PacifiC indicated diurnal meridional wind variations of about 0.6-0.8 
ms" at most locations, with southward anomalies of the flow at night. Since the 
meridional winds at 0", l4{)"W were usually northward during this four-year period of 
study, southward anomalies of the flow at night indicate a deceleration, which could 
translate into decreased nighttime input of mechanical energy by the meridional wind. An 
alternative, or pe rhaps complementary, explanation for the decreased correlation between 
the meridional winds and the nighttime mixed- laye r depth could be thaI the weaker 
nighttime meridional winds do not penetrate to the deeper nighttime mixed-layer depth 
By this hypothesis, the daytime mixed layer was sufficiently shallow to be affected by the 
stronger daytime meridional winds 
Of the terms of the ~wface heat flux, only latent heat flux, Q" and the net 
surface heat flux, Q .. ~ were significantly correlated with the monthly mean mixed-layer 
depths. The positive correlations with Q.", and Ot indicate that the mixed- layer 
deepened during peliods with increased net and latent heat loss from the ocean surface. 
In both cases. surface heat loss drives convective mixing and mixed layer deepening. On 
these monthly time scales. Q" Q" and Qb were not well correlated with mixed-layer 
depths It is noteworthy that the largest term of the surface heat flux, Q" was not well 
72 

correlated with mixed-layer depth on monthly time scales. In section 4.3.2, on the other 
hand. good correspondence between mixed-layer depth and Q. are observed on seasonal 
time scales 
Table 4.1. Con'elation coefficients, r. between monthly mean mixed-layer depths for each 
of the four 6-hour time bins and smface forcing variables during November 1983 -
October 1987. Statistical significance at the 95% confidence level was caleu laten using 
computed integral time scales between time ~eries to determine independence of data 
points (Davis 1976) Statistically significant correlations are indicated by Hold type 
VARIAHLE 2200-0400 0400-1000 1000-1600 1600-2200 
95%cj, 95%c.i. 95%c.i. , 95%c.i. 
II Wind Speed 411 -.511 .424 -.524 .389 -.511 .416 -.510 
iJ Zonal Wind .42] .5OS .436 .525 .396 .487 .425 .486 
Merid . Wind 486 - 377 501 - .360 .457 -.508 .484 -.505 
Wind Dir 467 - 237 484 -.226 438 - 365 46 1 - 352 
Q, .485 -100 491 -. 177 .448 -.060 482 -.057 
Q/E . 369 .438 
."' . .454 .361 .440 .373 .513 
Q, 419 156 429 184 412 078 420 098 
Q. .398 202 .405 .158 .405 274 406 251 
Q .. 389 388 .386 .349 .362 .420 389 .486 
I' 315 060 .316 066 .308 -.078 .316 .027 
II 
E p .330 -.244 339 - 262 322 -.224 333 - .3 18 
Bill ....... .320 .134 330 .158 315 005 .318 106 
B," 319 2J5 317 272 .3 14 286 .322 .331 
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Comparison between monthly mean mixed-layer depth (Figure 4.7a) and 
monthly mean buoyancy frequency (Figure 4.68) shows considerable correspondence 
When the high-N core was shallow, such as during the 1984 cold episode, the mixed layer 
was likewise shallow. Similarly, when the high-N COfe was deep, the mixed layer was 
deep. In other words, the correspondence between monthly mean mixed-layer depths and 
N largely reflects the fact that large-scale vertical displacements of the thermocline lead 
to changes in mixed-layer depth, as defined here, through mass conservation, an adiabatic 
process that requires no mixing 
The correlation between monthly mean mixed- layer depths and N in the 
upper 100 m for each of the four six-hour time bins are given in Table 4.2. Statistically 
signific8.11t positive correlation was observed between mixed-layer depth and N at the 
depths between 35 m and 80 m for all four time bins, and at 25 III and 100 m during the 
night time bin . As desclibed above, the positive correlations indicate that on monthly 
time scales the mixed-layer depth shallowed when the stratification increased. Tt is 
noteworthy that correlations were consistently stronger during the night and morning time 
bins, perhaps suggesting a more direct relationship between mixing and stratification at 
times when active convective mixing was occurring than during times of restratification 
Significant positive correlations were observed between month ly mean 
mixed-layer depth and velocity shear at 25 m and 45 m during all four time bins, and 
velocity shear at 35 m during the day time bin (Table 4.3 and Figure 4.8) . This depth 
range of signific8.11t correlations coincides with the typical depth of the mixed layer. The 
positive sign of the correlations indicates that increased shear was observed dUling times 
when the mixed- layer was relatively shallow and vice versa. Furthermore, correlations 
in this depth range increased during the day time bin, when the mixed layer was 
diurnally-shallowest and generally above this depth range. These results imply increased 
shear at the bRlle of the mixed layer. when the mixed layer was deep, momentum in the 
mixed-layer was well-mixed and shear was reduced . When the mixed layer was shallow, 
momentum was not well-mixed, and shear was high. On these monthly and diurnal time 
scales, mixing apparently worked to deepen the mixed layer and decrease the shear 
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Table 4.2. Correlations coefficients, r, belween monthly mean mixed·layer depths for 
the four 6-hour lime bins and buoyancy frequency in the upper 100 m during November 
1983-0ctober 1987 . St.atistical ~ignificance at the 95% confidence level was determined 
based on integral time scales between time series (Davis. 1976). Statistically significant 
correlations are indicated by Bold type 
VARIABLE 2200-0400 0400-1000 1000-1600 1600-2200 
95%c.i. 95%c.i. 9S%c.i. 95%~  
N at Otom 425 C~ 430 .312 414 348 .449 344 
Nat 025m .412 .417 415 .410 I .365 320 AOO 352 
Nat 035m ,388 .526 ,397 .545 .355 .439 .3S0 _~ 
Nat 045m .429 .505 .463 .559 .415 .429 431 .~ 
Nat 060m .445 .562 .480 .620 .429 .466 .446 .480 
Nat OSOm .417 .641 .464 .6"" .420 .560 ., .. .619 
N allOOm .379 .422 392 390 .348 316 .363 .401 
T able 4.3. Correlations coefficients, r, between monthly ruean mixed-layer dep ths for 
the four 6-hour time bins and velocity shear in the upper 100 m during November 1983-
October 1987_ Statistical significancl: at the 95% COnfidence level was detelmined based 
00 integral time scales between time sencs (Davis, 1976) Statistically significant 
correlations arc indicated by Bold type 
VA RLABL.E 2200-0400 0400-1000 1000-1600 1600-2200 
95%c.i. 95%c.i. , 95%c.i. 95%c.i. 
Sat OIOm 356 209 344 181 .337 105 .347 167 
Sat 025m .398 .549 .410 .546 .4114 .618 .397 .478 
Sat 035m .357 .269 .346 .255 .372 .439 .371 256 
S at 045111 .400 .663 .418 .669 .402 .686 .396 .634 
Sat 060m 400 210 .423 237 407 .272 410 .263 
5 at 080m .450 .059 .457 .064 4 19 089 432 .122 
S at 100m .480 ·.334 500 ·.411 450 - 387 480 - 330 
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Correlations between monthly mean mixed-layer depths and Richardson 
number in the upper 100 m were generally weak (Table 4.4 and Figure 4.8) . Statistically 
significant correlations were found only with Ri in the upper 45 m. and only for specific 
time periods. At 10 m, significant correlation was observed only during the night time 
bin, when the mixed layer was deep. At 25 m, significant corre lations were observed 
during the nighl, morning, and evening time bins, with the largest correlation. -0.595, 
occurring dlll"ing the evening time, At 45 m, significant correlation was observed only for 
the evening lime bin. The sign of t:Rch of the significant correlations was negative 
indicating that the mixed layer was relatively deep during times when Ri in the upper 45 
m was high, and vice versa. This reflects the fact that when the mixed layer was deep. 
mixing of momentum, and to a lesser extent heat, resulted in increased Ri. 
T able 4.4. Correlations coefficients, r, between monthly mean mixed-layer depths for 
the four 6-hour time bins and gradient Richardson Number in the upper 100 m during 
November 1983-October 1987. Statistical significance at the 95% confidence level was 
determined based on integral time scales between time series (Davis, 1976) . Statistica1iy 
significant correlations are indicated by Bold type 
VARIABLE 2200-0400 0400-1000 1000-1600 1600-2200 
9S % c.i. 95%c.i. 9S %c.i. 9S % c.i. 
Ri at 10m .334 -.J<;9 .320 - 317 .317 - 133 .298 - 181 
Ri at 25m .391 -,447 . 403 -.499 .39 • -.595 .396 -.343 
Ri al 35m .347 - 216 362 -.243 .377 -.461 353 -.243 
Ri at45m 308 -.254 346 -.336 .3HI -.379 .287 -.164 
Ri at 60m .38 1 .070 .398 -.062 .372 -.047 398 - 037 
Ri at 80m 489 .269 .496 270 .461 .199 468 .199 
Ri at 100m .528 .490 .542 .523 .499 .445 .526 413 
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The above relationships between monthly mean mixed-layer depth~ and N. 
S, and Ri in the upper 100 m are summarized in Figure 4.8. In these figures, the heavy 
green dashed lines represent the four-year me81l nighttime and daytime mixed-layer 
depths . The green dotted lines represent the uppermost and lowermost standard deviations 
about the respective mean mixed-layer depths , Figure 4.8a graphically shows that mixed 
layer depths are significantly con-elated with N at depths well hclow the mixed layer 
These con-elations below the base of the mixed layer and the comparison between 
monthly mean N (Figure 4.6a) and mixed-layer depths (Figure 4.7a) suggest that these 
correlations are probably morc related to the large-scale dynamics responsihle for the 
vertical migrations of the thenna! structure than by local mixing proce~ses. The 
relationship~ with Sand Ri, on the other hand, are s trong only near the base of the mixed-
layer, ~uggesting the possibility of local forcing 
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Correlations Between Mixed-Layer Depth and N, S, & Ri 
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Figure 4.8. COlTelation coefficients, r, between monthly mean mixed-layer depths and 
buoyancy frequency, N, velocity shear, S, and gradient Richardson number, Ri, in tht;: 
upper 100 m during November 1983-0ctober 1987. Dotted black vertical lines represent 
95% confidence intervals determined using an integral time scale between time ~e[ies 
(Davis, 1976). Dashed neavy green lines indicate four-year mean daytimt;: (upper) and 
nighttime (lower) mixed-layer depths . Dotted green lines indicate uppt;:r and lower bOlUlds 
of the standard deviations about the respective mean mixed-layer depths 
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C. SEASONAL CYCLES 
In the previous section, month ly mean time series of several surface forcing and 
oceanic background condition variables were presented and discussed in terms of their 
interannual variability. In several of those discussions, annual cycles were observed and 
in some instances briefly mentioned. In this section, seasonal cycles of many of these 
variables are examined. Generally, seasonal cycles were computed as means of monthly 
means for each calendar month from all of the months with available data during the 
period November 1983 through October 1987 
1. Surface Forcing 
Climatological seasonal cycles of wind speed, zonal wind, and meridional 
wind are shown as dotted lines in Figure 4.1. These were computed from aU of the 
available buoy data during 1983-1991 (McPhaden and McCarty, 1992). The seasonal 
cycle of the relatively weak meridional winds varied from a minimum near lel'O during 
February and March to a maximum of about 1.5 ms" during August and September. The 
seasonal cycle of zonal winds ranges from a min imum easterly of about -4.8 ms" in May 
to a maximum easterly of about -6.8 ms" in December and January. The seasonal cycle 
of wind speed is dominated by the zonal component with minima during the boreal spring 
between March and JUlle and maxima during the boreal winter between October and 
February. Each of the wind components and wind speed show a weak semi-annual cycle 
indicated by a weak maximum or leveling-off of wind speed during the boreal summer 
months August through October. 
Climatological seasonal cycles of the surface heat flux terms arc presented 
as dotted lines in Figures 4.2a-e. The Oberhuber (1988) climatology was used for the 
seasonal cycles of Qb' Q~, and Qt. Longwave radiation has a annual maximum magnitude 
of about -58 Wm-! during the boreal fal l between October through December and a 
minimum magnitude of about -48 Wm-l during the boreal spring between March and 
May_ The climatological seasonal cycle of the sensible heat flux varies by only about 3-4 
Wm 1_ The estimates of Q. show an annual minimum of about -5 Wm-' during the winter 
and a maximum of about +4 Wm-' during the spring and summer. These seasonal cycles 
of Q. are probably too small and variable to playa significant role in modulating the 
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seasonal cycles of convective mixing or high-frequency temperature variability in the 
thermocline. The seasonal cycle of latent heat flux, on the other hand . shows II 
pronounced annual cycle with a broad maxima of about -\15 Wm- 2 during the boreal 
summer and fall and II minimum of about -75 Wm-~ from February through April. 
The seasonal cycle of shortwave radiation is presented as the doned line 
in Figure 4.2d . This was computed using the fOffilUla of Reed (1977) and COADS cloud 
data and buoy data for the period 1983-1992, A pronounced semi-annual cycle was 
observed in response to the semi-annual cycle of the ecliptic. Asymmetric shortwa"~ 
radiat ion minima occur about the time of the solstices in June/July 11.1 • .-
NovemberlDecember and maxima occur during the equinoxes in March Rnd September 
The minimum in June/July is about 232 Wm-! compared with the November/December 
minimum of about 248 Wm-J • The September maximum reaches about 273 Wm·! 
compared to the March maximum of about 272 Wm- l . The seasonal cycle of the data 
during the four-year study period had a similar pattern. but the magnitudes were about 30 
Wm-1 greater 
The seasonal cycle of the net surface heal flux was computed from the 
seasonal cycles of the four component terms and is presented as the dotted line in Figure 
4.2e_ The seasonal cycle of Q,.., is characterized by an asymmetric semi-annual cycle with 
minimum values of 54.1 and 83.3 Wm l occurring in July and December, respectively, 
and maximum values of 143.7 and 100.8 Wm·2 occurring in March and September. 
respectively. The annual climatological mean is 99.1 Wm-! and the standard deviation is 
25 .6 Wm"2 The estimated Q .. , had a significantly greater mean of 154.5 Wm-! and a 
standard deviation of 29 .7 Wm"2. 
The seasonal cycle of the moisture flux (Figure 4.4) is characterized by a 
pronounced annual cycle with a maximum during February and March and a minimum 
during July through September. This annual cycle is closely related to the seasonal cycle 
of precipitation presented in Figure 3_8_ Since the net surface buoyancy flux was strongly 
dominated by the net surface heat flux, the seasonal cycle of B"", is almost identical to 
that described for Q"", . 
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2. Mixed Layer 
The seasonal cycles of mixed-layer depth for each of the four six-hour lime 
bins and the diurnal range of mixed-layer depth are shown in Figure 4.9. As with surface 
winds and shortwave radiation. both mixed-layer depth and the diurnal range of mixed-
layer depth exhihited a weak semi -annual cycle and a pronounced annual cycle. Mixed-
layer depths were deepest during the boreal winter months December and January, when 
the nighttime mixed layer deepened to about 50 m. Mixed-layer depths were shallowest 
during the boreal spring months March through May, when the nighttime mixed layer 
peneo-ated 10 a depth of only about 20 m. For the period between June and November, 
nighttime mixed-layer depths remained relati vely stable at about 35 m. The seasonal 
cycles of mixed-layer depth and slll"face wind speed were in close agreement, with deep 
mixed layers occurring during the boreal winter months when wind speeds reached their 
annual peak. This strong relationship between increased mixing dlll"ing periods of 
increased wind speed are not unique to this region and have been observed and modelled 
frequently. The semi-annual period of the mixed layer corresponds with the semi-annual 
period of Q" with a shallow mixed layer dlll"ing the boreal spring and fall when Q, 
reached semi-annual maximum values. This relationship implies that increased shortwave 
radiation increases the stratification and reduces convective mixing. Since Q""and 8"", 
include this semi-annual cycle of Q,. their seasonal cycles also correspond with the 
seasonal cycle of the mixed layer 
The seasonal cycle of the diurnal range of mixed-layer depth was also 
characterized by a semi-annual cycle. Maximum diurnal ranges of 14-16 m occurred 
during the boreal winter months Octoher through February and again during May 
Minimum diurnal ranges of 7- 11 m occurred during March and April and again during 
July through September. The large dilll"nal ranges observed during the winter corresponds 
with higher winter winds. The semi-annual cycle wa~ not clearly related to the semi-
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Figure 4.9. Seasonal cycles of mixed-layer depth for fotu' six-hour time hins and diurnal 
range of mixed-layer depth. Computed from monthly means during the period November 
1983-0ctober 1987. Black vertical lines represent ±one mean standard error of the mean 
computed from 48 monthly standard enors for the mixed-layer depth and 12 standard 
errors for the diurnal range of mixed-layer depth. 
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3. Buoyanq Frequency 
The seasonal cycles uf buoyancy frequency. N. zonal velocity. U, velocity 
sheaf. S, and Richardson number, Ri, over the depth range 10-250 m an,': contoured in 
FigillC 4.10. The .~easonal cycle of N in the upper 50 m (Figure 4. lOa) reflected II relation 
10 the seasonal cycle of the mixed·layer depth (Figure 4.9), During the boreal spring, 
when the mixed layer was shallow, N increased to above 0.01 S·l in the upper 25 m and 
above 0 .0 12 S·l between 25 m lind 50 m. For the remainder of the year, when the 
n ighttime mixed layer extended down to at least 35 m, N in the upper 35 m or so 
remained less than 0.01 S· L and between May and September iIi was less than 0.008 S · I in 
the upper 25 m. 
The high-N core associated with the depth of the thelmodine migrated 
vertically during the year from a muimum depth during the boreal winter of about 125 
m to a minimum depth of about 100 m during the boreal ~pring. The magnitude of the 
high-/Ii core varied during the year from about 0.015 .~ . J in January to over 0.018 S· l 
from June through September. The vertical gradient of N underwent noteworthy seasonal 
variations with ~lrong gradients observed between the mixed layer and thermocline core 
(25-75 m) during the period May through September and weak vertical gradients dwing 
the boreal winter. These weaker venical gradients of /Ii during the winter correspond with 
the deepening of the mixed layer 
4. Zonal Velocity 
The seasonal cycle of zonal velocity, U, over the depth range 10-250 m is 
contoured in Figure 4.10b , The most striking feature of the seasonal cycle of U is the 
annual ve rtical migration and intensification of the EUe. During horeal spring and early 
summer, the eastward EUC core intensified in strength to over 1.2 ms· 1 and shoaled to 
typical depths of about 85 m. This shoaling of the EUC often extended to the surface, 
where weak eastward CUlTent.'l existed during May and June. By July, the Eue began to 
deepen and reduce in strength, During the boreal winter, the EUC core was generally 
centered at a depth of about 125 m and had a reduced strength of l e ~s than 1.0 ms· l . From 
July through March, the surface velocitie~ were westward at mean speeds between 0.2 and 
83 
0.4 ms·l. This westward surface flow was part of the large-scale SEC driven by the 
easterly winds at the surface 
S. Velocity Shear 
The seasonal cycle of velocity shear over the depth range 10-250 m is 
contoured in Figure 4.lOc. This figure shows correspondence with the zonal velocity 
contour plot, eventhough shear is based on both zonal and meridional velocity. As 
observed for zonal velocity. shear underwent noteworthy seasonal v9.Jiations. The high-
shear core migrated vertically from about 80-90 m during the boreal fall and winter 
months to about 35-45 m during the boreal spring. While shear between the surface and 
the EUe core was always re latively strong with values exceeding -0.012 s" throughout 
the year, maximum shears exceeding -0.020 s': occurred during the boreal summer 
months when the EVe core was shallow, but beginning to deepen. and the strength was 
intensified. In April and May, when the EVe was strongest and extended to the surface, 
maximum shears of -0.020 S·I oaurred at about 35 m. During June through August. when 
the EUe had begun to deepen and the SEC surface westward flow had returned. 
maximum shears of -0.024 sol oaurred at about 60 m. During the boreal winter months, 
when easterly winds were strongest, the mixed layer was deepest, and the EVe was 
weaker and deeper, the shear was about -0.012 S-I from about 30 m to about 100 m. 
Below the EUe core, maximum shears of over 0.012 occurred from May 
through October at a depth-of about 140 m. During the boreal winter months, the shear 
below the EVC was reduced to values near OJ)04 S·I 
The relatively weak shear observed below the EVe core might have been 
partially reduced by the poor venical resolution of current meters at these depths. The 
comparison between shears computed from ADCP measurements with S m vertical 
resolution and those used here which was discussed in section 3.2 .3 showed considerable 
underestimates of shear at depths between 140 m and 180 m. 
6. Richardson Number 
The seasonal cycle of Ri over the depth range 10-250 m is contoured in 
Figure 4 .1Od. As discussed in section 4.1.2, the averaging operators used in computing 
monthly mean Ri have the effect of increasing low-Ri values In computing seasonal 
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cycles of Ri. th i~ effective smoothing was repeated and mean seasonal values in low-fij 
regions were increased . The seasonal cycle of Ri shows the expected similari ty with Ihe 
seasonal cycle of shear. Minimum values of Ri coincided with maximum values of shear. 
During the period March through June, when Ihe mixed-layer was shallow, mean Ri at 
35 m w as less than unity, with minimum values near 0.5 This low-Ri region deepened 
10 about 60 m from July through October with mean values of 0.5 for much of this time 
This deepening coincided with II deepening of the seasonal mixed-layer of ahout 20 m 
During the periods when Ri was ncar 0.5, the vertical extent of the low-Ri core was 
noticeably reduced, typically 10 depth ranges of about 25 m. During the boreal winter 
months, when mean Ri in the low-Ri eore was typically slightly greater than unity. the 
vertical extent of the low-Ri core appeared greater. The high-Ri core appeared to follow 
the low-shear contour of Figure 4.1Oc. The low-Ri core below the EUC core had a 
minimum of about 2.0 centered at about 140 m during the months April through July 
These rela tively high values of Ri in the low-Ri core were probably overestimates due to 






Figures 4.10. Time-depth contour plots of seasonal cycles of a) buoyancy frequency, 
N, b) zonal velocity, U, c) velocily shear, S, and d) Richardson number, Ri, at 0", 
1400W over the depth range 10-250 m. Computed from monthly mean values during 
November 1983-0ctober 1987. Contour intervaJs are a) 0.2 x 10" s", b) 20 ems " , c) 
0.25 x 10.2 ~-', and d) 0.2. 
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V. ISOTHERM DISPLACEMENT VARIANCE 
A. ISOTHERM DlSPl.ACEMENT VARIANCE 
The primary objective of this study is to characterize the diurnal variability of 
high-frequency wavelike motions. The indicator high-frequency motions used in this 
investigation is isotherm di~placemcnt variance (lOY), which is interpreted as some 
combination of high-frequency internal waves, local Kelvin-Helmholtz shear instabilities. 
and local turbulence. In the following five sections, my will be discussed in terms of its 
interannual and seasonal variability, and the relationships with the observed surface 
forcing and dynamic stability 
B. INTERANNUAL VARIABILITY OF mv 
This section focuses on the interannual variability of roy during the period 
November 1983 through October 1987. Monthly mean values of mv at the depths 35 m, 
60 m, 100 m, L40 m and 200 m for each of the four six-hour time bins are presented in 
Figures S.la-e, IDV at 35 m varied sub~tantially over interannual time scaLes (Figure 
5.la). During the 1984 ENSO cold episode, JOY at 35 m was low, with values averaging 
about 2-3 ml, corresponding to vertical isotherm displacements of about 1.5 m. Beginning 
in the fall of 1984, a trend of increasing mv at 35 m was observed, which was 
particularly apparent during the night and morning time bins , By the wintcr of 1985/1986, 
lypical values of JDY at 35 m averaged about 7-8 ml, con'esponding to vertical isotherm 
displacements of about 2.5 nt. This trend was superimposoo over an annual cycle with 
minima typically occurring during the boreal ~pring. Following the Rflnual minimum in 
the spring of 1986, IDYat 3S m increased sharply to values as high as 17 m2 during the 
boreal winter months. corresponding to vertical isotherm displacements exceeding 4 m . 
The nighttime increases of IDV at 3S ill were particularly pronounced dW'ing peliods of 
relatively high IDV and diminished during peliods of low lOV. It is noteworthy that 
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periods of low illV lit 35 m occurred when strlltification at 35 m WIlS strong, and vice 
Due to tiU"ee large data gaps of 5-6 months, the time series of IDV at 60 m is 
not ideally suited to investigating interannulli or seasonal variability (Figure 5.1b). 
Nevertheless, significant variations on these time scales were apparent. Typical values of 
IOV at 60 m were about 4 m1, with vertical isotherm displacements of about 2 m. There 
was a noteworthy reduction in lOV at 60 m during the later half of the 1986/1987 
ENSO wrum episode. Between February and October 1987, JOV at 60 m averaged less 
than 2 m'. During this period and during the winter of 1984 diurnal variations of my at 
60 m were not observed. 
At 100 m, which was typically nt-:!U Ihe high.N core of the thermocline, lOV 
amplitudes were greater than at 35 m, 60 m, 140 m, and 200 m (Figure S.lc). Only at 300 
m was illY greater than at 100 m, possibly due to the required use of flfst differences, 
ratht':r than centered differences, in computing the vertical temperature gradient used to 
normalize the temperature variances. Interannual variations of lOY at 100 m are apparent. 
During the 1984 cold episode, my at 100 m was high, with an average of about 10 ml 
During this period, JDV at 100 m exhibited sU'ong oscillations having a period of about 
4 months lind an amplitude of about 5 m". Throughout 1985 and into the spring of 1986, 
the average IOV decreased to about 5-6 m2 , with oscillations having a period of about 5-7 
months and weaker amplitudes of about 2 ml. During the boreal winter of 1986/1987, 
IOV at 100 m increased to about 10 mI. Generally, diurnal variations of lOV at 100 m 
were less apparent 
At 140 m, which was typically below the high-velocity core of the EUC and 
below the high-N core of the thermocline. magnitudes of lOY were less thlln at 100 m, 
with values averaging about 6 m" (Figure S.l d). An exception occurred during the 1984 
ENSO cold episode, when IOV at 140 m averaged only 1.5 m'. Aside from this period 
of low illY, interannual variations of IOV at 140 m wert': not pronounced . No consistent 
pattern of diurnal variations of IOV at 140 m were observed 
88 
Figure S.la-c. Monthly mean isotherm displacement variance (IDV) at 5 depths for the 
period November 1983·0ctober 1987 at 0". 140"W: a) 35 m. b) 60 m, c) 100 m. d) 140 
m, and e) 200 m . Gaps in each record are periods of no data or data of questionable 
quality. Error bars indicate the mean standard en-or of the mean for all time bins over the 
entire record length. Units are m 1 
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At 200 m, where both the strength of Sand N were typically weak (Figure 5. J 1;.':). 
IOV exhibited subtle variability on interannual time scales not easily identified as ENSO-
related. For the [lIst 18 months of the record, lDV at 200 m displayed a weak downward 
trend with an average illY of about 8 m l Following II seven-month data gap, the final 
two years of data reveal II noteworthy oscillation of lOY at 200 m with an annual period 
The average values of IDY during this period varied between about 4 m' during the 
boreal winters and about 6 m-' dw-jng the boreal springs. No comislent pattern of diurnal 
variability of IDV at 200 m was observed 
Although IDY was computl:d at 300 m, lack of confidence in the vertical 
temperature gradient calculation and the sU'ong sensitivity of IDV to thi~ calculation 
rendered it questionable. Weak temperature gradients prcxluced large monthly mean lOY 
values in the range 15-40 m' . These large IDY values were aa:ompanied by large 
~tandard errors. No consistent pattern of diurnal variability of illY at 300 m was 
observed 
To summarize the vertical st:ructure of my over the fow'-year study period. Figure 
5 .2 shows the mean venical profiles of illY for each of the four six-hour time bins 
computed from the monthly mean JOV values dw-ing November 1983 through October 
1987 . The mean IDY at 35 m and 60 m is highest during the morning time bin. The 
mean IDY at 35 m is lowest during the evening time bin and the mean lOY at 60 m i~ 
lowest during the day time bin. Generally. illV in the upper 60 m is higher during the 
nighttime and lower during the daytime. A striking feature of the mean vertical sUllcture 
of lOY is the high variability of the mean at 35 m and 60 m compared with the low 







150. . 2200-0400 




2.0 6.0 10.0 14.0 
Isotherm Displac em ent Variance (m2) 
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Figure 5.2. Mean vertical profiles of isotherm displacement variance (lDY) for four 
six-hour time bins over the depth range 35-200 m. Mean profiles computed from monthly 
means of my during November 1983 - Octoher 1987 Small arrows indicate ±one 
s tandard error of the mean . 
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C. SEASONAL CYCLE OF' my 
The seasonal cycles of lDY at 35 m, 60 m, 100 m, 140 m, and 200 m for each 
of the four six-hour time bins are presented in Figures 5.3a-e , These seasonal cycles were 
computed from the monthly mean values of JOy presented in Figures S_la-c_ The 
seasonal cycle of lOY at 35 m shows a pronounced annual cycle with nighttime maxima 
of about 10 m1 occurr ing during the boreal winter months November through January and 
nighttime minima of about 2 m' occurring during the boreal spring months March and 
April (Figure 5.3a) , A pronounced seasonal cycle of the diwllai cycle of illY, l!.lDV, at 
35 m was well cOITelated with the seasonal cycle of IDY . Maxima of l!.IDV at 35 m of 
about 6 m2 occurred during the months November through January and minima near zero 
occurred during the months March and April. 
The seasonal cycle of rov at 60 m had a pronounced annual cycle of the 
nighttime mv with maxima of about 5.2 m' occurring during the boreal winter months 
November through January and minima of less than 2.0 m' during May and June (Figure 
5.3bl. TIle pattern was similar to that described for IDV at 35 m except the magnitudes 
were reduced and there appears to have been a higher frequency seasonal oscillation with 
a period of 3-4 months. The seasonal cycle of MDV at 60 m was also similar to that at 
35 m with maxima of about 2.5 01 2 occurring from November through lanuary and 
minima near zero in May and June 
The seasonal cycle of lOV at 100 m underwent apparent allnual and bi-monthly 
variations (Figure 5.3c) . Annual maxima exceeding 10 m' occurred in October and 
January and an annual minimum of about 4.5 m' occurred in August. There does not 
appear to have been a significant seasonal cycle of MDV at 100 m. There was, however, 
a significant seasonal peak in ~lDV during the month of October. The seasonal cycles 




Figure 5.3a-e. Seasonal cycles of isothenn dispiaGement variance (IDV) for the four 
six-hour time bins at five depths; a) 35 m, b) 60 m, c) 100 m, d) 140 m, and e) 200 
m. Sea.~onal cycles are computed from monthly mean values of lOY during the period 
November 1983-0ctober 1987. &Tor bars indicate the mean standard error of the mean 
for all time bins over the twelve calendar months. Units are m2 
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D. RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN mv AND SURFACE fORCINC 
In this section, statistical relationships between monthly means of surface forcing 
conditions and monthly mcans of IDV at 35 m. 60 m. 100 m. 140 m, 2()() m, and 300 m 
are examined. Table 5,1 shows correlation coefficients computed between IDY at these 
six depths and surface winds . Wind speed and zonal wind were significantly correlated, 
at the 95% confidence level, with IDV at 35 m dW'ing the evening and night time bins 
and with IOV at 60 m during the night and morning time bins. These time differences 
of the significant correlations suggest a possible phase lag with depth of about 6 hours 
that is consistent with phase Jags of turbulent dissipation observed dw-ing TROPIC HEAT 
(Peters et aI., 1988; Mourn et a1.. 19S9) and modelled numerically (Garwood et aI., 1989; 
Schudlich and Price, 1992; Skyllingstad and Denbo, 1994) The lower correlations 
occuned after sunrise, when the surface layer underwent restratification The significant 
correlations at 35 m and 60 m were positive for wind speed and negative for the easterly 
(negative) zonal wind. In each case, mv increased with increased mechanical energy 
input by the wind. Surface winds were not generally well cOfTelated with IDV at 100 m, 
140 m, 200 m, and 300 m, with two exceptions. Significant cOlTelations were observed 
between both wind speed and zonal wind and IDV at 200 m dlll"ing the evening time bin 
and with rov at 300 m dlll"ing the morning time bin. The lack of significant correlation 
between surface winds and IDV at intermediate-. depths argues against local wind 
forcing and vertical wavc propagation to explain the deeper correlations. More likely, 
they are related to larger-scale procl;.':sses. Meridional winds and wind direction were not 
well correlated with lDV at any of the six depths examined for any of the fow' six-how-
time bins. 
Statistical relationships were examined between IDV at the six TR depths for each 
of the fOIll" six-hour time bins and each of the terms of the surface heat and buoyancy 
balances. Correlations were computed for the following terms: net sW'face heat flux (Q",,.l, 
shonwave radiation (Q'), latent heat flux (Q,l, sensible heat flux (Q"l, longwave radiation 
(Q,), net surface buoyancy flux (B""J, mois ture flux (B"'OOllJ")' precipitation (Pl, and 
evaporation minus precipitation (E-P). Generally. the surface fluxes were not well 
correlated with JOV at most depths The following !enns were found to be not 
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Table 5.1. COITdations coefficient.~. r, between monthly mean isotherm displacement 
variances (IDV ) at six depths for four 6-how' time bins and surface winds (WSPD: wind 
speed; U: zonal wind; V: meridional wind; WDIR: wind direction) during November 1983 
- October 1987. Statistical significance at the 95% confidence level was calculated using 
computed integral time scales between time series (Davis. 1976) . Statistically significant 
(,;O/Telations are indicated by Bold type 
VARIABLES 2200-0400 04()O..HKMI 1000-1600 1600-2200 
95%c.i. , 95%c.i. 95%c.i. 95 %c.i. 
WSPDtWV 35 .·US .477 . 3)9 .241 309 .26 1 .J72 .... 
IIDV 60 .:m .J3S . 339 .... 24Q . 176 263 145 
/IDVlOO 310 .009 .287 -.163 300 -.063 .J<» - lOS 
/IDV 140 Jll .Oll .4IR .244 .J<iO lJ] 388 -<)13 
flDV200 "9 .263 271 233 280 -.087 .347 -.39 ] 
/lDV300 282 -.270 _246 070 .283 042 
Iv /IDV]S .430 -.492 ]00 26] .379 -.403 
/ IDV 60 .315 ·.346 .341 -.359 246 - 178 26] -.144 
/IDVlOO .311 .Oll . 189 299 .094 ]lJ .136 
flDVI40 306 OIS .423 -.279 .361 -.121 .387 ·080 
IIDV200 OlJ -.294 .270 .226 280 074 .352 .389 
!IDV300 .281 .263 .236 -.253 .250 -(m 278 -.051 
/IDV 35 486 202 252 145 .25S 121 432 ]'" 
IIDV'" .004 .308 lJ)] 264 096 27S .114 
/IDV l OO .302 .155 307 1S2 311 lSI ]00 2Il4 
fJDVI40 .312 1S3 .34 1 -. 176 _247 .019 307 -263 
/IDV200 .359 .. 193 .239 -.064 29] .022 .391 -183 
/lDV300 "\44 - 185 .281 . 162 .307 -086 .302 -.042 
WDIRJIDV35 486 IS] .260 .174 .25] 079 425 .206 
IIDV"" .267 -027 ]00 032 278 .030 
/lDV100 302 .081 291 100 295 004 .310 
/IDVI40 .30t'> .006 341 - 144 266 .294 
-.180 
(IDV200 ]]9 229 .005 1S2 ]93 -.203 
/lDV300 J37 ·219 .(1;13 ·1 58 .293 .038 
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significantly correlated with my at any of the six TR depths for any of the time bins and 
will not be specifically discusse{j : Qb' 8 m "",""", P, and E-P. Correlations between monthly 
mean my and remaining terms of the surface heat balance are given in Table 5.2, and 
the correlations between rOY and the remaining terms of the swface buoyancy balance 
are given in Table 5.3 
As shown in Table 5.2. correlations with the terms of the surface heat flux were 
generally small. The only term having statistically significant correlation at the 95% 
confidence level with my in the upper 100 m was Q" which had a correlation of -0.422 
with lOY at 35 m dw·ing the evening time bin. The negative sign of this correlation 
indicates that lOY was high when heat loss from the ocean by Q, increased. The latent 
heat flux was also significantly correlated with my at 200 m (r = 0.310) Correlations 
between my at 140 m and Q. and Q ... , were significant dW'ing the morning and day time 
bins and day and evening time bins, respectively. It does not seem likely that the small 
changes in Qb could be strong enough to locally force temperature variability at 140 m. 
particularly since Qb was not well correlated with my in the upper 100 m. Although Q.." 
could possibly generate vertically-propagating waves, the lack of correlation in the upper 
100 m suggests non-local forcing 
The correlations between IDY at the six TR depths for the fow· six-hoW' time bins 
and H"", and £ were also generally weak (Table 5.3). Both HDO, and E were significantly 
correlated with my at 35 m dW'ing the evening time bin. The correlation with B"", was -
0.374, indicating that IDY was higher when buoyancy decreased. Similarly, the correlation 
with E of 0.421 indicates that IDY was higher when evaporation increased 
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Table 5.2. Correlation coefficients, r, between monthly mean isotherm displacement 
variances (IDV) at six depths for fow time bins and strrface heat flux terms: net surface 
heat fl ux, Q.", shortwave radiation. Q" latent heat flux, Ot. and sensible heat flux, Ok 
Statistical significance at the 95% confidence level was calculated based on the integral 
time scale between time sl;':ries (Davis, 1976). Statistically significant correlations are 
indicated by Hold type 
VARIABLES 2200·0400 O400·JOOO l000·J600 1600·2200 
95% c.L , 95%c.i. ,. 95<kc.i. , 95%c.i. , .
Q.)IDV 35m .372 195 368 ·070 . 316 -.J08 357 -.339 
IIDV 60ill .3tXl ·1)')3 J09 OJO .307 .004 .289 ·024 
IIDVl oom .317 .Oli .308 120 300 ·()20 30J .038 
IIDV140m .317 027 340 .292 .311 .345 .306 .]59 
III)V2oom 321 100 .273 .238 279 !)II 300 
·"'5 
IU)V3OOm 2" ·038 .235 .193 230 -.080 273 121 
Q. rIDV 35m 480 255 .391 058 325 .017 .438 
IIDV 600' 299 116 .318 281 007 278 -.001 
IIDVIOOm 327 019 .311 112 .315 019 326 .044 
fID VI40m .325 .021 .378 .330 .313 169 .303 242 
III)V2oom ]34 .084 .228 -.051 .260 ·'<3'6 .]68 -.499 
lTOV300m .261 -.301 .211 ffi9 221 013 28~ 237 
Q. IIDV 35m 393 ·307 .337 -056 294 ·093 .357 -.422 
IIDV 60m .308 073 337 -.071 .244 ·.014 269 -J143 
IIDVlOOrn .326 017 .280 OIl" .284 -037 .317 016 
IIDVI40m .317 on 406 146 .370 297 382 .249 
I(UV2OOm 395 086 .2lI6 .310 302 107 356 270 
'IDV]OOm .288 .190 .250 -.245 -.11 8 282 ·028 
Q./IDV 35m 426 -.317 .3211 -. 186 317 -033 391 · .IOS 
IIDV 60111 .276 .206 
"" 
·224 033 M 
/IDVIOOm 3W 149 .284 033 .288 159 311 
.Ill" 
rrn\'l40m J06 .IS7 .372 -.4]2 .316 -.363 342 '.262 
ImV200m .347 -253 263 .292 ·158 .367 .W5 
lTOV]OOm 293 ·063 .248 -133 25' - 121 290 ·273 
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Table 5.3. Correlation coefficients, r. between monthly mean isotherm displacement 
variances (lOV) at six depths for four time bins and the net surface buoyancy flux . B"". 
Statistical significance at the 95% confidence level was calculated based on the integral 
time scale between the time series (Davis. 1976). Statistically significant correlations are 
indicated by Bold type 
VARlADLES 2200-0400 0400-1000 1000-1600 1600·2200 
95 %c.i. 95%c.i. 95%c.i. 95 %c.i. 
D ... /IDV35m 280 ·.123 326 .080 .287 - 009 .287 -.313 
/IDV 60111 .295 -.057 .309 -.131 .275 .108 286 163 
!lDVlOOm 329 139 .326 .131 .321 .054 .301 050 
/IDV140m 329 .146 .303 .079 317 .149 .320 220 
IIDV200m 303 -.12 1 302 086 285 218 .266 .023 
flDV300m 272 -.001 .276 -.191 .291 - 191 283 107 
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E. RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN mv AND DYNAMIC STABILITY 
In this section, statistical relat ionships between monthly means of the dynamic 
stability parameters. N. 5, and Hi, and lOY at 35 m. 60 m. and 100 m are discussed 
Correlation coefficients for each of the above parameters and lOY at these three depths 
for the four six-hour time bim are presented in Table 5.4. Generally. correlation~ between 
lOY and these stabi li ty parameters were weak. Mnnthly mean TOY was significantly 
correlated at the 95% cunfiden~ level with N at 35 m during the day, evening and night 
time bins. These correlations werc negative indicating that lOY at 35 m increased with 
decreasing stratification. This result is consistent with linear theory in that increased 
isotherm displacements are expected with reduced stratification. Correlations between 
lOY and tv' at 60 m and 100 m were not significant at the 95% confidence level. 
Correlations between both lOY and 5 and lOY !lJld Ri were not statistically significant 
at 35 m, 60 m, or 100 m 
Table 5.4_ Correlation coefficients, r , between monthly me!lJl isotherm displacement 
variances (IDY) and buoyancy frequency (/11), ve locity shear (S), and Richardson number 
(Ri) at 35 m, 60 m. and 100 m for four six-hour time hins during November 1983 -
October 1987. Statistical significance at the 95% confidence level was calculated based 
on the integral time scale between the time series (Davis. 1976) . Statistically significant 
correlations are indicated by Bold type 
Variables 2200-0400 0400-1000 1000-1600 1600-2200 
95%c.i. 95%c.i. 95%c.i. , 95%c.i. 
IDV /N 35m .382 -.444 358 - 356 .321 -.351 .339 -.394 
60m .323 ·.1 94 356 - 323 219 -.048 252 -.162 
100m 29 1 - 161 .262 - .031 281 -.032 306 -.046 
IDYlS 35m 326 -.076 380 -.159 326 -.1 55 326 -.147 
60m 287 -.044 287 .028 287 - 086 2" - 223 
100m .287 -.084 287 004 .287 - 137 .287 -.102 
IDY/RC 35m .326 - .088 .326 -.018 .326 OOJ 326 .022 
60m 323 - .075 323 -.215 323 074 323 141 
100m 290 - .032 290 - 107 .290 003 290 015 
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Correlations between mv and the dynamic stability parameters at 140 m, 200 m, 
and 300 m were weak and could not be simply related to the diurnal cycle of turbulence 
or high-frequency internal waves under investigation here, 
F. RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LOV AND MlXIW-LAYER DEPTH 
Mixed-layer depth and the diurnal range of mixed-layer depth provide an 
indication of the cumulative effects of both surface forcing and the static and dynamic 
stability of the upper ocean, AI; such, it represents an integral of the processes thought to 
be associated with upper ocean mixing and the generation of high-frequency temperature 
variability in the mixed layer and in the thermocline below the mixed layer. Correlation 
coefficients between monthly mean mixed-layer depths and the ruurnal range of mixed-
layer depth and IOV at 35 m, 60 m, 100 m, 140 m, 200 m, and 300 m for the four time 
bins are shown in Table 5.5 
The correlations between mixed-layer depth and lDV at 35 m were significant at 
the 95% confidence level during the evening, night, and morning time bins. These 
correlations were particularly strong, -0.583 and -0.627, during the evening and night time 
bins, respectively. The negative sign of the correlations indicates that IOV at 35 m 
increased as the mixed layer deepened, in agreement with the microstructure observations 
of mixing and internal waves in the upper ocean discussed in Chapter 2. Mixed-layer 
depth and mv at 35 m were not well correlated during the day time bin, when the mixed 
layer was shallow due to daytime restratification. With the mixed layer being shallow 
during this day time bin, it is not unreasonable to expect a decoupling with mv at 35 ill 
The strong correlation between IOV at 35 m and mixed-layer depth during the evening 
lime bin might have been less expected since the mixed layer was typically shallow 
(Figures 4.9 and 4. I 1) . Close examination of these figures shows that, except for during 
the boreal spring, the mixed layer was deeper during the evening time bin than during the 
day time bin, indicating that the active nighttime convection had begun. Signific!'''t 
negative correlations were likewise observed between mixed-layer depth and mv 
m during the morning, day, and evening time bins (Table 5.5). The correlation bet\ . .:n 
mixed-layer depth and IDV at 60 m during the night time bin was just below the 95% 
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confidence level. The corrciations were largest dming the morning and evening time bins, 
-0,497 and -0.471 , respectively_ These stronger correlations during the morning and 
evening time bins might signify that during those hours active changes were occurring in 
both mixed-layer depth and IDY at 60 m. IDV at 100 m and )40 m was not significantly 
correlated with the mixed-layer depth on monthly time scales . Positive correlation 
between IDY at 200 m and mixed-layer depth was observed during the evening and 
morning time bins. Also, positive correlation was observed betwl;.':cn mixed-layer depth 
and IDV at 300 m during the night time bin, Although it is difficult to determine with 
certainty whether or not these cOlTelations with mv at 200 m and 300 m reflect a direct 
physical relationship. the lack of significant correlation at 100 m and 140 m suggests non~ 
local. large-scale forcing 
The diurnal range of mixed-layer depth can be thought of as a measure of the 
intensity of mixing on diurnal time scales. The diurnal range of mixed-layer depth was 
Significantly correlated with IDV at 35 m during the night and morning time bins. when 
IDV was at its diurnal high (Figures 5.1-5.3). These correlations indicate that when the 
monthly mean diurnal range of mixed-layer depth was large, indicating high diurnally-
modulatcd mixing intensity. the high-frequency temperature variability at 35 m was 
increased. During the daytime hours, when IDV at 35 m was at its diurnal low, the 
correlation with diurnal range of mixed-layer depth was weak. 1l1e correlations between 
IDV at 60 m and 100 m and diurnal range of mixed-layer depth were not significant 
Significant correlations between the diurnal range of mixed-layer depth and IDV at 140 
m during the morning and cvening timc bins and IDV at 200 m during the night and day 
time bins cannot be simply related to local forcing. As with thc significant correlations 
between mixed-layer depth and IDV at 200 m and 300 m, these relationships between the 
diurnal range of mixed-layer depth and mv at 140 m and 200 m are probably related to 
large-scale processes. 
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Tallie 5.5. Correlation coefficients. r, between monthly mean isotherm displacement 
variances (IDV) at six depths for each of the four 6-hour time bins and mixed-layer depth 
(MLD) and diurnal range of mixed-layer depth (aMLD) dilling the period November 
1983 - October 1987. Statistical significance at the 95% confidence level was calculated 
based on the integral time scale between the time series (Davis. 1976) . StatisticaUy 
significant correlations are indicated by Bold type 
VAlUABLE 2200-0400 0400· 1 IXIO llXlO-l600 1600·2200 
95%c..i. 95%c.i. 95%c.i. 95%c.i. 
MLD/IDV35m .467 -.627 .327 ·.438 314 -.227 .433 -.583 
lillV 60m 293 - 292 .329 -.471 .277 -.330 .287 ·.497 
/IDVlOOm .297 ·168 304 .026 .298 -. 100 279 ·074 
/IDVI4Om .297 . 173 378 - .046 268 .090 .331 .232 
/IDV200m .3S1 · 043 .25. .314 255 130 .343 .354 
/IDV300m .282 173 .210 -.011 .254 037 278 . ISO 
6MLD/lDV35 .392 .421 .329 .490 .297 233 341 .231 
!IDV 60m .332 14. .328 .195 28. 170 281 250 
/IDVlOOm .322 004 298 071 .298 054 .334 .030 
/IDV140m .330 .010 .387 .447 .359 190 .354 .410 
/IDV200m .357 .470 .288 -.045 .273 -.298 .350 -.210 
/IDV3OOm .316 -.066 .310 - 050 325 035 318 198 
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VI. DIUR NAL C YCLE OF ISOTHERM DISPLACEMENT 
VARIANCE 
In the preceding two chapters, the interannual and seasonal variability of the 
surface forcing, background dynamic stability, mixed-layer depth, and high-frequency mv 
have been described. and statistical relationships among these fields were examined. In 
this chapter, the focus shifts to the diurnal cycle of the high-frequency variations of 
temperature, as measured by t..JDV 
A. VERTICAL EXTENT OF DIURNAL CYCLE OF mv 
The time series of monthly mean IDV at five depths for the four six-hour time 
bins presented in Figure 5.1a-c showed pronounced increases of rov during the night and 
morning time bins. collectively referred 10 as nighttime, at both 35 m and 60 m for much 
of the 48 month record. At 35 m, the nighttime monthly-mean rov increase frequently 
exceeded 5 m1 compared with daytime va1ues_ During 11 few months this nighttime 
increase of lDV exceeded 10 ml. At 60 m, the nighttime monthly mean illY values 
frequently exceeded daytime lOY values by about 5 m:. At 100 m and below. these 
diurnal differences in monthly mean mv were rarely observed. Similarly, examination 
of individual monthly mean venical profiles of illY (not shown) and the long·term mean 
vertical profile of IDY (Figure 5.2) showed that the diurnal cycle of monthly mean IOV 
only rarely penetrated to 100 m. Figure 5_2 also indicated high variability of monthly 
mean my at 35 m and 60 m and relatively low variability of monthly mean my at 100 
m. 140 m, and 200 ffi. 
Purther examination of the vertical extent of the diurnal cycle of roy was 
accomplished by (;omputing monthly means of the daily differences between mv during 
different six-hour time bins. Since diurnal differences of lOY appeared dependent on 
the magnitude of lOY, i.e. larger differences were observed when rOY was high (Figure 
[OJ 
Diurnal Differences of IDV (0400-1000 - 1600-2200) 
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Figure 6.1. Monthly mean normalized diurnal differences of isotherm displacement 
variance (MDVII,.) computed from daily values of 0400-1000 lOV minus 1600-2200 mv 
at a) 35 m, b) 60 m, c) 100 m, d) 140 m, and e) 200 m. Daily diurnal differences 
were normalized by the mean of the morning and evening lDV value~ for each day. 
Dashed lines indicate ±one standard error of the mean 
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5.1), the diw'nal differences have heen normalized by the mean of tht: daily rOY values 
for the twO lime bins. Normalization provides a relative measmc of the diurnal differences 
of illY, allowing more direct examination over seasonal and interannual time scales_ The 
monthly mean normalized diurnal differences between rov during the morning time bin 
ami TOV during the evening time hin. 6.TDV m< at 35 m, 60 m, 100 m, 140 m, and 200 
m are shown in Figures 6.1a-e. The morning time bin corresponds with the times when 
the mixed layer was deepest (Figures 4.9 and 4.11). Both microstructure measurements 
and numerical model results have shown the diurnal peak in turbulent dissipation in the 
thermocline (Mourn et ai., 1989; GlUWood et aI., J989; SchudLich and Price, 1992). The 
evening time bin corresponds to the time when the mixed layer was still shallow, and 
microstructure measw'ements have shown weak turbulent dissipation in the thermocline 
For comparison, the monthly mean diurnal differences between lOY during the night time 
bin and IOV during the day time bin, DlOY"" are shown in Figures 6.2a-c, Examination 
of the IOV time ~eries suggests that differences between AIOYIIl• and :\,IDV"" are 
generally small 
The monthly means of MDY"" at 35 m show that the morning lOY is almost 
always greater than the evening mY, and that for 81% of the record this difference is 
significant within a standard error of the mean (Figure 6,2a). The AIDY"", at 60 m shows 
that for 65% of the record length the morning IOV is greater than the evening rov by 
at least one standard error of thc mean (Figure 6,2b), By thc 100 m depth, AIDVro< is 
greater than one standard error of the mean only 29% of the record, a considerable 
decrease from that at 60 m (Figure 6,2c) , At 140 m and 200 m. these percentages were 
reduced to 17% and 12%. respectively (Figures 6,2d.e), 
Examination of AlOV"" shows similar, though weaker. diurnal differences of my 
(Figure 6,2a). AIDV"" at 35 m shows that the night IOV values were greater than the day 
IOV values by at least one standard error for 72% of the record (Figure 6,2a) , At 60 m, 
this percentage was reduced to 48% , At 100 m, 140 m. and 200 m. these percentages 
were 29%, 8 %, and 12 'ro, respectively. Even though each of these percentages were 
smaller than those computed for DlDYnoj. the same generlll pattern of decreased diurnal 
differences of lOY with depth was obsel"Ved 
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Diurnal Differences of mv (2200-0400 - 1000-1600) 
::l;~£'i~} oJ 
1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 
i~~I~ ......... s., ... ,~ ....... ~J OJ 
1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 
~1!i~:~!' ...... ~:J oJ 
1983 1964 1965 1966 1967 
::~I::" .. , .. : .. :.:3 .. :.;.=:J .J 
1983 1964 1966 1986 1967 
~1~.~.S ...... :i~J oJ 
1963 1964 1965 1986 1967 
Fi~ure 6.2. Monthly mean diurnal differences of isothenn displacement variance 
(AIDVoo) computed from daily values of 2200·0400 illV minus 1000-1600 mv 
normalized by the mean of the two IDV values at a) 35 m, b) 60 m, c) 100 m, d) 140 
m, and e) 200 m. Dashed lines indicate ±one standard error of the mean 
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Mean mY, Zonal Velocity & Temperature (Nov 63-0ct87) 
~~; ~:gg=~~gg Il~~:!d) 
..... +/- Std ElTor 
Zonal Velocity 
+/- Std D.,.,1.aUon 
MelUl. Temperature 
+ / - Std D-t",Uon 
! 
~ 100. 100. t: 
-M. o. 12.0 111.0 20.0 24.0 
Zonlll Velocity (em/e) Temperatur~ (C) 
Figure 6.3. Long-term mean vertical profiles of a) Isothenn displat,;t:ment variance for 
the 0400-1000 (solid line) and 1600-2200 (dash~ line) time bins. b) zonal velocity. and 
c) temperatW'c <,;omputed from all available monthly means dUling the period November 
1983 - October 1987. Standard error of the mean is indicated by ruTOWS in a). and 
standard deviations are indicated by dashed lines in b) and c) 
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~ 
To further evaluate the vertical structure of the diurnal cycle of high-frequency 
IDY and possible long-term cnnsequences to the equatmial momentum balance, statistics 
of the venical profile of IDY were computed !Tom the 48 monthly mean values for each 
of the four six-hour time bins (Figure 5.2). These long-term mean IDY profiles were 
consistent with the above results that showed a pronounced diurnal difference of illY at 
35 m and 60 m, particularly between the morning and evening time bins. The long-term 
mean lOY profi les for these two time bins and the long-term mean vertical profiles 
of temperature and zonal velocity are shown in Figures 6.3a-c. Figure 6.3a shows 
pronounced diurnal differences in illY at 35 m and 60 m, with the mean morning IDV 
greater than the mean evening IDV by about 4 m1 and 2 m2, respective ly. This figure also 
shows a sharp decay with depth of the long-term mean diurnal cycle of high-frequency 
IDV . Although the time series of monthly mean diurnal differences showed occasional 
penetration of AIDV lIle to 100 m and deeper (Figure 6.1), the long-term mean clearly 
shows that on average the diurnal cycle was not evident at 100 m. 140 m, or 200 m 
Figure 6.3 also shows the depths of the observed AIDV"", relative to the mean EVe and 
thermocline . 10 the long-term mean, the AIDV.,., did not penetrate through the EUC core 
or high-N region of the thermocline. As, was shown in the time series (Figure 6.2), the 
long-term mean diurnal difference of IDV between night and day time bins is apparent, 
but weaker than the morning/evening difference. 
Another method of examining the vertical structure of the high-frequency AIDV 
is to compute vertical colTelations between the AIDV at different depths. The advantage 
of this method is that it provides an indication of the relationship between the diurnal 
cycle of the high-frequency variability at different depths. Strong correlations over a large 
vertical extent would be consistent with hypotheses suggesting vertical internal wave 
propagation. Correlation coefficients between the monthly mean tJDV"," at 35 m and 
AlDV me at 60 m, 100 m, 140 m, 200 m, and 300 m are shown in Figure 6.4. Based on 
the result that the most pronounced diurnal difference in IDV occurred between the 
morning and evening time bins, this is the diurnal difference used in the computation of 
the correlation coefficients shown in Figure 6.4. Mean profJles of zonal velocity and 
temperature illustrate the positions of the EUC and thermocline relative to the vertical 
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structw'c of .1.IDV 
The corrdation between the monthly mean fl.lDV"," at 35 m and 4JDVm< at 60 m 
was strong, +0.6 1, indicating that when the fl.IDV.,,,, at 35 m increased there was likely 
to be II corresponding increase of LilDV"", at 60 ffi, and vice versa. The correlations 
between fl.JDV"" at 35 m and ""IDV"" at 100 m, 140 m, 200 m, and 300 m were not 
significant at the 95% confidcnct: level. 
On shOfter times scales, the IS-minute temperalw"C measurements were used to 
examine vertical propagation by computing correlat ions as II function of time lag (every 
15 minutes) and depth. Tn addition to sharp decay with depth. in agreement with monthly 
rnl:an results, those correlations indicated highest vertical correlations at 7:ero lag, 
suggesting little downward phase propagation 
These combined results indicate that vertical propagation of high-frequency 
intcrnal waves from the swfacc layer. if occurring. did not appear to propagate through 
the EUC core using monthly-averaged statistics_ These results do not rule out the 
possibility that a diurnal cycle of mv may be occasionally observed at depths greater 
than 60 m. For example . .:\IDV",e at 100 m was greater than one standard error of the 
mcan for 29% of the months cxamined (Figure 6.1). Howcver. on average the results 
indicate that the diurnal cycle of mv decayed sharply below 60 m 
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Correlation of Diurnal Cycle of mv I U & T 
0'--10 IOV - 11!-22 mv 
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Figure 6.4. Vertical profiles of a) correlation coefficients between monthly mean diurnal 
differences of isotherm displacement variance (MDV"",) at 35 m and those at 60 m. 100 
m, 140 m, 200 m, and 300 m. b) long-term mean zonal velocity, and c) long-term mean 
temperature. Dashed lines indicate a) 95% confidence intervals based on integral time 
scales between time series (Davis, 1976), and b) and c) standard deviations . 
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B. TNTERANNI)AL VARIAHlUIT OF THE DIURNAL CYCLE OF' mv 
In discussing the interannual variability of mv for th~ four six-hour time bins 
shown in Figures S.la-e, mention was made of the interannual variability of the diwnai 
cycle of lOY at 35 m and 60 ill. Further examination of Figures 5.1a,b shows that during 
the 1984 ENSO cold episode, a diurnal cycle of IOV was not observed at either 35 ill or 
60 m. This disappearance of the dilll'nal cycle during the cold episode was also apparent 
in the time series of monthly means of ~IDV",< (Figures 6Ia.bl· Bl;.':ginning in mid-1984, 
6IDV at 35 m reappeared and remained present during most of the nCl(\ two years (Figure 
6. J a). Comparison with the subsurface temperature record (Figure 4.7) shows that the 
reappearance coincided with the beginning of a two-year deepening of the thermocline. 
Although the daytime mv values increased dwing this ENSO build-up phase. it appears 
that 6.mVm , was dominatt:d by larger increast:s of mv during the nighttime hours 
(Figure 5. 1a). During the 1986/1987 ENSO warm episode, this did not appear to be the 
case. Both daytime and nighttime IDV values increased above the annual boreal winter 
maximum (Figure 5.1a) and NOV"", decreased (Figure 6.1a). Although the long-term 
mean vertical profiles of JOV did not show a diurnal cycle at 100 m (Figures 5.2 and 
6.3), diurnal differences of illV at 100 m wt:re not uncommon during the ENSO build-up 
phase between November 1984 and March 1986 (Figure 6.1c) 
C. SEASONAL CYC LE Of' OfURNAL CYCLE OF WV 
As discussed in section 5.3, there was a pronounced seasonal cycle of illV at 35 
m and 60 m and a weaker seasonal cycle of IIlV at 100 m. Examination of Figure 5.2 
shows a similar seasonal cycle of the diumal lOY signal, as indicated by the relative 
divergence of the nighttime and daytime lIlY curves at 35 m and 60 m. As with IOV, 
Il.IDV was observed to be strongest during the boreal winter months and weakest during 
the boreal spring. Seasonal cycles of Il.IDY from the monthly mean values of AllY,,,,, 
(Figure 6.1) are shown in Figure 6.5. Figures 6.5a,b indicate a pronounced annual cycle 
of 6.IDY at 35 m and 60 m, with maxima occurring during the boreal winter and minima 
occurring during the boreal spring. Indications of an apparent semi-annual cycle of illDY 
at 35 m were also observed. An apparent weak annual cyde of Il.IDVat 100 m was observed 
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Seasonal Cycles of Diurnal Differences of mv 
lDV-DIFF at 100m ~ c) 
§-
mv DlFF at 140m d) 
mv DIFF at 200m e) 
Figure 6.5. Seasonal cycles of the diurnal difference of IDY at a) 35 m, b) 60 m, c) 
100 m, d) 140 m, and e) 200 m. Computed from normalized monthly mean differences 
of my between 0400-1000 and 1600-2()("(). Error bars represent average of all of the 
individual standard errors for each of the twelve calendar months 
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with relative maxima occuning during the boreal summ!;.':r months and n!;.':ar zero diurnal 
differences occurring during the boreal winter months. This weak annual cycle at 100 m, 
opposite in phase to the annual cycles of 6lDV at 35 m and 60 m, was not significant 
based on ±one standard error of the mean. The seasonal variability of t..lDV was not 
significant at both 140 m and 200 m since dituTial variations of rOv were usually nOt 
evid!;.':nt 
I), SURFACE FORCING AND THE DIURNAL CYCLE OF IDV 
In this section, statistical relationships between the diurnal cycle of rDV and 
several indices of surface forcing are presented. Based on the earlier finding that the 
strongest diurnal difference of IDV occurred between the morning and evening time bins, 
monthly means of AIDV_ at 35 m, 60 m, and 100 m were used as the reference of the 
diurnal cycle of mv to examine these relationships (Figure 6.1). With the prior finding 
that there was no apparent diurnal cycle of TDV at 140 m, 200 m, and 300 m, the 
statistical relationships between 6lDV"", at these depths and the surface forcing indices 
are not of interest. The monthly mean time series of each of the swface forcing conditions 
described in section 4.2.1 were correlated with DlDV"",. 
1. Surface Winds 
In section 5.4, surface wind speed and zonal wind speed were shown to be 
strongly correlated with illV at 35 m and 60 m on monthly time scales. In this section, 
correlation~ between monthly mean wind speed and direction, and the zonal and 
meridional wind components, and monthly mean AllJVme at 35 m, 60 m, and 100 m are 
exam ined . Table 6.1 shows Ihese correlations and their significance at the 95% confidence 
level based on the integral time scale between time series (Davis, 1976). \1onthly mean 
AlDV"", at 35 m had positive correlation with wind speed, 0.345, and significant 
negative correlation, -0.361, wi th zonal wind. 6lDV"", at 60 m had a strong pOI>itive 
correlation with wind speed, -to.557, and strong negative correlation with zonal winds, -
0.580. These strong correJ ation~ and an examination of the monthly mean time series in 
Figure 6.6 show that 6lDVm , increased with increased wind speed and easterly zonal 
winds . It is important to note that since diurnal variations of the local winds were small, 
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Tablc 6,1. Correlation coefficients between normalized monthly mean diurnal differences 
of isoUlerm displacement variance (AIDV) I1t 35m, 6Om, and 100m and surface wind 
speed, zonal and meridional winds, and wind direction during the period November 1984 
_ October 1987. AIDV computed I1S 0400-1000 mv minus 1600-2200 toV . Statistical 
significance at the 95% confidence level was calculated based on the integral time scale 
between the time series (Davis, 1976). Statistically significant correlations are indicated 
by Bold type 
Variable I Variable 2 95 % C.l. 
Wind Speed AIDV 035m ±O.353 0.345 
hlDV O6Om ±O.392 0.557 
hlDV 100m ±O.324 0.216 
Zonal Wind ..,jDV 035m ±O.354 -0.361 
.6lDV O6Om ±O.397 -0.580 
.tJDV 100m ±O.321 -0.230 
Merid. Wind .tJDV 035m ±O.351 0.023 
.tJDV O6Om ±OA28 0.133 
hIDV 100m ±O.238 -0.022 
Wmd Dir ...:rDV 035m ±O.353 0.102 
...:mV 060m ±O.3% 0.110 
hIDV_ IOOm ±0 .334 -0.061 
about 0.2 ms'], it is unlikcly that these correlations between the wind speed and zonal 
wind and AIDV <0< at 35 m and 60 m were related to diurnal fl uctuations of the local 
winds . The stronger correlations at 60 m could have been due to the shorter record length 
and large data gaps at 60 m during the boreal summers. The monthly mean values of 
MDV_ at 100 m were not weU correlated with wind speed or zonal wind . The monthly 
mean meridional wind and wind direction were not well correlated with AIDV ... at any 
of the TR depths. 
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Figure 6.6. Time series of monthly mean diurnal differences of isotherm displacement 
variance (t..IDV 0.,) at 35 m and 60 m , wind speed, and zona! wind during November 
\983-Oclober !987. t..IDV computed as 0400-1000 IOV minus 1600-2200 IOV 
normalized by the mean illV 
l iS 
2. Surface Heat and Buoyancy Fluxes 
In Chapter V, statistical relationships between monthly mean lDV and 
monthly mean estimates of the surface heat and buoyancy fluxes were examined. 
Generally. correlations were weak. The only significant correlations were between lOV 
at 35 m and Q" and B""L during the evening time bin. In this section, rciationships 
between the surface heat and buoyancy fluxes and the diurnal cycle of lDY in the upper 
100 m are examined. Monthly means of the computed estimates of the terms of the 
surface heat flux and MDV"", at 35 m and 60 m are shown in Figure 6.7. Correlation 
coefficients between the surface heat and buoyancy fluxes and AIDYrn,. at 35 m, 60 m, and 
100 m are given in Table 6.2 
Earlier results showed that illY in the upper 100 m was not well correlated 
with Q, The correlations between monthly mean MDY,,,. at 35 ill and 60 m and Q, were 
0.434 and 0.453, respectively. The correlation with MDVm. at 35 m is statistically 
significant at the 95% confidence level based on the integral time scale of the two lime 
series (Davis, 1976). Although the correlation with t..IDY." at 60 m was slightly greater 
than that at 35 m, it was not statistically significant due to greater confidence intervals 
associated with the shorter record length. The positive 8ign of these correlations indicates 
that t.l.lDY"", increased during periods of increased shortwave radiation into the ocean 
When monthly mean Q, was anomalously low, such as during the 1984 ENSO cold 
episode and during the warming in 1987, the diurnal differences of IDY at 35 m and 60 
m were low (Figure 6.2). Although increased shortwave radiation would increase the 
daytime stratification of the upper ocean, and hence reduce the daytime generation of 
convective mixing and possibly internal wave generation, the fact that Q, is negligible 
during the nighttime hours means that an increase in daytime shortwave radiation 
corresponds to an increase in the diurnal difference in shortwave radiation. It is not 
unreasonable to expect an increase in the diurnal response of IDY when there was an 
increase in the diurnal solar forcing, and vice versa. Therefore, these results could be 
interpreted to indicate that increased Q, results in an increase in the diurnal difference 
of IDV because of reduced daytime generation of roy rather than due to increased 
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Figure 6.7. Time series of monthly mean a) diurnal differenccs of isotherm 
displa~ment variance (AlDV_) at 35 m and 60 m. b) net surface net flux, Q .. " c) 
shortwave radiation, Q" d) latent heat fll.lx, Q .. and e) longwave radiation. Qb' and 
sensible heat flux, Q., during November 1983-October 1987. L\.lOV IT>< computed as 0400-
1000 lOV minus 16CXl-2200 lOV normalized by the mean IDV 
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Table 6.2. Correlation coefficients between normalized monthly mean diurnal differences 
of isothenn displacement variance (6IDV) at 35 m, 60 m, and 100 m and surface heat 
and buoyancy fluxes, including net surface heat flux. Q_r shortwave radiation, Q" latent 
heat flux. Q" sensible heat flux, Q~, longwave radiation. Qb' net surface buoyancy flux, 
8".,. and evaporation, E, during the period November 1983-October 1987. 6lDV 
computed as 0400-1000 my minus 1600-2200 my. Statistical significance at the 95% 
confidence level was calculated based on the integral time scale between the time series 
(Davis. 1976) Statistically significant correlations indicated by Bold type 
VARlAHlE I VARlABlE 2 95 % C.I .. 
Q •• 6mv (135m ±O.341 0.170 
MDV O6Om ±O.358 0000 
6IDV 100m ±O.30S 0.095 
Q. 6.mV 035m ±0.384 0.434 
6.lDV 060m ±0.468 0.453 
6.lDV 100m ±O.300 0.1 35 
Q. ... mv 035m ±0.362 -0 .061 
6.lDV 060m ±O.423 -0.24 \ 
6.lDV 100m ±0.379 O.Cl25 
Q. 6.lDV 035m ±0.358 -0.062 
6.lDV O6Om ±O.429 -0. 138 
... mv 100m ±0,379 -0.064 
Q. ... m v 035m ±0 .358 -0.359 
.... DV 060m ±O.429 -0.415 
6.lDV 100m ±0.3 11 0.0 12 
B •• .... DV 035m ±O.316 0.105 
6.lDV 060m ±O.29 I -0.156 
6.lDV 100m ±Q.305 0.260 
I I' 
nighttime generation of IDY. Although correlations were weak. comparison between 
daytime values of JOy at 35 m and 60 m (Figures S.la,b) and Q, supports this 
Interpretat10n 
Daytime IDV values were lowest during early 1984 and during most of 
1987 , both periods of anomalously low Q, 
The only other term of the surface heat balance having significant 
correlation with aJDV,,,,,in the upper 100 m was Qh- The correlations between Qn and the 
diurnal differences of IOV at 35 m and 60 m were -0.359 and -0.415, respectively , The 
negative sign of the correlations indicates thaI MDV"",increased during periods when the 
sensible heat flux was from the ocean 10 thl: atmosphere. Although the sign agrees with 
intuition, the small relative magnitude of Qn would not appear sufficient to generate 
significant convective mixing. Since Q~ is a function of wind speed, this significant 
conelation is most likely due to the strong (,;orrelation hetwcen wind speed and MDVm < 
The remaining tenns of the surface heat flux and the moisture flux te rms 
of the surface buoyancy flux were not well correlated with 6IDVrn,. 
£. DYNAMIC STAH[LITY AND THE DIURNAL CYCLE OF illV 
In this section, relationships between the dynamic stability during each of the four 
six-hour time bins and 6IDV"" at 35 m, 60 m, and-t OO m are examined . Tn Figures 4.8a-
c, time-depth contour plots of monthly mean N, S, and Ri were presented. Tn examining 
the relationships between the diurnal cycle of mv and the dynamic stability_ diurnal 
variations of these dynamic stability parameters are discussed 
1_ Buoyancy Frequency 
Earlier results showed that N varied seasonally and interannually, and that 
these variations of N at several depths in the upper 100 m were negatively correlated with 
lDV at 35 m and 60 m, but not with mv at 100 m. The correlation~ between the monthly 
mean MDV.". at 35 m, 60 m, and 100 m and monthly means of loca l values of N for each 
of the four six-hour time bins are presented in Figure 6.8a . Significant negative 
correlation was observed at 35 m and 60 m for each of the four time bins. The negative 
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Figure 6JI. Correlation coefficients computed between diwnal differences of isotherm 
displacement variance (AIDV) and a) buoyancy frequency, N, b) velocity shear, S. and 
c) Richardson number. log,o(Ri) during November 1983-0ctober 1987. AIOV computed 
as 0400-1000 illV minus 1600-2200 mv nOimalized by mean IOV 
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~ign of thl;: correlations indicates that llJDV"" at 35 m and 60 m increased during perioos 
of low N, and decn:ased during periods of high N. This suggests that strong stratification 
may have aided in suppressing the diurnal cyc le of turbulence and high-frequency internal 
waves . Although daily values of AlDY ute wefe generally eliminated when the TRs were 
in the mixed [ayt:[ before computing monthly statistics, the correspondence between high 
AIDY 0>< and low N suggests that the instruments were in thl;: entrainment zone and that 
active mixing may have been occurring. If so, it would suggest that llIDV .... is largely a 
reflection of turhulence rather than internal waves 
Diurnal differences were computed from the fields of monthly mean N 
values between each of the four time bins. Thl;.': resulting difference fields showed that the 
maximum diurnal differences occurred hetween the morning and evening time bins, as 
was observed for diurnal differences of my. Figure 6,9 is a time-depth contour plot of 
the monthly mean evening minus morning differences of N, t:.f',',,,,, Large illV". were 
observed in the upper 40 m or so, reflecting the strong diurnal mixing cycle associated 
with daytime stratification by solar heating and nighttime convective mixing. In the depth 
range of about 50-100 m, the sign of I!.JV"" appeared to alternate with an annual period. 
During the boreal fall and winter months, values of f:.N"" in this depth range were small 
and positive. indicating that stratification increased slightly during the evening time bin 
This penetration of the diurnal increase of N into the thermocline coincided with the 
pronounced increase of the diurnal cycle of lOY at 35 m and 60 m during the winter 
months (Figure 5.3a,b). Thus. this diurnal cycle of N in the thennocline appears to reflect 
the deep diurnal cycle of turbulence and internal waves that has been repoJ1ed (Peters et 
aI., 1988; Moum et aI., 1989; McPhaden and Peters. 1992). During the boreal spring and 
summer months, values of M<m in this 50·100 m depth range were strongly negative. 
indicating weaker stratification during the evening time bins. i.e, opposite the evening 
increase in stratification observed in the surface layer. The opposite sign of M ... across 
the base of the mil(ed layer during these months indicates conventional mixed-layer 
dynamics with a diurnal buoyancy flux at the base of the mil(ed layer balanced by 
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Fi~urc 6.9. Time-depth contow' plO! of diurnal differences of monthly mean a) 
buoyancy frequency, !J]I,',,,,, during November 1983-0ctobcr 1987. AN"", computed as 
1600-2200 N minus 0400-1000 N. Units are 10-2 x S·I, 

observed to vary interannua lJy as well. During both th~ 1984 ENSO cold episode and 
the 1986/1987 ENSO warm episode, the daytime stratification of the swface layer was 
noticeably weaker. 
Although pronounced diurnal differences of TOV and ,V were observed and 
llIDV"", at 35 m and 60 m was well correlated with N, correlations between :IN.,,, and 
t.IDV,m at 35 m, 60 m, and 100 m were not significant III the 95% confidence level. The 
fact that the diurnal cycle of my was correlated with fl" but not fo"N'fD' indicates that 
stratification in the surface layer may have provided a necessary, but not sufficient, 
condition for the diurnal cycle of the high-frequency variability 
2. Velocity Shear 
[n this section, the correlations between the diurnal cycle of IOV and shear, 
S. and its diurnal variations arc examined. Figure 6.Sb shows local correlations between 
monthly mean ilIDV,m and S at 35 m. 60 m. and 100 m for each of the four six-hour time 
bins. At each of these three depths. correlations betw~n S and NOV.." were weak 
Statistically significant correlation at the 95% confidence level was found only at 100 m 
and only during the day time bin 
Diurnal differences of monthly mean S between each of the four six-hour 
time bins showed that the maximum diurnal range occurred between the moming and 
evening time bins. M,"" as was the case for IOV and ./0,'. Figure 6.10 is a time-depth 
contour plot of Mem. Large M,m was observed in the surface layer, which by this measure 
penetrated to hetween about 25 m and 50 m. Large positive ilS,", in the surface layer 
indicates that shear increased during the evening time bin, a result consistent with 
observations and modeling studies showing a late afternoon diurnal jet caused by the 
increased stratification (Montgomery and Stroup, 1902; Schudlich, 1991). The vertical 
extent and magnitude of ilS.", varied seasonally and interannually. On a few occasions, 
surface-related Mom appeared to penetrate as deep as 100 m, most notably during the 
1986/1987 ENSO warm episode with the passage of a pronounced Kelvin wave in 
November 1986. The seasonal cycle of 65,n, in the surface layer was characterized by 
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Figure 6.10. Time-depth contour plot of diurnal differences of monthly mean velocity 
sh~ar, AS, .. , during November 1983-0ctobcr 1987. 8.\',m computed as 1600-2200 S minus 
0400-1000 S. Units are 10-1 x sol. 
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As with the diurnal cycle of N, correlations between the diurnal cycle of S and the 
diurnal cycle of mv at 35 m, 60 m, and 100 m were not statistically significant at the 
95% confidence level. 
3. Richardson Number 
Local correlations between lOY and Ri in the upper lOO m were shown to 
be weak. Significant non-local correlations were found between lOY at 60 m and Ri at 
80-120 m during the morning time bin and between my at 100 m and Ri at 10 m during 
the morning and evening time bins. In this section, the relationships between AIDV <ll. and 
Ri and the diwnal variations of Hi arc examined. Figure 6.8c shows the local correlations 
between monthly mean MDV"", and Ri at 35 m, 60 m, and 100 m fOf each of the four 
six -hour time bins. Correlations were weak at all three depths dwing all four time bins 
indicating that AlDV"", and Ri were not strongly related on these time scales 
Differences between monthly mean Ri for each nf the four six-hour bins 
showed that the maximum diurnal range nf Ri, llRi, occurred between the morning and 
evening time bins, !:J?im ., A time-depth contour plot of !:J?i",., Figure 611. shows large 
!:J?i"" OCClUTed over seasonal and interannual time scales. Unexpected positive t.i?irr.< 
indicates that surface layer Ri values were usually larger during the morning time bin than 
during the evening time bin. Generally, this positive !:.Rim<, penetrated to about 25-50 m 
There were occasions, however, when the vertical extent of these positive !:.Ri,,,,,, extended 
to about 100 m, such as during the boreal winter of the 1986/1987 ENSO warm episode 
During the 1984 ENSO cold episode, smail 6.Riw< were observed in the surface layer 
while large positive llRifl>< were observed between about 60 m and 130 m, The !:.Ri"" in 
this latter depth range alternated in sign, with occasional periods of large negative t.i?i,,< 
occurring during the 1986/1987 ENSO warm episode. 
Correlations between MDV .. " and !!Rime were not significant at 35 m, 60 
m, and 100 m. The values of AlDVm" at 35 m were significantly correlated with the night 
minus day Ri difference, M?i"" , at 35 m. This cond ation was -0.36, indicating that the 
morning/evening MDV at 35 m increa~ed when the night/day diurnal difference of Ri 
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Figw'e 6.11. Time-depth contour plot of diurnal differences of monthly mean Richardson 
[lumber, t.1U.", during Novembt:r 1983-0ctobcr 1987. Mi"" computed as 0400-1000 Ri 
minus 1600-2200 Hi 
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be related to an increa~e in the diurnal cycle of turbulence or internal waves 
4. Longterm Mean Dynamic Stability 
Although the correlations between monthly mean L\lDY"" and the monthly 
mean diurnal differences of dynamic stability, tJ.JV,,", AS,,,,. and t:.Ri"", were weak, the 
longterm mean diurnal differences suggest possible fl"Jationships. Figure 6.12 shows the 
four-year mean vertical profiles of AIDV .. e, !'IN,,,,, Me",' and Mi.", and the standard errors 
of the means. The longtenn mean vertical structure of the diurnal cycle of my was 
discussed in section 6.1. Unlike Pigures 5.2 and 6.3, which showed the longtenn mean 
JDYs for each of the four time bins. Figure 6.12a shows the !ongternl mean IlIDV~_, 
Recall that L\IDY"", was computed as the monthly mean of the daily morning lOY minus 
the evening lOY normalized by the daily mean of the two lOY values. It is noteworthy 
that the standard errors of the mean .110V"",are much smaller than the standard errors of 
the mean lOV. Although by this measw·e of significance .1lOV"", at 100 m was 
significant, the sharp decay with depth of .1IDV me be low 60 m agrces with the shaJp 
decay with depth of lOV described previously. This difference in significance i~ a result 
of the normalization procedure, which acts to reduce the month-to-month variability by 
providing a relative measure of the diurnal difference of IDY. 
The longterm mean !'IN,,,, was significantly positive in the upper 40 m and slightly 
negative between about 45 m and 100 m to one standard erTor of the mean (Figure 6.12b). 
In discussing Figure 6.9, a pronounced seasonal cycle of this change of sign of t1,!>'" across 
the base of the mixed-layer was described. During the boreal winter, the diurnal cycle of 
N penetrated as deep as 100 m, reflecting the deep diurnal cycle of turbulent mixing. 
During the boreal summer, t1,!>"',,, was negative in the thermocline region, indicating 
conventional mixed-layer physics with a diurnal buoyancy flux at the base of the mixed 
layer balanced by Ekman pumping. In the longterm mean (Figure 6.12b), a weak diurnal 
buoyancy flux from the surfal:C layer to the thermocline is observed. The deep diurnal 
mixing cycle of the winter month~ apparently acts to reduce the buoyancy flux at the base 
of the mean mixed-layer 
A similar feature is apparent in the iongtelID mean Mom profile. The longterm 
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mean ilS"" was significantly positive in the upper 50 ill and negative around 60 rn, 
possibly indicating a diurnal momentum flux from the surface layer to the thermocline 
It is important to note that the swface layer increase of S was nearly double the surface 
layer increase of N during the evening time bin. This is also reflected in the iongtelm 
mean profile of Mi,m' which shows significantly decreased Ri in the upper 50 ill during 
the evening time bin. Investigators using TROPIC HEAT microstructure data indicated 
comparable or off-setting diurnal differences of Nand S with no apparent diurnal 
differences of Ri (Chereskin et ai " 1986; Mourn et al., 1989) . The Skyllingstad and Denbo 
( ' - '14) model resull.'l showed increased instantaneous Ri in the mixed layer during the 
e,'cning and decreased instantaneous Ri in the mixed layer during the morning. Similarly, 
preliminary results from TIWE data (Lien et aI. , 1994) have indicated increased Ri in the 
mixed layer during the evening and decreased Ri in the mixed layer during the morning 
The reasons for the apparent differences between the longtenn mean diurnal 
differences of Ri computed here and those found during TlWE and in the Skyllingstad 
and Denbo model results remain uncertain. Examination of Figure 6. 11 shows times when 
6Ri"" was negative and agreed with the TIWE findings, i.e. higher Ri in the mixed layer 
during the afternoon. It is possible that since TIWE was conducted during the mature 
phase of the 199 1/1992 ENSO wann event. the observed diurnal cycle of Ri may have 
indicated anomalous conditions . Figw-e 6.11 shows negative 6Ri",. during March through 
May 1987, which coincided with the mature phase of the 1986/1987 ENSO warm event 
Some differences between results would also be expected due to different vertical and 
temporal resolution of the data. Whereas diurnal differences in Ri shown in Figure 6.12 
include both times when the instruments (TRs and VACMs) were in the mixed layer and 
times when the instruments were below the mixed layer, the higher vertical resolution 
velocity data during TIWE enabled Lien et a1. to examine these times separately. 
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Longterm Mean Diurnal Differences of mv, N. S, & Ri 
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Figure 6.12. Longterm mean vertical profiles of diurnal differences of a) isotherm 
displacement variance, 8 1DVme, b) buoyancy frequ ency, !>No",. c) velocity shear, ilS',,,,. 
and D) Richardson number, I'J,.Ri,,,, . computed over the period November 1983-0ctober 
1987. Dashed lines indicate ±one standard error of the mean 
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I'. MIXED-LA YER DEPTH AND THE DIURNAL CYCLE OF IOV 
In section 5.6, strong con'elation was observed between mixed-layer depth and 
illY at both 35 m and 60 m. In this section, relationships between monthly mean ilIDV"", 
at 35 m, 60 m. and 100 m and monthly mean mixed· layer depths for each of the four six· 
hour time bins and monthly mean diurnal ranges of mixed-layer depth are examined 
Table 6.3 lists the correlation coefficients between each of these variables. Statistically 
significant correlations were observed between MDV ... at 60 m and monthly mean mixed-
layer depths for each of the evening, night. and morning time bins. These correlations 
were particularly strong during the night and morning time bins, -0.532 and -0.581. 
respectively. These negative correlations indicate that .6.IDVm < at 60 m increased during 
periods when the mixed layer was deep and decreased dwing periods when the mixed 
layer was shnllow . In other words, when the mixed layer was deep, indicating either 
increased surface forcing or weakened background stability conditions or both, the diurnnl 
difference of the high-frequency temperature variability increased at 60 lll. Correlations 
between mixed-layer depth and .6.lDY"", at 35 m and 100 III were not significant at the 
95% confidence level 
Significant positive correlations were observed between tlIDV"", at 35 m and 60 
m and the diurnal range of mixed-layer depth. The diumal range of mixed-layer depth can 
be considered a measure of the nighttime mixing intensity. The positive correlations 
indicate that amY"", increased when the mixing intensity increased. This suggests a 
relationship between mixed layer dynamics and the diurnal cycle of the high-frequency 
temperature variability. 
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Table 6,3, CUlTelation coefficients, r, between munthly mean diurnal differences of rov 
(MDV",J at 35 m, 60 m, and 100 m and monthly mean mixed~layer depths (MLD) for 
four six-hour time bins and diurnal ranges of mixcd-Iayer depth (AMLD) dwing 
November 1983-0ctober 1987. MOY"", computed a~ 0400-1000 my minus 1600-2200 
rDV normalized by mean my. llMLD computed as monthly mean of daily maximum 
MLD minus daily minimum MLD. Statistical significancc at the 95% confidence level 
was calculated based on the integral time scale between time series (Davis, 1976) 
Statistically significant correlations are indicated by Bold Iype 
VAR IA BLES 2200·0400 0400·1000 1000-]600 1600-2200 
95%c.i_ 1J5%c.i. 95%c.i. 1J5%c.i, 
MLDjAIDY 35 .359 -,197 363 -.242 354 - 054 .365 - 070 
laJl)V 60 .406 -,532 417 -.5!H 389 · .353 409 -,428 
/ArOY 100 268 ~ 079 21f} - 092 290 -.007 280 -.015 
~LO/aIDV 35 32J .443 
/AIDV 60 361 .455 
!llIDY 100 295 164 
G. DIURNAL CYCLE: OF WAVE MOMENTUM FLUX 
In section 6.1. the diurnal cyclc of high-frequency temperature variability was 
shown to be confined above the core of the EUC, and in most cases above 100 m. To 
further examine the diurnal cycle of high-frequency variability in the upper equatorial 
ocean, 15-minute averaged velocity data were used 10 estimate the high-frequency wave 
momentum flux during Novemher 1984. This period was chosen because it coincided with 
the microstructw'e measurcmcnts of the TROPIC HEAT 1 experiment and because the 
monthly mean profile of lOY shows a pronounced diurnal cycle penetrating well into the 
thermocline (Figure 6.13), During November 1984, the velocity shear was strong and 
stratification was relatively weak resulting in low Richardson numbers, Ri less than unity, 
down to 100 m. Sw-face winds were anomalously Strong, with a mean wind speed of -
7.01 ms''- The easterly zonal wind pseudo-stres~ was -5L89 m1S· 2 (McPhaden and 
McCarty, 1992) . The monthly mean mixed-layer depth ranged between 11.8 m during the 
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lDY and Ri at 0", 140"W During November 1984 
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Figure 6.13. Monthly mean vertical proriles of isothenn displacement variance (IDV) 
during November 1984 for four six-hour time bins and monthly mean Richardson number 
prorile. Error bars indicate ±l standard error of the mean. 
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day time bin and 22.5 m during the morning time bin. 
Figure 6.14 shows profiles of II 'W
' 
for each of the fOtH' six-hour time bins for the 
month of November 1984. Positive values of u'w ' were observed in the depth range 45-
120 m, indicating a downward flux of wave-induced westward momentum from the wind-
driven surface flow to the RUe, decelerating the eastward flow. It appears that this 
downward flux of westward momentum did not penetrate the EUC core. The wave 
momentum flux divergence. (u'w\ . was divergent down to about 75 m and convergent 
below 75 m 
Diurnal differences of u'w' between the four time bins were not significant to one 
standard error of the mean, except at 25 m, where u'w ' during the day time bin was 
greater than u'w' during the morning and evening time bins. Although these data 
indicate a vertical uansport of energy from the surface layer to the EUe by high-
frequency wave momentum flux. it appears that this flux was not related to diurnal 
forcing. It is likely that the observed wave momentum flux during November 1984 was 
driven by mechanical forcing by the anomalously large surface wind stress , It is not 
unreasonable to expect seasonal and interannual variability of the wave momentum flux, 
but since it does not appear re lated to the di urnal cycle of internal wave energy, these 
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Figure 6.14. Monthly mean profLies of wave momentum flux for four six-hour time bins 
during November [984. Method of computation described in section 3.2.8. Error bars 
indicate ±one standard elTor of the mean. Units are cm~s-'. 
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II. OTHER POSSllJLE SOLRCES OF VARIANCE 
I. Mooring Motion 
Since the observations of high-frequency temperature variability used in 
the foregoing analyses were derived from moored buoy measurements that are known 
to be subject to vertical Rnd horizontal motion, it is not unreasonahle to assume that some 
of the temperatw'c and velocity variability in the data were due to mooring motion. No 
independent mcasmements of mooring motion arc available to accurately determine the 
contribution of mooring motion to such error. Unlike Boyd (1989) and Levine (1987), 
who were concerned about the effect of mooring motion on the vertical coherences of the 
internal wave spectrum, the concern here is whether Of not mooring motion could degrade 
the observations of II diurnal cycle of high-frequency temperature variability. The most 
likely causes of increased mooring motion are wind and sea conditions. It is possible that 
part of the seasonal fUld imcffUl nuai fluctuations of JDV that have been described arc 
related to mooring motion caused by seasonal and interannual fluctuations of wind and 
sea conditions_ However, since the diurnal variability of the surface winds is small at 0", 
140"W, it is not likely that the observed diurnal variations of mv were related to 
mooring motion caused by these forces. Another possible cause of diurnal modulation of 
the temperature variability, either directly Of indirectly by mooring motion, are the 
gravitat ional tides 
2, Gravitational Tides 
Spectra of the unfiltered temperature and velocity data from the moorings 
have pronounced peaks at diurnal fUld semi-diurnal tidal frequencies. Since this study 
focuses on the diurnal variability of high-frequency wavelike motions, elimination or 
significant reduction of the diurnal and semi-diurnal tide from the data without 
significantly reducing the diurnal modulation of high-frequency waves is critical. Tidal 
fUlalyses of both the temperature fUld velocity records showed 10-50% of the diurnal 
varifUlcc was removed by 32 harmonic constituents_ These fUlalyses were dependent on 
the depth and on the record length examined, which varied between 29 and 180 days 
According to these harmonic analyses, the remaining 50-90% of the diurnal variancc was 
determined to be unrelated to the barotropic tide. Although useful as an indicator of the 
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amount of tidal variance, the harmonic analyses are subject to errors associated with non-
stationarity of the data. For the most part, the vertical temperature structure is affected by 
the baroclinic tide. but not the barotropic tide. Velocity. on the other hand, is affected by 
both baroclinic and barotropic tides 
The primary advantage of the procedure used in this study to filter the 
diurnal and semi-diurnal tide, described in section 3. 1, was that it was applied locally and 
was therefore less subject to errors associated with the non-stationarity of the internal 
tides. A disadvantage of the procedure is the inability to easily quantify the role of the 
filter in reducing the variance. Although it is possible that some of the diurnal modulation 
of variance from the residual fie lds was tidally forced, the fact that the resulting residual 
variance had a well-defined vertical sU·ucture suggests that the barotropic tide was mostly 
removed . In their tidal analysis of velocity records in the eastern equatorial Pacific, 
Weisburg et a1., (1987) found that the barotropic tide accounted for 78.8% of the tidal 
energy. The remaining baroclinic tide was random, isotropic, and without mode 
preference. Their prutition between barotropic and baroclinic tidal energy is midway in 
the range of 50-90% given by Wunsch (1975) for the global ocean. Thus, it appears that 
most the tidal energy, that due to the barotropic tide, was reasonably well accounted for . 
The remaining concern then lies with determining the impact of the 
baroclinic, or internal tide, on calculations using velocity data, such as velocity shear, 
Richardson number, and wave momentum flux. The internal tides are simply a form of 
internal wave with quasi-tidal periodicity (Wunsch, 1975). Theory and observations 
suggest that internal tides are generated by the passage of the barotropic tide over 
bathymetric features, though it is not possible to say with certainty that any of several 
mechanisms dominates (Wunsch, 1975). Variations in the density and velocity fie ld near 
the generation region produce variations in the response of the internal tide. Away from 
the source, the internal tide is reflected and refracted by the density and velocity field 
though which it propagates, with the resulting internal tide being highly variable in time 
and space (Levine and Richman, 1989) 
Tn evaluating the possible importance of the internal tide on the 
interpretation of results presented here, the surrounding bathymetry was compared with 
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the surrounding bathymetry for the analysis of Weisberg et a1. (1987) from mooring data 
at cr, 11 0" W. By comparison. the bathymetry ocar Oil, 14O'W is relatively featureless. 
A few small seamounts are located about 250 krn to the west The ~ha11owest of these is 
at a depth of about 2800 m, compared with the surrounding 4000 m abyssal pla.in . The 
nearest islands are the Marquesa~ located about 900 km to the south. Aside from the 
small seamounts, the nearest large bathymetric features in a zonal direction are about 
1700 km to the west. The bathymetry surrounding the moored array used in Weisberg 
et al. (I (87) is complex. with the east Pacific Rise and nUffil;.':rous fractwe zones in close 
proximity. If internal tides an: primarily generated by harotropic tides interacting with 
bathymetric features, as evidence suggests, it is nOl unreasonable 10 assume that the 
internal tide at 0", 140"W would be no greater than, Rnd possibly much less than, that 
described by Weisberg et al, (l9R7) 
Examination of diurnal differences between four-year means of IDV and 
the dynamic stability parameters provide further indication that diurnal gravitational tides 
are not likely to have significantly modified the interpretation of results, The dominant 
diurnal tidal constituents, KI, Pl, and 01, have periodS of23.93 hours, 24.07 hours, and 
25.82 hours, respectively. These periods cause the constituents 10 shift relative to the solar 
day, with the KI constituent retarding 3.93 minutes per day, the PI constituent advancing 
3.95 minutes per day, and the 0 1 constituent advancing almost two hours per day. Each 
year the Kl and PI constituents cycle completely through a solar day, effectively 
averaging out shorter period conu'ibutions to the solar diW'nal cycle. Calculations of 
means over the four-year record average over four complete KI and PI tidal cycles and 
over II hundred complete 01 tidal cycles. The fact that significant diumal variations were 
observed in these longterm mean calculations and that the diurnal variations display 




A. SllMMARY AND mSCUSSION 
In this research. the diurnal cycle of high-frequency temperature fluctuations 
attributable to turbulence and internal waves in the upper central equatorial PacifiC Ocean 
was examined over seasonal and interannual time scales. Using moored temperature and 
velocity data in the upper 300 m from rf, 14d'W during the period November 1983-
October 1987, IDV, .1.IDV, and the vertical structure of l!.IDV were examined under 
swface forcing and dynamic stability conditions that varied over diurnal, seasonal, and 
interannual time scales . Using monthly mean values of MDV as a proxy for turbulence 
and internal waves, a pronounced diurnal cycle of overturning and vertical displacement 
was ohserved at 35 m and 60 m, and this diurnal cycle was found to vary seasonally and 
inlerannually in response to the varying surface forcing and background conditions 
The diurnal cycle of turbulence and high-frequency internal waves 
characte!ized by nighttime increases in mv with maximum values occurring during the 
morning (0400-1000) time bin and minimum values occurring during the evening (1600-
2200) time bin. This diurnal cycle of rDV is consistent with microstructure observations 
over a few short periods, showing that mv is lI. useful proxy for turbulence and internal 
wave energy during periods when microstructure measurements are not aVll.ilable . 
Since diurnll.i variations in the surface wind stress were small. rov is presumed 
to hll.ve been diurnally-modulated by diurnal variations of the surface buoYll.ncy flux, 
which were predominantly governed by the strong diurnal cycle of the shortwave 
radiation. In addition to regulating the diurnal cycle of JOV, the surface buoyancy flux 
induced pronounced diurnal variations of the mixed-layer depth and associated dynamic 
stability in the upper 50-100 m. As with tollv, the diurnal differences of mixed-layer 
depth, ,r.,,'. S, and Ri were largest between the morning lI.nd evening time bins. As expected. 
N and S in the upper 50 m increased during the afternoon restrll.tification. An interesting 
finding is that S increased by a factor of two more than N, resulting in decreased Ri in 
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the upper 50-60 m dlll'ing the afternoon This four-year mean diurnal cycle of Ri was 
contrary to short-term microst.ructure observations showing no apparent diurnal variation 
of Ri (Chereskin et aI, 1986; Mourn et al, 1989) or an opposite diurnal cycle of Ri in the 
mixed-layer (Lien et aI., 1994) . There were 1\ few times during the four-year study period, 
most notably during the mature phase of the 1986/1987 ENSO W!UlTl event, when Ri' s 
computed from the mooring data were larger during the evening, in agreement with the 
Lien et a1 (1994) results, which were ba~ed on observations taken during the mature 
phase of the 1991/1992 ENSO Walm event Diffen:nces in Ri results could also be related 
to large differences in the vertical and temporal resolution of the data. The longterm mean 
dim"oal cycle of Ri reported here includes observations when the instruments were in the 
mixed layer and observations when the instruments were below the mixed layer 
Tn the four-year mean, the diurnal cycle of turbulence and internal waves, as 
proxied by 610V, decayed sharply with depth below 60 m and was not significant at 100 
m or deeper, Likewise, vertical correlations between MDV w.o at 3S m and MDV toe at 60 
m, 100 01, 140 m, 200 m, and 300 m indicated sharp decay with depth below 60 m. This 
is not to say that 610V never penetrated below 60 m. In fact, on monthly time scales II 
weak diurnal cycle of IOV was observed at 100 m during about 29% of the months 
examined. Nevertheless, the combined longterm means and vertical correlations indicate 
that the diurnal cycle of turbulence and internal waves generally did not extend below the 
EUC. Therefore, it appears unlikely that vertical propagation of diurnally-forced waves 
from the surface layer to the deeper waters below the EUe contributed significantly 10 
the equatorial momentum balance, as has been hypothesized by Dillon et a1. (1989) and 
Wijesekeraand Dillon (1991). 
Although it cannot be determined with certainty whether these observlltions of IDV 
represent high-frequency internal waves, local shear instabilities, turbulent mixing, or 
some combination of these processes, the vertical structure of 6IDY and the re lationships 
between my and swiace forcing, dynamic stability conditions, and mixed-layer depth 
provide important clues. The vertical structure of !\IDY indicates that diurnally-forced 
vertically-propagating internal waves appear not to be transporting significant energy 
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from the surface layer through the Eue to the deep ocean. If vertically-propagating 
internal waves were generated in or near the base of the mixed layer, it appears that they 
did not propagate far vertically before breaking or triggering local shear instabilities and 
turbulent mixing. 
Seasonally, both mv and MDV reached annual maxima during the boreal winter 
and minima during the boreal spring. These seasonal extrema coincided well with 
maximum wind speed and easterly zonal wind during the boreal winter and minimum 
wind speed and easterly zonal wind during the boreal spling. Similarly, mixed-layer depth 
and the diurnal range of mixed-layer depth had maxima during the winter and minima 
during the spring. Addit ionally, the seasonal cycle of the dynamic stability of the upper 
ocean was characterized by a narrow, high-S, low-Ri region at about 35 m during the 
boreal spring and a broad, weaker-S, low-Ri region at about the 6O-m depth during the 
boreal winter. In summary, the boreal spring was characterized by weak winds, a shallow 
mixed layer, decreased diurnal range of mixed-layer depth, a shallow high-S, low-Ri 
region, and low IOV and .6.IDV. The boreal winter, on the other hand, was characterized 
by strong easterly winds, a deep mixed layer, increased diurnal range of mixed-layer 
depth, a relatively deep, broad, low-Ri region, and high lDV and AIOV 
The fact that lDV and 6.IDV at 35 m were at seasonal minima while the dynamic 
stability at 35 m was weakest suggests that lOV did not represent only local shear 
instabilities. In other words, the high-S, low-Ri region at 35 m dwing the boreal spring 
is expected to have been most likely to produce local shear instabilities. If local shear 
instabilities were generated, they were not reflected in the monthly mean IOV and .6.lDV 
As the seasonal mixed layer and low-Ri region deepened to about 35 m and 60 m, 
respectively, during the boreal summer, JOV and .6..IOV both increased at 35 m, but 
remained low at 60 m, The low dynamic stability at 60 m did not correspond with 
increased IDV or 6.lDV . It is noteworthy that lDV and MOV increased at 35 m, which 
was at the base of the mixed layer. During the boreal winter, when the mixed layer 
deepened to the seasonal maximum of about 50 m and the dynamic stability increased, 
IOV and tJOV increased to seasonal maxima at 35 m and 60 m, respectively . In this 
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case, temp~rature measurements at 3S m were often well within the mixed layer, as 
defined in this study . Although effort.~ were taken to remove IDY values at times when 
the instrument was within the mixet! layer, it is possible that the remaining measurements 
of IDY at 35 m during the winter months were biased by tm-bulen! mixing in the mixed 
layer, rather than internal waves or local shear instabilities, The winter my measurements 
at 60 ill, on the other hlllld. wen: general ly below the base of the mixed layer. so it is not 
clear whether ll.IDV represented increased illY caused by internal waves, turbulent 
mixing, or a combination of these processes. 
Ovcr intemnnual time scales, my and I'!.IDV showed some correspondence to 
ENSQ variability, but th is relationship was not always clear. The value of illY at 35 m 
was observed to be low during the 1984 ENSQ cold episode, steadily increasing during 
the ENSO build-up phase, and high during the 1986/1987 ENSO warm episode. The 
values of fl.IDV"" at 35 m showed a similar pattern. The values fl.IDY"", at 35 m were 
similar, but values were higher during the ENSO build-up phase than during the mature 
phase of the 1986/1987 warm episode. Data gaps in the 60 m record made examination 
of the interannual variability more difficult. The values of illV and fl.IDV at 60 m were 
low during the 1984 cold episode, high during the build-up phase and beginning of the 
1986/1987 warm event, and low during the later half of the warm episode 
Monthly means of illY at 35 m and 60 m over the fom-year record were well 
correlated with wind speed, zonal wind. mixed-layer depth, diurnal range of mixed layer 
depth, latent heat flux, net surface buoyancy flux, and evaporation. Generally, IDV in the 
upper 60 ill was significantly correlated with the stratification in the upper 100 m . 
Correlations between IDV and velocity shear and Ri were generally weak.. 
Monthly means of tuDV at 35 m and 60 m were well correlated with wind speed. 
zonal wind, shortwave radiation flux, sensible heat flux, diurnal range of mixed-layer 
depth, and buoyancy frequency in the upper 60 m. In addition. LllDV at 60 m was well 
correlated with mixed-layer depth. Each of the correlations was greater at 60 ill than at 
35 m. possibly a reflection of the shorter record length and data gaps during three of the 
boreal summers. The values of fl.IDY at 100 m were not well correlated with mixed-layer 
depth or any of the surface forcing or dynamic stability conditions 
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What do these correlations between monthly mean values of IOV and MOV and 
the surface forcing and background stability conditions reveal? Since both IOV and AIOY 
at 35 m and 60 m had the strongest correlations with the surface wind forcing, it seems 
reasonable that diurnal variations of IOV and .6IOV were directly related to the amount 
of mechanical energy input into the ocean at the surface by the wind stress. Similarly. 
mixed-layer depth was strongly related to the surface wind stress, in agreement with most 
mixed layer theories_ The complete explanation of the relationship between IOV and 
6IDV and mixed-layer depth is less certain . It is not unreasonable to suggest that 
processes controlling mixed-layer depth might have also contributed to the generation of 
the observed high-frequency temperature variability. In addition to mechanical forcing by 
the wind stress and thermodynamic forcing by the surface buoyancy flux, mixed-layer 
depth was strongly correlated with the dynamic stability parameters, N, S, and Ri. The 
relationships between dynamic stability and IOV and 610V were not consistent on 
month ly time scales. Although shortwave radiation was significantly correlated with .6IOV 
at 35 m, the lack of correlation with mean mv is not readily explained. 
High-frequency wave momentum flux during November 1984 indicated a 
downward flux of westward momentum from the wind-driven surface flow to the EUC, 
but apparently not through the core of the EUe. During November 1984, wave 
momentum flux did not appear to vary significantly on diurnal time scales. However, 
these wave momentum flux estimates were based on 15-minute averaged VACM data 
which effectively removed some of the high-frequency variability of interest. 
B. CONCL.USIONS 
The diurnal cycle of high-frequency temperature variability in the upper layers of 
the central equatorial Pacific Ocean was examined using moored buoy temperature and 
velocity- data at 0°, 140'W, in the upper 300 m during the period November 1983-
October 1987. The most noteworthy findings from this analysis are listed below 
A pronounced diurnal cycle of illY was observed at 35 m and 60 m, with a 
maximum during the morning hours and a minimum during the evening hours. 
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The diurnal cycle of lOY decayed rapid ly with depth below 60 m and was not 
generally significant at 100 m or deeper, indicating that it is unlikely that diurnaBy-forced 
wave~ propagalt: energy from the surface layer through the EUe core 
The above twO findings agree with microstructure observations and suggest that 
MDV is a useful proxy for turbulence and internal waves in the equatorial Pacific Ocean 
The diurnal cycle of turbulence and internal waves at both 35 m and 60 m, as 
proxicd by AIDY. varied seasonally, with a maximum magnitude during the boreal winter 
and a minimum magnitude during the boreal spring 
The diurnal cyck of turbulence and internal waves lit both 35 m and 60 ill, as 
proxied by MDV, was strongly correlated with wind speed, :wnal wind. mixcd-laycJ 
depth, diurnal range of mixed-layer depth, and st.Ifltification in the upper 60 m 
Pronounced diurnal cycles of the dynamic ~tability parameters were observed in 
the surface layer, with smaller Ri during the evening thac. during the morning 
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